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Skate Parks 

Coming this summer! 
The Art of 
High Jumping — 
Hawaii: 
Uluwatu 
Stoker hill 
Pipeline Bowl 
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First, consider what you see: a streamlined shape, a splash of color. A design and look 
which many have tried to imitate (a pultrusion we developed for our revolutionary single 
snow ski). Each chassis is individually stamped with its own registration number. The unique 
suspension system includes our shock absorber pads and famous Cadillac wheels. Aero- 
space locknuts keep it all together. 

Now consider what you don’t see: a design with one underlying principle—to provide 
superb performance in an atmosphere of complete security and confidence. Built to last, 
our trucks are unitized all-steel construction, gold zinc chromate plated, and fitted with the 
finest tooled steel axles. Our chassis are a full 7 inches wide. with an everlasting flex and 
durability. 

Consider the most important feature of all: quality. We stand behind our engineering 
with an unconditional guarantee. If you need more reasons, mail 50¢ for our full-color bro- 


Ghure. Dealer Inquiries Welcome. 


Bahne Skateboards, P.O. Box 326A, Encinitas, CA 92024 (714) 753-0255 





In case you haven't noticed, skateboarding Is a new and serious downhill motion sport. It utilizes many 
of the same body dynamics current in skiing. And like skiing, good equipment is the whole story. Your 
customers and their kids are into it! You should be too! Roller Sports is a total source for the finest 
wheels, tops, and all related accessories for skateboarding. For more information, write or call: 


4855 Cassat Ave., Jacksonville, Fla. 32240 
y (904) 384-3249 


ACS skateboard trucks... 
The product itself reflects our quality. 


ly-dimensioned, gleaming truck body. And 356-T-6 
is a super-tough, light alloy. The same alloy critical air- 
craft components are made from. You wouldn’‘t want 


You can see the difference in ACS skateboard trucks. 
They gleam. That’s because we've combined incredible 
toughness with a jewel-like finish. We did it by coming 
up with a new technology. It lets us combine precision 
die-casting with the remarkable 356 aluminum-magnes- 
ium alloy heat-treated to T-6— an alloy that previous- 
ly was cast only in rough-finish molds. And our new 
technique doesn’t mean our prices are any higher than 


ordinary die-cast trucks. 
Die-casting, unlike sand casting, results in a precise- 


American Cycle Trucks are available in three models: A 


anything less beneath your feet. Look 
for ACS trucks at dealers. You'll see 
the difference. And when they'‘re on 
your board, these gleaming trucks will 
be a good reflection on you. American 
Cycle Systems, 1449 Industrial Park 
St., Covina, Ca. 91722 (213) 331-0582 
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AFUQUA COMPANY 


CS-430 (Pictured) Standard width and height; 4-hole pattern; bright 
alloy-steel axle; aircraft locknuts; 6 


bright finish. ACS-650 Super-wide- 


finish. ACS-500 Wide-track wheel spacing; extra %” height; 
| axle; aircraft locknuts; super duty hanger with built-in absorber mount; racing-black 


track wheel spacing; extra 2” height; alloy-stee 
finish. Dealer and OEM inquiries are invited. 
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Although there are hills in Florida, they are rare. With a little inspiration, initiative 
and blacktop soul, the local kids have taken to producing their own banks and 
bowls out of plywood, sawhorses and scrap lumber, with astonishing results! 
In fact, these wooden wonders are popping up everywhere. Adam Ziolkowski. 
Photos: Larry Pope. 
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Chassis 


The G & S Fibreflex chassis is a unique laminate of advanced material designed to 
give a fast, strong, lightweight, snappy, tortional board with advantages of all phases of 
skateboarding. It is an amazing piece of equipment which actually improves and amplifies 
the function and effectiveness of both trucks and wheels, and improves performance, 
tricks. freeform or slalom. For example, the 28” Pro Slalom has proven itself to be the 
absolute best for downhill slalom, downhill speed and flatland slalom. Because of its non- 
fatiguing, full-working flex and ideal modulus of elasticity, you get the benefit of harder, 
tighter turning, followed by unequalled snap or spring out of turns for acceleration. You 
can even pump these boards up slight hills with the proper techniques of rhythmic weight- 
ing and unweighting. Our 26” Freestyle model is a wide, lightweight, stable, low-center- 
of-gravity board, with an inset wheelbase for 360’s and nose wheelies. It displays superi- 
ority in swimming pool, drainage ditch or any warped plane riding because of its flexing 
and torquing conformance to the changing surface. We are offering these exciting and 
proven advantages in our all-new Fibreflex Kicktail model. 


Trucks 

Our team riders prefer and use either Bennett Hijackers or Tracker trucks, depend- 
ing upon where they ride and upon the ultimate goal or function to be accomplished. We 
highly recommend and offer these two outstanding trucks in conjunction with G & S 
Fibreflex as the best there is for stable, safe, smooth, high-performance riding. If you’re 
serious about skateboarding, you won't need to consider anything else. 


Wheels 

Here again we want to provide only what we feel and have experienced to be the 
finest, fastest, highest traction, safest performance equipment available. We use and 
recommend Road Riders, Power Paws, and the new Alligator wheels. All of these wheels 
are available with precision sealed bearings for easy, quiet, trouble-free riding. 
The Ultimate Combination 

Our new G & S Fibreflex Kicktail model incorporates every possible advantage for 
the most useful and versatile performance board available today. It’s excellent for tricks 
or slalom, bowls and pools, hills or flatland. We picture it with Bennett Hijacker Truks and 
Alligator™ wheels, and it also comes with any combination of our recommended 
trucks and wheels. Your other option is to purchase our Fibreflex chassis 
separately, and temporarily use the trucks and wheels off your old i 
board for an immediate and less expensive solution to up- 
grading and improving your fun and performance. 
Ask your nearest skateboard dealer for 
complete information and pricing. 













The h IQ h- Dick Brewer, for over 15 years 


the top surfboard designer 
for the world’s most demanding 
PEMOFMANCE suirers, has created the 
: ultimate skateboard package for 
fam | ly, skateboarders just as demanding. 


Beautifully finished birch, with taped 








This specially designed trick board is 





deck. Designed for all-around use, as well called the “Helicopter.’” Made from 
as slalom riding. Available in 26”, 29” and pultruded fiberglass in the popular 
32” lengths. All are 7” wide. 6%4"' x 24" size. 








Dick’s brother, Chuck, is responsible for producing the best 
wheels available. Brewer wheels are not just urethane, but a 
high-quality polyethylene urethane. This gives maximum trac- 
tion plus maximum speed. All Brewer wheels have a 45° taper 
wall that allows moderate flex without speed loss. They’re now 
available with precision or ball bearings. 
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Dick Brewer Skateboards, P.O. Box 
3369, San Clemente, CA 92672 (744) 492-6402 


In Hawaii contact: Dick Brewer, 61479 Kam Hiway, 
Haleiwa, HI 96742 (808) 637-5480 


Dealer Inquiries Invited. Write for a brochure of our products. 





Califlyer. 


P.O. Box 2302, Newport Beach, Calif. Ph. 646-2624 Terms available 


Mail Order: send $3.25 for each Califlex or Califlyer (2’); $1.75 for each California Regular (1%"), to California Wheels, 113 Main St., 
Seal Beach, Calif. Terms available for wholesale distributors. 


Hot New Skateboard T-Shirt designs from California T-Shirts printed on quality Hi-Crew shirts in multicolor inks. 


911 918 610 
of the above designs, send $5.25 check or money order, design number, color preferences, list 3. Send to 
California T-Shirts, 113 Main St., Seal Beach, CA. Include your name and address. 


\f you would like one 
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“I WAS CLIMBING AND DROPPING IN MY SEAT.” STEVE PEZMAN, SURFER MAGAZINE 









100 MINUTES OF SKATEBOARDING & SURFING 





MUSIC PRODUCED BY DENNIS DRAGON, ANIMATION BY ARNIE WONG, COLOR BY DELUXE 
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PLUS: “WILD SURF” — A 1960-65, LONGBOARD SUPER SESSION BY GRANT ROHLOFF 
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SPIRITUAL ADVICE ANYONE 
There comes a time when all the 
professionals somehow become the 
objects of personal worship of the 
young. It is here where | feel society's 
advancement in social behavior may 
be epitomized by common sense in 
example. For example, would it be 
wrong to say that most professional 
skateboarders are unnatural when it 
comes to competition. We are all so 
chemically controlled, yet beyond 
normal consumption, we are in an 
area sensitive in many ways. If it 
seems like I’m beating around the 





bush, | am. Mostly because the people 
that I’m directing this to are my 
friends, and | hope you all understand 
that this wonderful sport we are 
involved with needs sound ideological 
roots. So what I’m calling for is a 
super-conscious example while at the 
same time restraining habits, 
addictions, etc., in a sound manner in 
front of the upcoming generations. 
Better than that, restrain in front of the 
kiddies, at least, and then make an 
effort to know why. Kindness breeds 
jove, and with an ideology as such, 
our soundness is forming. | love you. 
Chris Yandall 


THE END 

In the end man created cement 

Man poured this cement onto the 
earth 

Cement became the earth 

Plants do not grow in cement 

Children cannot dig in cement 

Cement is not beautiful 

Children are beautiful 

So it goes 

Upon the cement the children of man 
played 

The children played with four-wheeled 
boards 

The wheels of the boards were made 
of urethane 

Man had also created urethane 

So it goes 

On these toys called skateboards the 


children rode 

With urethane wheels they came to 
master cement 

A new joy was rising out of the depths 
of man’s cement creations 

The multitude heard this joy 

Soon there was a following and stars 
arose 

Stars are people able to outsmart 
gravity better than others 

So it goes 

For the multitude man came to create 
a magazine 

Man called this magazine 
Skateboarder 

In this magazine are pictures of stars 

There are also things like this written 
by people like me 

| am not a star 

So it goes 

The skateboard movement came to 
sweep the country 

Children everywhere were stoked 

Even older children 

Even old children sometimes called 
adults 

Like many things man came to pass 
laws against skateboarding 

But the movement was divine 

Skateboards soon had replaced cars 
and motorcycles 

People came to forget gasoline and air 
pollution 

People were happy 

Birds were happy 

Skateboard manufacturers were happy 


Snow ski camber for proper weight distribution front and ba 
traction. Snap back memory for weighting 
thmic slalom turns. Width and 


gives you superior 
and unweighting through rhy 


stability for high-speed downhill runs. A kick- 


tail for radical hotdogging. Available in 


fiberglass or aluminum in lengths 
of 24” & 29" x 7%" wide. Patent 
pending. All Performers have 
%'" shock riser pads, aircraft 
hardware, nonskid decks, Per- 
former trucks, and Performer 
sealed’ bearing wide wheels. 
Optional: Performer wide- 
track truck and Performer 
sealed bearing stoker wheel. 

All Weber Performer prod- 
ucts are guaranteed. See 
them at your local Weber 
dealer. If none in your area, 
write or phone your order 
directly to us for immediate 
delivery. 


24” & 27" Hot Dog Flex 


WEBER SKATEBOARDS 2860 Pacific Coast Hwy., Dept. B, Hermosa Beach, Calif. 90254 ( 


and back PERFORMER CAMBER FLEX 


24" & 29" Woody Kicktail 





213) 379-7829 








too 
So it goes. 
Aaron Chang, Sunset Beach, Hawaii 


NO MERCY 

Well, here | sit in the flatlands of the 
San Fernando Valley (center of 
mediocrity), dreaming about orbital 
Curves and cakewalk slaloms. In a 
bubbling burst of prolific insensibility, 
this came pouring out: 

There’s nothing like a 

skatedance in the hot summer sun 
free floatin’ thru curves 

in a fantasy run. 

Street dancer street dancer 

show me your stylin’ 

if you said you were flyin’ 

you wouldn't be lyin’ 

Samoan spice feels 

oh so nice 

and if you want to really 

try a nose-to-tail wheelie 

Shu-fly christie 

a Sailing pirouette 

I'm telling you guys 

this is where it’s at! 

So listen all you free-wheelin’ 
downhill racers, pool-duel kooks 
and airborne pacers. 

There ain't nothing like 

a skatedance in the 

hot summer sun, We know 
skateboarders have the most fun! 


Mercy Baron, North Hollywood, California 





DON’T RUN AMOK MATES 

| have written to you in that the 
direction skateboarding has taken is 
gone amok! | mean, look around, the 
law and senior citizens alike have 
bad-mouthed skateboarding, due to 
the fact there are too many neophytes 
running around getting themselves 
killed (in a manner of speaking), and 
the skaters who DO know what they're 
doing get the worst of it. Hot skate 
places closed down, a bad situation 
from city council, etc. This thing has 
almost gone apathetic, the kids don’t 
care what happens. | mean, when 
something bad happens, all they do is 
tell you how unfair it was when the law 
closed off that ‘hot place’’ when some 
kid broke his leg, etc. | hope this 
clears the air for some people in that 

| would like skateboarding to stay as 

a sport, not a ‘‘here and gone”’ fad. 
Karl Matsunagu 


NO HUMOR 

There is a big field and in this big field 
is an old torn-down home. In the back 
is an empty pool with a big fence 
around it. The pool is a local spot, but 
no one was there! | was ridin’ it, havin’ 
a good ole time when | got this urge 
to wizz; it’s natural. So | walk down to 
the deep end and went for it. What a 
mistake. | hear this voice from above, 
scared the piss right out of me. Wow 
was | glad | was prepared. | look up 


and see two police officers, and one 
was saying, ‘Hey, | said what are you 
doin’ down there?”’ | smiled and said, 
“I'm filling it for next summer.”’ There 
is no humor in the police force! They 
told me | was going to be arrested for 
indecent exposure and trespassing. All 
right, | can see getting charged with 
indecent exposure, | mean what if 
some elderly old lady would hop up 
the fence and see me wizzen, she 
would fall to her death. But 
trespassing, talking about scratching 
the bottom of the barrel, then one of 
the cops says, ‘‘do you got permission 
to come here?”’ | said, ‘heck officer, 
my mom don’t mind.’’ Once again, no 
humor. So | dropped my hands to my 
waist, looked down at my now soaked 
tennie shoes, and said, ‘‘no sir, | have 
no permission.’’ They smiled. They 
said | could go, but | had better never 
come back, for if | do, | will be 
charged. Case dismissed! 

MZ, California 


DISTANT RELATIONS? 

I've noticed in a lot of your articles and 
captions that you relate skateboarding 
right back to surfing. Has it ever 
occurred to you that skateboarding is 
in a dimension all by itself, and that 
tricks learned in skateboarding cannot 
be brought to full potential while 
surfing. But only when you climb on 
that skateboard and start flying down 


EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE 


The Performer sealed precision bearing wheel is different from 
all others. It’s tapered with just the right amount of flex on 
the outer edge, with increased rigidity to the inner edge. 
The flexible outer edge gives you superior traction on 
slalom runs. The stiff inner edge holds up. This rigidity 
gives you speed in downhill and flatland skating, and 
holds up in 360’s. No squish in turns and no egg- 
shape compression of the wheel losing speed on the 
straight-away. 100% pure cast urethane in trans- 
lucent colors. 


INTERCHANGEABLE BASE— 


ADJUSTABLE AXLE 


Adjust narrow or wide track where you like it. 


Performer trucks fit all skateboards. Bolt pattern of base is interchangeable. 
The axle is adjustable. Slide the spacer sleeve and change the track width. 
Narrow setting—4” width. Wide setting—5"’ width. Super-strong design for 


safety. Fully guaranteed. 


SRN Wicca euceliics products are guaran- 
teed. See them at your local Weber dealer. 
Ifno dealerin your area, write or phone your 
order directly to us for immediate delivery. 
Two patents pending. 





WEBER SKATEBOARDS 860 Pacific Coast Hwy., Dept. B, Hermosa Beach, Calif. 90254 (213) 379-7829 
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a few hills or off some vertical walls 
that this full potential can be realized 
and strived for. I’m not talkin’ down on 
surfin’ at all, my love for the sport 
goes very deep, and when the waves 
are good, my skateboard stays in the 
trunk, but when it’s not (and that’s 
quite often in San Diego), I’m out ridin’ 
my skateboard and searching for 
something that’s just being 
discovered. 

M. S., San Diego, California 


HOW | CAUGHT A 17' WAVE ON 
A SKATEBOARD 

It was a day or two after a terrible 
earthquate had hit Hawaii. There were 
tidal wave alerts, but | ignored them. 

| was standing on a road about two 
hundred feet from the beach on the 
Island of Oahu. The tide was getting 
higher and higher, along with the 
waves. | felt that the road was a safe 
distance from the beach (but was it?). 
All of a sudden, a 17’ wave rolled in, 
and it didn’t show any sign of ceasing. 
So | grabbed my skateboard, got a 
good takeoff, and | started to roar 
down the street. When | turned 
around, | saw that the wave was right 
on my heels, so | started to hotdog by 
making radical cutbacks and 
maneuvers. | looked like Larry 
Bertleman doing his thing at Sunset. | 
totally blocked out of my mind the 
terrible thought of wiping out (in order 


to make the wave | had to). As | was 
heading for the curve, | made a full 
bottom turn at full-bore force. As the 
wave hit the curve, it sucked and 
pitched out just like Pipeline, so | 
squatted down and was locked in on 
the best tube ride of my life. | ran to 
the nose of the Logan Earth Ski 
skateboard, and | prepared for a 


delicate cakewalk through the Pipe. A: 


it spit my bolted board and me out the 
closing door, | then casually kicked 
out by doing a 360 off my kick tail, 
flipped my stinger in the air, caught it 
on the rail, and went home. Dream on 
Don Imes, Santa Monica, California 


TEXAS STYLE 
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It s not just bigger, it s better! Or 
course, it’s from Texas. Isn't it 
obvious? It's four-feet long, one-foot 
wide. Fast, positive, no high-speed 
wobble. Built for speed and 
maneuverability. Don’t look for a 
sidewalk, find yourself a good size 
mountain 40, 50, 60 . . . incredibly 
smooth! Faster you go, the better it 
works! A '‘man’s”’ skateboard. Only 
limit’s between your ears. 

Steve Matthias, Houston, Texas 





The Capital Distributing Company 
announces a promotional display plan for 
SKATEBOARDER Magazine, availiable to 
all retail newsstand dealers. For details 
and copies of the agreement, write to 
Circulation Manager, Capital Distributing 
Company, Charlton Building, Derby, CT 
06418 
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No. 2475 GT 24” 






No. 1950 GT Spoiler 19” 







No. 2550 GT “Cuda” 25” 


Two colors Lemon and Amber 
Three sizes Reg. Wide and Extra Wide 


The GT Golden Wheel is 
solid urethane injection 
molded for perfect round- 
ness, giving better bal- 
ance and traction. 





No. 1450 Wheel 


: No. 4700 The GT Truck 
Designed specifically 
for Skateboarding vis 
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Infinity 
The World’s Fastest 


Guy Grundy, Infinity team rider, is 
recorded in the Guiness Book of 
Records with the world’s speed 
record of 50.3 m.p.h. The skate- 
board specially built by Infinity is 
officially the fastest skateboard in 
the world. 


World's fastest skateboard (not forsale). ae 


VA 


Infinity 26” kicktall skateboards 


[] Board with small Power Paw wheels, 
ball bearings $31.00 

[-] Board with small Power Paw wheels, 
Precision bearings $37.00 

[] Board with large Power Paw wheels, 
ball bearings $37.00 

(] Board with large Power Paw wheels, 
Precision bearings $43.00 

Prices include shipping and tax. 

Send your money order for your skateboard to: 

Infinity Skateboard Factory 
1009 S. Hathaway 
Santa Ana, CA 92705 
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Sure Grip, the only company with over 20 years of 
skateboard manufacturing knowhow and over 4,000 
parts and service centers around the world brings you 
the only complete line of skateboards. - 

All boards feature the tested precision of genuine 
Sure Grip skateboard trucks and the all new Meta- 


Poly Alymer 


flex-Sure Grip poured urethane wheels. Virtually in- 
destructible boards, they are designed to utilize all of 
the features of their basic material. For proven qual- 
ity and unbelievably low price, ask your dealer to 
show you the Sure Grip skateboard of your choice. 

The next generation of skateboards is here now! 


Oak Sireet, Inc. 
1096 S. Coast Hwy. 
Laguna Beach, California 92651 
714 494-7538 


Watch for the first annual LAGUNA GRAN PRIX SKATE- 


Cy eee at the Laguna Winter Festival in February. 
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| HENRY HESTER 


| (left) G&S Fibre Flex Team. 
41St men’s pro down hill slalom 

4st men’s pro speed run World | 

Pro-Am Hang Ten. | 


CHRIS YANDELL 


(right) G&S Fibre Flex Team. 
1St overall USSA World Titles 
San Diego. 


| TONY CARTER, 2nd 


Preliminary time-trial 
qualifications. 

(right) Team Santa Cruz. 
Junior men’s slalom World 
Pro-Am Hang Ten. 


' (left & right) Makaha/Logan 





aN 
SCOTT SOMMERS, 1 | 
MIKE ASHWORTH, 34 






BRUCE LOGAN 


Earth Ski. 1St men’s pro free 
style World Pro-Am Hang Ten 










| The champions on this pag 
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‘all use Road Rider Wheels. 


Photos by Dan Devine and 
Warren Bolster. 
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ROAD RIDER WHEELS 


ROAD RIDER WHEELS for optimum adhesion on vertical walls, up to 20% greater speed on downhill runs, and 
best control during slalom and tricks. Road Rider’s upgraded urethane formula wheel features sealed precision bearings 
for extremely smooth and vibration-free ride, invulnerable to sand and grit damage. An 8mm bearing fits all axles (see 
your dealer for adapter if your axle is less than 5/16”). Wear resistant - Wider bearing spacing for stability - Superior 
traction due to our unique wheel design (pat. pend.) 


INTERNATIONAL SPORTS WHOLESALE 
6381 Westheimer Rd., Houston Texas 
77027 (713)783-6063 Serving Texas, 

La., Okla., Ark., New Mex. 


QUALITY PRODUCTS INC. 
140 Uxbridge, Cranston, RI 02920 
(401) 942-2722 


N.H.S. INC. 
825 41St Ave., Santa Cruz, Ca. 95062 
(408)475-9434 Serving West Coast-Hawaii 


Dealer inquiries invited. 











®acing Associati™ 


Skateboarding is continuing to grow 
in popularity at a record-setting rate, 
with many cities and groups 
contacting the SRA each week for 
information on how to put on events 
and safety programs, and by people 
interested in establishing both public 
and private skate parks. So, aside 
from the competitions the SRA is 
currently involved with, we are also 
serving as one of the primary general 
information sources. 

We have been recently working with 
individuals in Phoenix, Arizona and 
Oakridge, Tennessee, to set up SRA 
sanctioned events, as well as ongoing 
SRA representatives in both regions. 
An interesting sidelight to 
skateboarding in the Oakridge area is 
that many of the international visitors 
to Oakridge’s nuclear facilities are 
taking skateboarding and equipment 
home with them. As a result, England, 
France and Germany are fast 
becoming the skateboarding centers 
of Europe. A growing number of 
enthusiasts in those countries are 
supporting efforts to create their own 
SRA sanctioned event schedule with 
the concept of international 
competition between countries being 
the end result. 

In California, the SRA has been 
working with the Los Angeles. City 
Parks and Recreation Department to 
create a city-wide competition 
program within the city park system, 
leading to a city championship for 
summer 1976. 

SRA will also be conducting a 
presentation and exhibit at the 28th 
Annual California and Pacific 
Southwest Recreation and Parks 
Conference to be held in Sacramento 
at the end of February. This 
conference will be attended by over 
4,000 Parks and Recreation Directors 
and Park Commissioners. The main 
thrust of our presentation will be to 
illustrate, explain and offer the 
concept of providing exciting 
skateboarding areas in public parks. 
Such park facilities would not only 
help solve the ‘‘street skating’’ 
problem and make possible strong 
safety and instructional programs, but 
would also give the sport the 
opportunity to develop new directions 
by creating readily accessible, 
progressive skateboarding 
environments. —® 

For information on becoming a member of the Skateboard 


Racing Association, send 25¢ to cover postage and handling 
to: 33159 Camino Capistrano, San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675. 


Precision 
Skateboards, Inc. 


The most copied name in skateboards of- 
fers you the following skateboards, parts 
and accessories: 


SINE 


No. 10 s 
Poly Skateboard 


Poly Skateboards with Precision Wheels 
Fiberglass Skateboards w/wheels 24" 
Fiberglass Skateboard “Kicktail’” w/wheels 27” 
Poly Skateboard top only 

Fiberglass top only 24” 


Sales representative and dealer inquiries accepted. 
*C.O.D. only 


Write: 


Precision Skateboards, Inc. 


148 Beach 116th St. 
Rockaway Beach, NY 11694 
or call (212) 474-9345 
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THE PERFORMANCE PLATFORM 
e A full 8’’ wide—the widest! 
© More leverage for better turning 
e A wider more stable platform for tricks 


e Enough room for parallel footing 
Wide trucks 


achieve full travel 
without spacers because of 
narrow tail and nose wheel 


on downhill runs 


long tail makes 180s, 
360s, and wheelies 


a breeze! cutouts. 





One 27°’ Arrowsmith Boarp is Perrect For EveryTHING 
FREESTYLE SLALOM DOWNHILL 


ORDER DIRECT 
_ CHECK THESE FEATURES 


COMPETITION MODEL 
with continental wide trucks and urethane wheels 36.95 













e Revolutionary design 
e Handcrafted quality 


with continental wide trucks and sealed bearing wheels 43.90 
e Made from the finest 


with tracker trucks and urethane wheels 44.95 #4 
with tracker trucks and sealed bearing wheels 54.95 hardwoods available 
17.95 e All boards equipped 


blank only 
PROFESSIONAL MODEL just add $5.00 
SHIPPED POSTPAID, add $2.00 for postage and handling 
SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: 
ARROWSMITH SKATEBOARDS 
1708 SouTH CoNnGREss AUSTIN, TEXAS 78704 oe? 
(512)444-7777 


with wide and extra 
wide trucks 

e All boards have low center 
of gravity. 


dealer Inquiries Invited 
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— Bruce Logan, 
World Pro-Am Freestyle Champion 






Take the lead from Bruce Logan and add speed to your board, 
without adding the damaging grit that other lubricants attract. 
Super Skate Spray is scientifically formulated for skateboard 
truck-bearings using a new lubrication technology, so it’s safe, 
non-staining, neat and effective. Plus you add life to bearings 
and rubber parts, too. 

Need more convincing? 

Ask your dealer for a can and try it. We think you'll agree 
with Bruce. 


Super State Spray 


Lubri-Kote Company, Inc., P.O. Box 36225 
Houston, Texas 77036, Phone (713) 771-7227 


Formulated especially for Skateboards 
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Super Skate Spray _— Authorized Distributors: 





| distributed by: Oak Street Surf Shop Gontel Products International Sports Co. Roadrunner Skateboard Co. 

| 1088 S. Coast Highway Box 5 6381 Westheimer 1418 Spencer Highway South 
| Laguna Beach, Calif. 92651 Santa erie Calif. 90405 Houston, Texas 77024 Houston, Texas 77587 

(714) 494- 7538 (213) 822-3335 (713) 783-6010 (713) 943-1201 


Dealer inquiries invited. 





= P-Z Skateboard Covers = 


Protect and carry your skateboard 
with these 10 oz. canvas bags. Choose 
from either zipper model at $9.95 (has 
inside tool pouch) or Drawstring model 
at $6.95. Available in blue, yellow or 
orange. Specify 24”or 27"length when 
ordering zipper bag. Drawstring 
bag fits most all boards. Please add 
$1.00 for postage and handling. Calif. 
residents add 6% sales tax. 
P-Z Enterprises, Inc., 
P.O. Box 2878, 
Newport Beach, CA 92660 
Dealer Inquiries Invited. 
Write for custom order, and team bag info. 


POWERGLIDE WHEELS 
SELF CONTAINED BEARING ASSEMBLY 
e Male/Female Interlock System 
e Double Race 
e Cut Down on Assembly Time & Cost 
e Safety ata Maximum 
oe | 5/8 x 1 7/8" Wide 


PRECISION BEARINGS |AVAILABLE 
0.E.M. & MANF. INQUIRIES WELCOME 


P.O. BOX 756 
HUNTINGTON BEACH, CALIF. 


92648 








In the last issue of 
SKATEBOARDER,, | critiqued 
skateboard clothing and offered 
some suggestions on how current 
safety products in general could be 
improved. 

One of the most critical areas to 
be considered in constructing 
adequate clothing is padding. | 
have felt that current clothing 
products have been unrealistic in 
providing good padding protection 
for the wearer. The pads were too 
thin, and the padding material was 
soft. 

Since the last issue, | have had 
a chance to look at several 
different padding materials, and to 
come to some conclusions about 
them. 

When you select a padding 
product for your impact jacket, you 
should consider some of the 
following areas of quality: use, 
structure, adaptability, material 
compression, impact absorption, 
weathering, and cost. 

The four foams that | looked at 
are currently being used as 
protective padding products: 
Polyurethane, Ethefoam, 
Polyethefoam, and Insolit foam 
rubber. 

Polyurethane—this foam is now 
being used to make surfboard 
blanks, and helmet liners. It is a 
closed-cell foam that is structurally 
strong, but when dented or hit, will 
not reshape. It has little flexibility, 
and could not be used in areas 
where flexibility is needed. It is not 
particularly energy absorbent, 
because it transfers much of the 
original impact force to the body. 

Ethefoam—a closed-cell foam 
that is more flexible than 
polyurethane, but is limited. It is 
structurally stronger, but like 
polyurethane, transfers a large 


percentage of impact force. It will 
reform well, and will not crumble, 
fade, or deteriorate when exposed 
to weather. 

Polyethefoam—very similar to 
Ethefoam in most structural 
characteristics. It has, however, 
better reform quality, and is more 
flexible and comfortable than 
Ethefoam. It has less structural 
strength, but there are more cells 
per cubic inch. 

Insolite—being used where 
comfort is a major consideration. It 
is energy absorbent and flexible, 
but is structurally weaker than 
other foams. It has a high degree 
of resiliency, and will reform well, 
but will not afford adequate 
protection on impact. 

After looking at current 
protective padding materials on the 
market, | have come to the 
conclusion that not one of these 
foams is the answer to the padding 
problem, but instead, using a 
combination of foam products with 
polypropalene plastics will give 
desired result. 

The ideal pad should be a 
combination of comfort foam, a 
resilient foam, and a structural 
foam with a hard polypropalene 
skin. This kind of design will give 
comfort to the wearer with 
structural strength. The hard plastic 
skin will allow the whole pad to 
absorb the impact force. This will 
decrease and spread the impact 
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force, rather than concentrating the 
impact force in one small area. 

In conclusion, if you take a good 
look around you girls and guys, 
you will see that skateboarding is 
not just ‘“sidewalk surfing”’ 
anymore. Its popularity has grown 
immensely over the past six 
months, and is slated to continue 
its growth as a sport for the next 
two years at least. And, with the 
day-to-day changes that are taking 
place, skateboarding remains an 
exciting sport. ‘‘The place to be 
when you are free.” 

—Jeff Campbell 








Puts YOU in Control 


The greatest advance in skateboarding for more action ... proven safety 
. increased thrust ... greater control ... full f-l-e-x 

* hi-tensile strength aluminum for * rubber shocks, Non-skid riding 
lightness surface 

* “Delstar” polyurethane acrylic * Orange, Blue, Green, Yellow Flats, 
enamel finish kicktails 24” — 27” 

* double-action Byron Stingray * EXCLUSIVELY OURS **** 
trucks, case-hardened axles, air- Red- Silver-Blue BICENTENNIAL 
2 Stoker wheels, safest, surest, grip 


craft hardware me ie 
for top performance SPIRIT of B 


* PIPELINE “PACER” urethane 2% x 
SKATEBOARDS 
Dept. S-2 
3430 Hancock Street 
San Diego, Calif. 92110 
Div. of Simpson & Horton 





see your favorite 

skateboard dealer or 

send $34.95 (plus $2 shipping) 
(specify size and color) to 





UNITED SKATEBOARD 
PRODUCTS 
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Left to right: Denis Shufeldt, Ty Page, Brad Langager, Gary Keating, Brian Logan. 


‘“We Cover The Teams” 
Ty Page, G & S, Makaha Logan, Wayne Brown, Bahne, Hoble, Weber, E-Z Rider, Dick Brewer, Santa Cruz. 
U.S. Competition Jerseys 


Competition Team long-sleeve nylon jersey $14.95 
Competition long-sleeve cotton crew neck shirt $10.95 























Please send me the Competition ; Team 
Ss M & 
Size Adult a. &} 
Junior fF. @G Amount enclosed is $ 
UNITED SKATEBOARD PRODUCTS adotsed B 
7690 El Camino Real—Suite 201 ek 
La Costa, California92008 (714) 753-0703 am Matebos,, 
Name 
Address__ 
City 
State a Zip "acing Associatio™ 





California residents add 6% sales tax. Add $1.00 for shipping & handling. All orders prepaid by money order only. 
Send 50¢ for complete catalog on skateboard clothing, elbow pads, knee pads, gloves, helmets, wrist brace. Dealer Inquiries Welcomed. 
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the finest performing skateboard system available in Free- 
style and Slalom models 






* Only the highest quality components to give you a system 
you can depend on 

+ 28'' Pro Freestyle model with kicktail, made of high-quality 
birch and maple woods, providing the rigidity and control 
lability freestyle skateboarding demands 

* 24" or 27" slalom model made of heat-laminated, bi 

directional fiberglass, designed to give the optimum in flex 

and elasticity 

Textured non-skid decks 

Rolls Royce Silver Cloud precision sealed bearing wheels 

designed to be the smoothest and fastest rolling wheels 

available, a perfect freestyle wheel 

Road Rider 4 precision sealed bearing wheels available 

exclusively on Pro Slalom model The ultimate in traction 

and durability to give the gripping power you need through 

Matomsi tal elin) 

Bennett truck assembly, the most in versatility in the spirit 

of ‘freestylin’ ” 

Tracker trucks, the extra wide-track unit used by the pro's 

to insure less slipping and more stability, enabling you to 

really go for it 
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“Direct Mail Order. 
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Bennett/Rolls Royce $51.95 
Tracker, Rolls Royce se) 
Tracker /Road Riders 61.95, 












POY Nn nny 
; ‘ 











iflo, Laguna, Gundek 

















Sena 


> 








| 
QUT Serres oa 





orien Swim Fins inn 




















Beachcomber Bill a 








N Wallets 



















urf Skateboarding 





[] Sutling 20¢ 


‘} yellow 
es), 
jaws design 


















fer design (7 tennis 


ype) 





surface 
air 
surface 
vr 
surface 
ai 1.50 










kichtail 
ng plate ( 


les 
Sunset 
G. Skate 









obuchle $7.00 
) B. Skier 





hardware, t 


















tt Hi Jacher? (t! Jaws 
flex) $3 
5 O 20 oF $3.75 $5.95 2 J CJ 2. Ofthetip 2) 3. Marijuana 












___plusmailand handling 





Name 
Address # = a “ er 2s 


City aa State Tip_ 
Dealer Inquiries Invited. 








the timing of the jump. The rider 
must travel slow enough to 
accurately gauge the distance from 
the bar. This will allow the lift-off to 
be made as late as desired. The 
rider must, however, have sufficient 
speed to be able to spring with 
intensity from the board without 


SKATEBOARDER 


TIPS 


The Art of altering its pace or direction. 
. ; As an added tip to anyone 
High Jumping attempting to jump chest high or 
higher, | have a technique which 
by Bob Mohr few jumpers employ. To reach 


these heights, | find it necessary to 


Within the realm of freestyle 
skateboarding, I’ve found high 
jumping to be one of the most 
difficult and exciting tricks to 
perform. For those unfamiliar with 
the high jump, it involves the use 
of a crossbar set upon two side 
poles at a predetermined height. 
The skateboarder then rides up to 
the crossbar and hurdles it, before 
landing back on the skateboard. 
The board must steadily roll 
forward, keeping pace with the 
jumper to be able to complete the 
jump. This is the most complex and 
often overlooked aspect of high 
jumping. 

The precise timing involved in 
high jumping is very important. The 
rider should be quite close to the 
crossbar before leaping, so as to 
jump for height rather than 
distance. The leap, or lift-off, 
should also be made as 
light-footed as possible. These 
procedures are necessary to keep 
the original momentum and path of 
the skateboard unchanged. 
Beginning the lift-off too early is a 
common mistake made by many 
high jumpers. Although the bar 
might be cleared easily, the spring 
forward off the board may 
substantially reduce its speed. This 
would prevent the skateboard from 
keeping pace with the jumper. The 
later the lift-off is started, the more 
the body motion is thrust upward 
rather than forward. This helps 
maintain the speed and path of the 
board, enabling the rider to land 
nearest the same portion of the 
skateboard from which the jump 
originated. Of course, if the lift-off 
is executed too late, a collision with 
the crossbar is likely to occur. Even 
if the bar is cleared, the board 
would probably be too far in front 
of the rider to provide a consistent 
or safe landing. 

The speed at which the crossbar 
is approached is directly relevant to 





“The rider should be quite close to the crossbar 
before leaping, so as to jump for height rather than 
distance.” 





Bob and his ‘‘2-to-1-footed jump.’ 





“1 suggest landing slightly diagonal to your board so you will have better 
control in compensating for any turn it might make on impact." 


pull my legs up and tuck them to 
the side of my body as | jump. 
Although more intricate, this style if 
perfected can add six inches of 
height to your jumping. These 
several extra inches of clearance 
are allowed simply by making the 
torso the closest part of the body 
to the bar, rather than the legs and 
feet. 

Consistency in high jumping is 
important, not only in competition, 
but in developing your own 
jumping style. Try to clear one 





“Tuck your legs to the side of your body if 
necessary." 
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Mike Weed, team captain, 1st place Arizona State Championship. 





Team Tested 


“We've tested Hobie Surf Flex in 
all terrains, ridden all kinds of 
banks, and have proven the Hobie 
hand-laminated skateboard to be 
superior in both freestyle and 
slalom competition.” 


When ordering by mail, be sure to specify (a) 
lengths: 24” or 27’; (b) trucks: Bennett, Chicago 
or Sure Grip; (c) wheels: Cadillac, Metaflex or 
Roller Sports. Send $37.95 plus $2.00 to help 
cover postage and handling to: 


Hobie Surfboards, 34195 Pacific 
Coast Hwy., Dana Point, CA 92629. 


Dealer inquiries write Hobie Surfboards, P.O. Box 
216, Dana Point, CA 92629 





height frequently and efficiently 
before moving to greater ones. It’s 
better, in my opinion, to jump 4’ 
most of the time than 4%’ once in 
fifty attempts. | have successfully 
cleared 4'3”’ several times, and 
plan on trying higher jumps, but my 
present goal is to be able to 
complete 4’ jumps with ninety 
percent accuracy. 

A variety of different skateboards 
are being used for high jumping, 
ranging from flexible to stiff, and 
from relatively short to very long. 
Obviously, the longer the 
wheelbase of the board, or the 
actual length itself, the larger the 
target will be when landing. This 
will make completing the jump 
much easier. However, 
accomplishing a jump on a 
mid-sized or smaller skateboard is 
usually, or at least should be, given 
more consideration as harder to 
execute. Fiberglass or wooden 
boards perform fine while jumping, 
but | wouldn’t advise using an 
extremely flexible board of any 
material. When the spring of the 
board is made, it may slow down 
from the push and loss of weight. 
A highly flexible board might also 
bottom out against its wheels or 
trucks when landing. 


High jumping can be dangerous, 
as | and many of my fellow street 
freaks will agree. As of this writing, 
| am wearing a cast on my left arm 
as a result of an unsuccessful 
jump. | have learned from this 
experience, and can give a simple 
set of rules to stick to when 
jumping. Don’t attempt to land on 
your board unless you are 
perpendicular to it, and the majority 
of your weight is within the length 
of its wheelbase. As an added 
precaution during jumping, or any 
other trick with a high-danger 
element, all protective gear 
available should be worn until you 
are very sure of yourself. 


There are many variations of 
high jumping, some easier, some 
more skilled, and even more.risky. 
One style is jumping from one 
board, but landing on another. This 
is much simpler, because the 
second board is stationary, making 
the timing much less critical. 

A somewhat more innovative 
type of jumping is the switch 
stance, or 180-degree high jump. 
This is performed by doing a 
180-degree body turn in mid-air, 


while jumping over the crossbar. 
There is also a 360-degree or body 
spinner high jump. It’s- 
accomplished in the same way as 
the switch-stance jump, but with a 
full body turn in mid-air. This trick 
is very hard, and more often heard 
of than seen. 

A variant.l’ve been developing is 
the 2-to-1-footed jump. The 
technique is the same as any other 
jump, but the rider must rely 
heavily on his or her timing, 
consistency and balance by 
landing on one foot. To pull off this 
jump, it’s best to land on your 
forward or riding foot. For optimum 
balance, | suggest landing slightly 
diagonal to your board so you will 
have better control in 
compensating for any turn it might 
make upon impact. The one-footed 
landing could be hazardous, 
especially to the ankle. Therefore, 
| advise only very experienced 
riders to attempt it. 


In conclusion, | would like to 
briefly review the basic steps | 
advise for successful high jumping: 


[_] Approach the bar at 
a moderate to slow 
speed. 


[_] Jump as light-footed 
as possible. 


[_] Concentrate on 
jumping upward 
rather than forward. 


[_] Tuck your legs to the 
side of your body if 
necessary. 


[_] Don’t use an 
extremely flexible 
skateboard. 


[_] Don’t try to land 
unless it is safe. 





Regardless of what jumping 
techniques you prefer, | hope this 
article will help you improve your 
own jumping ability. Perhaps, at 
least, | have added some insight for 
the skateboarding spectator. High 
jumping can certainly be an 
exciting trick to watch. | would 
even like to see it added as an 
event in itself in future contests. As 
for now, good jumping and good 
luck. 
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just 
don’t 
stack 
up. 


here’s why. 


B&K SUPER WIDE are the widest—3 full 





inches, for maximum traction. And 
because the races are 2 inches apart, 
there’s no high speed vibration. All B&K 
wheels are precision cast with a tensile 
strength of 9000 PSI for out-performing 
and really out-wearing all others. 2” 
TRACTION MASTER also available. Pre- 
cision or open bearings and a 7” stress 
proof axle are included with each con- 
version kit. 


Get the finest-B&K, wherever quality 
skateboard products are sold. 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 


DISTRIBUTORS 


B&K ENTERPRISES 


730 N. Anaheim Blvd., Anaheim, CA 92805 
(714) 635-7450 


CONTROL PRODUCTS 
533 Venezia Ave., Venice, CA 90291 
(213) 822-3335 
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THE MALIBU TUBE 


Add a new dimension to your skateboarding, and practice for competitions with 
the ‘Malibu Tube."’ Made of strong steel tubing, with durable cotton/polyester 
fabric. Ride thru the 8-foot-long, 3-foot-high, 42” wide tube. It's safe and easy 
to assemble. 


To order by mail send a check or money order for $37.50, plus 6% tax (Calif. 


only). Please add $3.00 for postage and handling. 


<= ~~ Malibu Tube 
PO. Box 4198 Malibu, CA 90265 (213) 457-2107 





















Name 





Address 





City 


Zip 


Matthew Higgins , ~ Photos by Brian Asher Dealer Inquiries Invited. 


Attention ‘Skateboard Manufacturers 


Improve your production efficiency 
with Magna skateboard assembly equipment. 


““Magnaloader” 


In addition to our “Magnaloader,” which semi-automatically 
drops eight balls into the skateboard wheel bearing and spins on 
the outer race nuts, we manufacture a complete line of manual 
and semi-automated assembly equipment for the skateboard 
industry. Each unit is a complete station by itself. When placed 
side by side, it forms a complete assembly line. 
Most items are sold from the shelf. 
Our line includes: Flash remover (for urethane wheels) 
Axle presses ° Race nut starter 
Race nut spinner ° Torque station (under development) 
Magnaloader ° Lock nut and adjusting station 


For further information, contact: 
Magna Engineering 

109 East Alton Ave., Santa Ana, California 92707 

(714) 549-8118 


State 
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Urethane Inc. 
Introduces 


EUREKA 


-WHEELS 


Cast (hot poured) Urethane 
Bearing cup and/or Precision 


Diameter Width 


Eureka Radial 1%” ae 
Eureka Olympic 2" nM 
Eureka Fan Jet Pie 1%” 
Eureka Easy Rider #90 2” Pes 


EUREKA URETHANE INC. 
Box 566, Eureka, MO 63025 


(314) 938-5351 
LEE RRIO 
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Make sure your customers get only the best: Control Products, for over 10 years supplying the finest surf and skateboard accesso- 
ries to manufacturers and dealers. Hlere’s a partial list of the hundreds of in-stock items: 


Bahne Skateboards Tracker Trucks Surfboard Waxes 
Cadillac Wheels Pins Unlimited Power Cord 

B& K Wheels Piberglass Pins Wonder Bollts 

Chicago Trucks Surf Leashes (all types) Surf Leash Attachments 


Resins and Pigments 
Constantly evolving surf and skateboard accessories created to heighten the quality of your experience. Dealers only: write for firee 
catalogue, Please inquire on letterhead stationery. Control’ Products, Box 5685, Santa Monica, CA 90405 (213) 822-3355. 


SKATEBOARDING: 
THE VEHICLE 


by Brian Gillogly 


The positive energies of the 
'60’s—surfing, the Beatles, hard 
rock, the civil rights and anti-war 
movements—were incredibly 
strong, especially when viewed 
through the eyes of the ’70’s. By 
comparison, the last six years has 
given us drugs, Watergate, inflation 
and recession, and no real energy. 
For a time, it almost seemed that 
the youth culture as a whole, had 
lost its capacity to respond to 
life—ya know, with a little soul. And 
then last year, something was 
revived; something more than just 
skateboarding. 

Today in early '76, 
skateboarding is surpassing the 
wildest dreams of the mid-sixties 
aficionados. In Australia, it’s 
already bloody big. Japan, South 
Africa, Brazil, and Western Europe 
all show a growing enthusiasm, 
accompanied by serious talk of 
skate parks and legitimate 
international competition. 


Reportedly, the Canadian Olympic 
Committee is considering 
introducing skateboard racing into 
the ‘76 games. It almost seems 
unbelievable that we may be sitting 
on the ground floor of the major 
international youth phenomenon of 
the '70's. But more surprising still, 
is the quality of the excitement 
which has prompted this national 
and international attention. 
Instances of territorial 
possessiveness, or ‘‘localism,’’ are 
the rare exceptions in 
skateboarding; comradery (some 
say, akin to the early days of 
surfing) is the rule. Just look at the 
faces of the skaters, especially the 
young ones. There is no hint of 
animosity or complacency. Just 
look at their skating; there is 
certainly no hint of reserve—only 
reserves of energy which was 
once, and could become again, 
synonymous with ‘‘youth.’’ And 
skateboarding is the vehicle. —® 


Stacy Peralta (‘‘Dogtowns' finest”) is perhaps the most prominent example of the new breed of modern 
skateboarders who, in contrast to their predecessors, get their thrills from skating with near total abandon 

in any and all terrains. Here Spacy Stacy has just completed his full warp, 180° turn and is preparing to push 
up into a low tuck position for his return trip. His crew calls this bit of abstract body English a Bert" as it's a 
pick-up on surfer Larry Bertleman's radical water tactics. We call it amazing. Photo: Bolster 








Coastal Pacific of Calif. 


New Spring Line 
Custom Cloud Decks 
Professional Unit Pat. Pend. 


COASTAL CLOUD® SANDAL 


Fully Guaranteed 
Works well in most 


F ag conditions 
Cr * Water » Shower « 
The Beach 
The Club + Top Side 
£ Available in great colors 
wo Red + Blue + Orange « 
Fawn °« Ivory « Green 
When ordering your Clouds, send us a tracing 
of your foot. Be sure to specify your color 
choices. Substitutions may be necessary. 





















Yellow 

Single color $9.95 
Double colors $12.95 
Triple colors $15.95 





First Time Ever 


SKATEBOARD 


CUSTOM CLOUD DECKS 


Pat. Pend. 
¢ Made to order 
° Long lasting 
¢ Cushions vibrations and shocks for a 
smooth ride 
¢ Slip resistant cushion deck 
* Comes in custom colors 
Available in red * yellow * orange 
* purple * green ° pink © blue 
Complete Kit (included) 
Makes it easy to install 
Send in tracing of your skateboard and $9.95 














The Coastal—Professional Unit 
Pat. Pend. 






¢ The first adjustable skateboard suspension 
system 

¢ Great for cross-country 

¢ Highly engineered with aircraft quality 
hardware 

° Fits most trunks 

° Comes with easy to install instructions 

¢ Fully adjustable 

e Absorbs tremendous shock 

e Safety feature design 
Send $8.95 per pair. $1.00 handling. 

Cash, money order, cashiers check. 













Coastal Pacific Of California 
P.O. Box 656 
Cardiff, CA 92007 Dealer inquiries invited 
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THERE'S STILL 


Color preference 1 _____ 2- ———_ Set up with: 
Blanks 0 24” $19.95 [] Regular wheels — add $13.00 


[al oe! $22.95 Racing Slicks — add $15.00 
30” $25.95 1 Stokers — add $20.00 
Add $1.00 for postage and handling. All shipments pre-paid or C.O.D. 
California residents add 6% sales tax. 
































Enclosed is $ ________~- —- for the items checked above. 


Mail to: WAYNE BROWN SKATEBOARDS 
1710 Pomona St. #B6 
Costa Mesa, Ca. 92626 
714 548-1122 


The Wayne Brown Kicktail is 
the greatest! The kicked tail 
gives me the extra hold I need 
in tight, high turns, and makes 
360’s cleaner, quicker and 
more in control. The lami- 
nated construction gives the 
board great flex, with a 
snappy, positive return for 
hotdogging!! The textured 
non-skid deck makes the 
Wayne Brown Kicktail one of 
the safest boards on the mar- 
ket, and makes nose wheelies 
easier because I don’t slip. 
Everyone in Southern Cali- 
fornia is talking about the 
Wayne Brown Kicktail. The 
24” board is the most popular 
because it’s so versatile, and a 
lot of people are going for the 
27” and 30” for downhilling. 
So any way you look at it — 
Wayne Brown has it! Why 
ride anything else? 


Jared. Hameo 


wayne brown 
skateboards 


East Coast Distributor: Gulf Coast Distributor: 
Kona Skateboards Gulf Coast Surf(ng Products 
420 W. Cedar Ave. 4310 Gertie Road 
Wildwood, N.J. 08260 Corpus Christi, TX 78400 
(609) 522-7899 (512) 852-0153 


Dealer Inquiries Welcome 





Mr. Bennetts Alligator Wheels 
are flat-out the best, and he has 
the facts to prove it! 


ALLIGATORS are the only LOAD-RATED ™ wheels 
in the world. All stoker size on the outside, with three 
different tread/weight configurations inside. G-3, for 
riders 75 Ibs. and under. G-4, 75 Ibs. to 150 Ibs. G-5, 
150 Ibs. and over. Use combinations front and back, 
or for variable conditions in freestyle, slalom, and 
downhill. All for optimum performance with no change 
in center of gravity or ‘‘feel’’ of board. 


100% PURE CLEAR URETHANE — the best money 
can buy. No cores, no fillers, no junk. Not pop injec- 
tion molded, not poured in cheap open cavities, but 
COMPRESSION CAST™ by Mr. Bennett's exclusive 
process that puts the lid on the pour to create a 
perfect backside, front side, and true precision roll. 


PRECISION MACHINED, heavy steel sleeve insures 
perfect, wide spaced, parallel alignment of inner and 
outer bearings. An absolute must for maximum speed, 
bearing life, and even wear. 


TURBINE™ BEARINGS are ultra precision, aerospace 
quality, sealed on BOTH sides. Keeps dirt out and the 
lubricant in. Quiet, smooth and swift! 


EXCLUSIVE “RADIAL TIRE” ™ ACTION outgrips 
any “paw” type wheel, and out runs any conventional 
design. Why? Simple! The outer TREAD ™ sections 
of BOTH sides of Alligators conform to, and grip any 
surface better by flattening out in tight turns for 
—— = — Neca iL maximum traction, yet roll faster on the narrow 
“HUB” section for top downhill speed and effortless 
cruising. 


SOFT SHOULDER™ inner tread eliminates hard edge 
“chatter’’ that breaks traction and causes 90% of all 
power turn and slalom wipeouts. 


ALLIGATOR LOOSE BALL SERIES — All the 
features of the TURBINE™ series but with a solid, 
precision machined, NO-POP™ single piece race cup. 
Guaranteed not to loosen or come out for the life of 
the wheel! Same load-ratings — same good urethane. 


pS 
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SET of FOUR, ALLIGATOR TURBINE Series (complete) . . $30.00 
NOTE: Turbine series will not fit roller skate size trucks. If you 
do not have high performance trucks, please order below 
SET of FOUR, ALLIGATOR Loose Ball Series (fit all trucks). . $16.00 
BENNETT HIJACKER TRUKS,perset. . . . . . . . $12.95 
ALLIGATOR Wheels T-shirt (top quality w/pocket, inc. postage). $ 5.50 
Add $1.50 postage per set. $3.50 for Hawaii, foreign or airmail 
California Residents Add 6% Sales Tax 
CASHIERS CHECK OR MONEY ORDER ONLY TO 7 
MR. BENNETT, P.O. Box 1415-S Newport Beach, Calif. 92663 
DEALER INQUIRIES WELCOMED 









“THE BEST SKATEBOARDING MOVIES 
EVER SEEN” Combining the finest skateboarders " 


with the most far reaching, outrage- J er 4 ‘ 
You've all heard that “Five Summer 


ous ideas, MacGillivray and Freeman 
have produced an unbelievable film 

Stories” is the finest SURFING film 

yet produced. And it is. But now 


of the wheeled riders: speeding, defy- 
we’ve added a bizarre, dynamite 


ing gravity and leaping Porsches in a 
dazzling display of sliding beauty and 

skateboarding story which gives ‘‘Five 

Summer Stories PLUS FOUR” the fin- 


comedy. 

Don’t miss the new ‘Five Summer 
est SKATEBOARDING film yet pro- 
duced. 










Stories’ — PLUS FOUR. A beautiful 
film of surfing and skateboarding. 


ENGAGEMENTS OF “FIVE PLUS FOUR” 


Always presented in the finest theatres with the finest sound and projection systems. 


SPECIAL LIMITED 


MAY7 &8 Fri& SANTA BARBARA 
CALIFORNIA Sat Lobero Theatre — 966-3772 EAST COAST 
APRIL 7 Wed SAN JOSE ae MARCH 5 Fri FT. LAUDERDALE, FLA. 
Montgomery Theatre MAY 10 on Pee pal guteat MARCH 20 Sat MIAMI, FLA. 
APRIL8 Thu _—_— SAN FRANCISCO Fee TOT MLA et MARCH 27 Sat UNIV. of RHODE ISLAND 
Veterans Auditorium Sat COCOA BEACH, FLA. 
MAY 11 Tue SANTA MARIA APRIL 10 , 
Crane ECO E avs Peppertree Theatre — 922-2761 pen 16 Fri-Sat VIRGINIA BEACH, VIR. 
eae Wed &1 
SOUTH BAY — HERMOSA aes re eee ries — 736-9505 APRIL30 fri © BABYLON, NY — American 
Cove Theatre — 379-2466 8 Sun. Legion Hall 
APRIL 21 Wed SANTA MONICA MAY 16-17-1 ae San BARBARA — UCSB MAY 1 Sat SEAFORD, NY — American 
thru thru Brentwood Theatre — 829-3366 Becta Legion Hall 
APRIL 27 Tues PASADENA — SAN GABRIEL MAY 18 Tue SIMI VALLEY — 1000 OAKS MAY 2 sun PATCHOGUE, NY 
(One Week Only) Century Theatre — 282-5168 y Nelo theatre oa MAY 7 &8 Fri-Sat JACKSONVILLE, FLA. 
SAN FERNANDO VALLEY MAY 19 SAN DIEGO MAY21 Fri  LONGBRANCH, NJ 
Baronet Theatre — 340-7434 thru 25 Roxy Theatre — 488-3303 MAY 22 sat SEASIDE HEIGHTS Ni) 
SAN CLEMENTE (One Weck Only) OAR eeesy25.7147 MAY 28 fri REHOBOTH, DELAWARE 
Miramar Theatre — 492-0056 inema Plaza Theatre — UNE 4.5. Fri-Sat HOUSTON x 
=| fl-oa ' 
APRIL 28 LONG BEACH — SEAL BEACH jay 26-27 _—‘Wed- IMPERIAL te Aig }UNE6 Sun PORT ARTHUR, TX 
thru MAY 4 Bay Theatre — (213) 431-6551 miu halpulineacte JUNE18 ri OCEAN CITY NJ 
(One Week Only) HAWAII JUNE 19 Sat BEACHAVEN, NJ 
JULY 7 thru 13 KAIMUKI Theatre JUNE26 Sat AVON, NC 
MAY 3 &4 Hen eS wT Theatre (One Week Only) 6-8-10 P.M. JULY 17 Sat AVON, NC 
m JULY 11-12- Sun- AIKAHI Theatre JULY 23 Fri MYRTLE BEACH, SC 
ae Sun- | Theat 0 
MAY 2-3-4 Tues purer we shire Theatre 13-14 Wed 6.8.10 P.M. cFIVE PLUS FOUR’ plays in MAGNA- 
MAY 5 Wed SAN BERNARDINO JULY 22 Thu HILO Palace Theatre fone and ALL HAWAN THEATRE LOCA: 
Family Twin #1 — 862-1550 7-9 P.M. TIONS. 


We offer the largest selection of surfing films for rental, many at new lower rates. Write or Call for free information 
on these fabulous films: FIVE SUMMER STORIES PLUS FOUR, GOING SURFIN’ WITH TUNNEL VISION, Australian 
performance in A WINTER’S TALE, MORNING OF THE EARTH, PACIFIC VIBRATIONS and Greenough’ s INNER- 
MOST LIMITS. — SOUNDTRACK ALBUMS to “Five MACGILLIVRAY-FREEMAN FILMS 
Summer Stories’ and ‘Going Box 205, South Laguna, CA. 92677 
Surfin’ ’ Send $5 for one or $8 for both Our new phone (714) 494-1055 
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SKATEBOARDER INTERVIEW 


RUSS HOWELL 


by Brian Gillogly 


“I’ve been short all my life. | can 
never remember being tall.”’ 

Twenty-six-year-old Russell Wayne 
Howell likes to jest about his height, 
and just about everything else. At 5'3" 
it’s trite but true to remark that he’s a 
giant (figuratively) in skateboarding, so 
why not make jest? 

The truth is that Russ, who has been 
described as a ‘‘genuine nice guy,”’ 
has.long been his amiable self, even 
a year ago when he was working as 
a janitor full time, carrying a full load 
at Long Beach State; and trying to 
squeeze in some skating in between. 

Although those long, hard days are 
behind him now, life is still somewhat 
hectic for Russ—not that he really 
seems to mind. His winning contest 
record—eight 1sts and various other 
high placings—has cast him into the 
limelight, while his natural flair for 
showmanship has kept him there. 
During the last half of '75, he toured 
the Zody’s circuit, taught Bill Cosby 
how to skateboard on network T.V., 
did a command performance for a 
group of big Hawaiian mokes (‘‘It was 
kind of neat ‘cause | got away with my 
life.’"), and has become an influential 
and respected sports figure in 
Australia. Suffice to say, Russ Howell 
has his finger on the pulse of the 
skateboarding world. 

Last November, while Russ was 
back from Australia for a month, 
SKATEBOARDER talked with him at 
his home in Long Beach as he was 
anxiously preparing to take off again; 
this time for a week long snow Skiing 
holiday. We managed to get his mind 
off the snow just long enough to 
capture the following candid 
comments—sometimes funny, 
sometimes enlightening—on a guy 
named Russ Howell and his favorite 
sport. 

You've been skating for 16 years. 
Were there any particular people over 
those years who strongly influenced 
you as a skateboarder? 

| remember when we saw ‘Skater 
Dater,’’ we thought, ‘If we could only 
be that good some day.”’ | guess we 
met some of those guys later in the 
park, and they taught us some tricks. 
But over the years, | basically just 
made up my own tricks. Then, at my 
first contest, | saw Fred Flavell doing 
a one-footed 360. That really 
influenced my style a lot. 





FEW HOLDS BARRED 


“I remember when we 
saw ‘Skater Dater,’ we 
thought, ‘if only we 
could be that good 
someday.’ ”’ 


So you're really an exception, since 
most of the guys on top now were also 
recognized performers 10 years ago? 

Probably because I’m so new and 
I’m not your stereotype surfer, some 
people resent me. Some of the guys 
from 10-15 years ago who were on 
top expected to come back when this 
thing became popular again, and take 
over once again. | kind of disrupted 
that. When | started winning contests, 
a lot of people resented it, and then 
hostility built up, and I’ve even had my 
life threatened. I've gone out surfing 
and guys have run me over and 
threatened me. They say, ‘‘Hey, we 
know who you are. You're that 
skateboarder. Why don’t you get out 
of here!"’ But it’s nothing to worry 
about; life goes on. 


So you sort of came out of 
nowhere... 

Actually, | was born in North 
Carolina, and moved to Long Beach at 
nine months. | entered the Air Force 
when | was 19, and | got turned on to 
snow skiing. My roommate was a 
skier, and every weekend he'd leave 
with glassy eyes. So finally | got into 
that every weekend. 

The service was a bummer! They 
were always telling me what to do. 
When | got out, | went back to school 
and graduated from a J.C. witha 
two-year degree in mathematics. Then 
| worked as a sports director for a 
YMCA for a while. | thought working 
with kids was a good thing, so | 
switched over to physica! education, 
and now | only have three more 
classes to go for my B.A. 


So you want to teach? 
Yeah, skateboarding. 


Do you think there is a future 
teaching skateboarding? 

| don’t see why not—it’s just a 
natural! You can teach so many things 
through skateboarding: a dry-land 
snow skiing class . . . you can almost 


Focusing energy and surfing background on a cement lip in Long 
Beach, Russ draws praise as skateboarding’s ‘‘little man on wheels.” 


Ma iad 





41 


42 








A control oriented skater, Russ is not opposed to adding a little sensationalism 





to his demonstrations. He’s been known to jump five or six people at once. 


teach gymnastics. Ya know, you have 
Swedish gymnastics, German 
gymnastics—this would be American 
gymnastics, and the kids could really 
get into it. 


You once said in a TV interview that 
skateboardiig should become an 
Olympic sport. 

You take a look at some of the 
sports they allow into the Olympics 
now, and skateboarding takes more 
practice, more body control, more 
physical fitness than a lot of them. I’m 
not knocking the sports they have in 
the Olympics now, but for some of 
them, it’s just a matter of training your 
body to do one simple function: 
picking something up or throwing 
something. Whereas, skateboarding is 
an expressive thing, like gymnastics, 
which | respect above all sporis—it’s 
total body control. | think 
skateboarding is very similar. 


Do you think this may be where this 
sport is leading? 

Well, | think skateboarding should 
become recognized as a good way to 
find individual fitness, because we're 
quickly becoming a nation of 
sofi-bellied people. Nowadays, a 
person who's 25 years old has 
ailments normally associated with 
people twice his age. We just don’t 





“Probably because I’m 
so new, and I’m not 
your stereotype surfer, 
some people resent 
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me. 





stay young as we should. I’m 26, and 
| feel like a 16-year-old—! don't know 
whether that’s a mental or physical 
influence. Ya know, we've got these 
things called televisions, and they're 
monsters; they’re destroying our 
country. People sit down and expect 
somebody else to live their life for 
them behind some glass wall. People 
are becoming spectators. They no 
longer find enjoyment in participating 
in real life adventures. They're afraid 
of expression, because if they tell 
people who they are, whether it be 
physical expression in a sport or 
verbal communication, they're afraid 
they'll be judged. 


Who is the real Russ Howell? 

| don’t think he’s a competitor, 
really. Like | freaked out at the Pro-Am 
contest when they announced, 
‘Here's Russ Howell. He’s known for 
his aggressiveness.”’ | thought, 


“Really!”’ | couldn't believe it. | think 
of myself as being pretty passive. 

| used to really dig contests. First of 
all, you meet a lot of people and learn 
about other people's styles. In 
skateboarding, there’s so much to 
learn, no one person has the right to 
be conceited—yet. Really, no one ever 
has the right to be conceited. | mean, 
you can’t even make hair grow on 
your head, and you don’t decide how 
tall you're going to be. . . it's all a gift 
from your Creator. 

Anyway, contests have become so 
political. Ya know, it’s like surfing. 
Surfing used to be really great, but 
now you run into big logs and pollution 
in the water. It takes away some of the 
enjoyment. And skateboarding 
contests are becoming polluted with 
political views, and the guy who wins 
has his brother for a judge—it’s a 
drag. | always go to contests to win, 
and second place doesn’t mean a 
thing. But if you go to a contest, and 
there’s no way that you can take first 
place, no matter how good you do, 
what's the sense in going? You'll 
always find something else to do. Like 
I’m going snow skiing tomorrow. 


| think one of the main reasons 
you're considered a ‘‘true competitor”’ 
is that you seem to put so much 
thought into your routine. For 
instance, at Del Mar your routine 
seemed to be perfectly 
choreographed, whereas most of the 
other competitors just went out and 
did a series of maneuvers. 

Yeah. | remember sitting there when 
an official got up and told all the 
contestants what they'd be judged on 
in the next few days: fluidity, 
continuity, style, and tricks. And | 
thought, ‘‘Far out, | can do a little of 
that.’’ And after the contest, the 
official came up and said, ‘‘Hey, you 
must have been the only guy who 
listened.” 

| just took from gymnastics and ice 
skating, two sports where you have to 
have a routine, some idea of what to 
do and how to put it together. And the 
transitions—how you link one trick to 
another, how smooth you flow—it’s 
like gymnastics; it’s constant flow. It's 
like surfing, a constant ongoing thing. 


What does this mean for 
spontaneity? 

| think spontaneity is a large part of 
it. What | try to do is pick out five tricks 
that are the hardest ones | can do. |'ll 
do one of the hardest tricks first, get 
it out of the way, then I'll skate with 
my transition moves, my easier tricks: 
power slides, 360’s. And then I'll go 
into a hard trick again. You just line up 
those five tricks, and you know what 
order to do them in. Like most skaters 
forget to do their hardest tricks. 


“I think skateboarding 


should become 
recognized as a good 
way to find individual 
physical fitness.” 


I’ve noticed that since Del Mar, your 
routine has changed, evolved. It 
seems like it’s gotten faster. | know a 
lot of people originally appreciated 
your style because you were slow and 
graceful. 

| don’t know. | think a skater has to 
be versatile. Number one, contests 
change. The judges are looking for 
different things each contest, and you 
have to. give the judges what they 
want. One time it’s fluidity, another it’s 
the hardest tricks, or how many tricks 
you can do in a certain time limit. It's 
constantly changing. 

The thing that dictated my style at 
Northridge—that was probably the 
fastest I've ever skated—was the 
music: Five Summer Stories, Pipeline 
Sequence. The music was a little fast, 
and it just pumps your blood up, so | 
got carried away with the music. | was 
just having a good time and forgot | 
was in a contest at all. 


Was that the first time you've done 
a power Slide in a contest—your power 
Slide into a 180? 

| think so. That's more of a surfing 


Handstand variations show a 
combination of balance, creativity, 
and, of course, strength. 





style, and it seems to fit more on a 
hill-type situation. And at Del Mar, | 
just thought I’d introduce a new style 
that was more like ice skating. You 
just try to influence the sport through 
different techniques, and get people’s 
heads out of being stagnant so that 
maybe they'll look to new directions. 
And now, a lot of the kids have taken 
what I've done, and they do certain 
things better. It’s just that | keep trying 
to do new things. 


A guy named Koestler once said 
that genius is in initiating, and that 
perfection is left to the followers. 

Well, they've got all my tricks more 
wired than | do. Also, it really helps 


you win contests to initiate maneuvers. 


In fact, it seemed like every contest | 
went to, Bruce Logan would come up 
and grin his pearly white teeth and 
say, ‘‘What are you going to do today 
that | haven’t seen before?” It got to 
be a standard thing. It was expected. 


What other sports, besides 
gymnastics and ice skating, have 
influenced your style? 

I've watched and got a lot of body 
rotation form out of Kotaform and 
other martial art type disciplines. 


What about surfing? 

Yeah. Skateboarding and surfing 
really intermingle. Like there's a place 
down at the shore here where there's 
a little vertical wall, and your surfing 
really affects the way you ride it. You 
throw your board up as high as you 
can, kick the front wheels over the lip, 
and do a reentry. That's surfing; that’s 
not skateboarding, but you do it ona 
skateboard. And like you go “‘surfing”’ 
through all kinds of things: get locked 
in on garage doors, do hedge dips 
through your neighbor's garden. It’s 
tough. It’s all surfing! 


| know you surf a twin fin, but I’ve 
heard you're especially good on a 
long board. 

I've been surfing about 13 years. | 
used to have a 10’2” Velzy-Jacobs. 
And the waves are usually so small 
that a long board allows you to play 
around more. So I’ve got a 7’6”’ nose 
rider a friend shaped for me, and | 
really have a lot of fun on that. But I’ve 
got a 6’ twin fin that | like to push and 
get a lot of turns out of. What | ride 
just depends on the waves. 


I've seen you do safety 
demonstrations on falling and rolling 
techniques. Does that come from your 
experience in gymnastics? 

Actually, when | was young, my 
mom wanted me to take judo. | 
thought, ‘‘Wow, that’s a bummer. | 
don’t want to. It will cut down my time 
at the beach.” 


Why judo? 

| never did figure that out... 
cultural upbringing or something. So | 
got involved in judo, and was into that 
for quite a while. And before you ever 
learn how to throw anybody, you learn 
how to fall. If it wasn’t for my 
background in judo, |’d be so bruised 
by now. But now, | fall off my 
skateboard and say, ‘‘Big deal!’’ | 
never get hurt. 


You've never had a bad fall? 
No. 


| understand that you taught a class 
in skateboarding last spring. In fact, it 
was the kids in that class who 
encouraged you toward competition. 

Yeah. For the last few years, | kept 
bringing my skateboard to college with 
me, and at lunch breaks |’d skate up 
on the campus. And one day | was 
skating home through the park when 
some kids came up and asked if I'd 
teach them. So we started holding 
classes. The first day we had three 
people. The next weekend we had ten, 
and it eventually expanded to fifteen. 
And all of a sudden we found out, 
“Hey, there’s a need for this!”’ 


You weren't getting paid for 
teaching the class? 

No, it was all volunteer. | was 
working full time—forty hours a 
week—and going to school full time, 


“You just try to 
influence the sport 
through different 
techniques.”’ 


so | didn’t have much time to do 
anything. But | figured volunteering 
time with the kids . . . that’s fun! So we 
had regular classes, and all of a 
sudden the kids started getting pretty 
good, and they said, ‘‘What about 
contests?’ So | put together some 
contests for the kids, but it was 
nothing like what we have now. And 
then the kids said, ‘Hey, we heard 
about a contest. Why don’t you get in 
it?’’ And | answered, ‘‘Man, I’m too old 
for this. That's for you guys.”’ But they 
said, ‘‘Go on!” 

So | got into the contest (the Dyno 
Huntington Center contest), and took 
first place in the seniors division. At 
that contest | learned a lot from Fred 
Flavell, who was best overall skater 
there. | went back and practiced, and 
about a month later they held the 
Bahne-Cadillac Nationals . . . so that 
was the second contest I'd ever been 
in. Somehow, | took first place, and 
got into a bunch of others and won 
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five in a row. And then | went to 
Northridge . .. what happened? (Russ 
placed second to Tom Sims at 
Northridge, although Russ had a 
perfect score.) 


Are you planning to enter any future 
contests? 

I’m not sure. Contests are fun, but 
| was getting totally dissatisfied with 
the way they were being run. | prefer 
skating for an audience. 


As opposed to a set of judges? 

Hey, no way do | ever want to skate 
for judges. | figure it’s a waste of time 
now. But at the Hang Ten contest, | 
felt so good ’cause the audience stood 
up and yelled, ‘‘Far out, all right!”’ 
Then you go out and skate, and 
they’re hooting and hollering, and 
you’re trying to make them feel good 
too. It’s a neat form of communication 
where you can talk to three or four 
thousand people at one time—just 
grooving on each other. | had a good 
time there . . . until about two in the 
morning! 


Where do you think contests are 
heading in the States? 

| think if people don’t wise up and 
keep contests honest—| mean full-on 
honest—and put their hearts back in 
the contests, they’re going to blow it 
for everybody; and | think the industry 
ought to realize it. | think competitors 
are going to say, ‘Hey, if we can’t 
have an honest contest, let’s just get 
out of it!’ And then the kids will think, 
“All those top performers are quitting, 
it’s no better up there than it is down 
here. Maybe this sport isn’t all that it’s 
cracked up to be.’’ And then the 
industry’s going to lose their market, 
and skateboarding will become a fad 
sport again. 


So you think contests are important 
to the industry? 

Oh yeah. Every kid likes to associate 
with things, whether it’s a star in 
basketball, a big surfing star, 
whatever. It’s important to associate, 
to feel part of an important movement. 


And what about professionalism? 

I've been into skateboarding for 16 
years, and it’s really been an intimate 
thing. It was one of the best friends 
l’ve ever had. If | was bummed out, | 
could go out and go skating... 12 
midnight, God! 


Now it’s turned professional, and at 
Del Mar, | thought, ‘‘Wouldn’t that be 
a dream if | won the thing!”’ And it 
came true... ! was probably more 
shocked than anybody. Well, it was 
different—you win all this stuff, and 
everybody's making offers. Like, | 
always thought, if | could get a free 
trip to Hawaii, that would just be the 
coup. Well, | came back from Hawaii 
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about six weeks ago, went to Australia 
for a month, and now I’m going back 
to Australia. As far as professionalism 
is concerned, all | do now is 
skateboard. 


So you might be considered the first 
professional skateboarder? 
Yeah ... far out! 


You’ve been making a livable 
income from skating since the 
beginning of the summer. 

Yeah. | don’t know how much !'Il 
make this year. | got started pretty 
slow. But in the past three months I’ve 
made about $5,000, so | hope that’s 
some indication that things will pick 
up. I’ve got a lot of offers in 
Australia—that’s the main reason I’m 
going back there. | wrote a book for 
Hamlin Publishing Company, ‘All You 
Need To Know About Skateboards,”’ 
and I'll be doing endorsements for 
Levi's, Golden Breed Sportswear, and 
Coke. |’ll also be doing something for 


“I think as far as 
mental preparation 
goes, the more you can 
smile, the more that 
reminds you that you’ re 
supposed to be out 
there enjoying 
yourself.”’ 


GMC-Hoiden (a major Australian car 
manufacturer), Grace Brothers (a 
department store chain), and Grace 
Brothers Travel Agency. We set up 
contests and run them for the kids, 
and keep them as honest as possible. 
I’m also going to be doing a signature 
model board for Australia. There’s a 
lot of sources of income when you can 
represent six or seven different 
companies that don’t have conflicting 
interests. It’s a lot easier to tie things 
up in Australia. | think the attitudes of 
the people are a little mellower. 


Is the general public in Australia 
more behind the idea of 
skateboarding? 

They're keeping it for the kids. Right 
now, it’s innocent. It’s new, and 
understanding the mistakes I’ve seen 
happen in the States, I'd like to try to 
influence it in the right direction. 


How big is the sport in Australia? 

| was really surprised. We got off the 
plane and drove through the city, and 
every kid’s got one. | thought, ‘Wow, 
this is almost as big as L.A.!”’ 


That was Sydney? 
Yeah. But | went through Adelaide, 


and all the kids were riding 
skateboards. We're going to be doing 
a nationwide tour to promote freestyle 
skating, keep the kids off the street. 
They’re building two or three new sites 
in Australia just to accommodate 
skateboarders. 


They’re building skateboard parks? 
They have one in Adelaide called 
the Velodrome. It’s a big banked thing, 

just outrageous! 


It’s challenging riding? 

Yeah. Australia has really got it on. 
They asked the (former) Prime 
Minister to ban skateboarding in 
Australia, and he said, ‘‘Hey, look. | 
know if | was a kid, I’d want to ride a 
skateboard, so | can’t see banning any 
pleasurable existence for our children. 
I’m not going to promote any negative 
legislation toward the sport.’’ He really 
sounds like a good guy. 


Are most of the skaters younger 
kids? 

No, a lot of high schoolers ride. In 
fact, the guy who won the Coke 
contest, a guy by the name of David 
Hill, is around 29 years old. He won 
the open freestyle. He’s a school 
teacher in Sydney, and | think they're 
going to call him ‘‘Grandpa,”’ too. 


Is skating much different in 
Australia? Is it more surfing inspired? 

It was weird, because | judged the 
contests down there, and you'll see a 
guy performing, and you'll think, ‘‘! 
know whose style that is!’’ Guys with 
straps on their board—'‘That’s Steve 
Brown!” Or, ‘‘That’s Jay Adams!’’ 


A study in contrasts . . . Russ 
skating his home grounds at Bixby Park. 


1 








—— 
& = 




















Russ has recently adapted his freestyle body-english to poolriding . . . 


with impressive results. 


Where do you think their influences 
are coming from, aside from yourself? 
Through movies, magazines, and 

personal demonstrations. The kids 
aren't that talented yet, but there’s a 
few good kids down there. 


How would you rate them against 
California skaters? 
| don't think that’s fair. 


Maybe six months behind? 
Yeah, maybe. 


Would you say skateboarding has a 
big future in Australia? 

The population of Australia is only 
13 million, whereas in the States it’s 
something like 250 million. But 
everybody lives along the coast, so a 
bigger ratio of people would 
skateboard. 


What types of boards are they 
riding? 

They have one particular 
(mass-produced) board that’s made 
out of wood, and it’s probably the 
worst board in the world. You try to 
turn them .. . they’ve got these trucks 
that are guaranteed not to turn. Most 


of the boards that are any good are 
imported from the States. Golden 
Breed is now making a fiberglass 
board, and somebody was putting out 
a counterfeit Bahne. 


So you'll be back there during their 
summer months promoting the sport? 

We get so much publicity down 
there; every day there’s something on 
television, in newspapers, or in 
magazines. We've got two more 
months of contest circuit we have to 
set up for Grace Brothers. They have 
eight contests, and twelve people in 
each contest will go to a final. That’s 
96 people competing to get the New 
South Wales championship title. And 
then they'll go into other states in 
Australia and have championships 





“It’s important to 
associate, to feel a part 
of an important 
movement.” 








“You have to have a 
bag of M & M’s in your 
back pocket.”’ 


there, leading toward a big national 
contest—they’re really doing it up 
right! When we do contests in the 
States, it’s a major task just to 
organize one. 


You were talking about a signature 
model that will be coming out in 
Australia. Would you go into the 
specifications of your favorite board? 

| think the best all-around board is 
about 6%"’ wide and about 28” long. 
That gives you a wide base of support 
for maximum balance, a lot of surface 
area to walk around on, and it’s a little 
more forgiving on errors—you can 
correct your balance easier on a wide 
board. Also, if you’re in high jumps or 
long jumps, you have a bigger target 
to aim for. | like a board that’s not real 
heavy, but heavier than most. It seems 
to balance better. As for trucks, 
there’s a lot of good ones out. The 
wheels | like are soft and a little 
smaller than Stoker size—they’re those 
big Power Paws. They're quick, and 
they slide out when you want them to. 
Some wheels grip so well that they 
aren’t functional anymore. 


So your signature model will 
approximate this board? 

Yeah. This one will be fiberglass, 
and it’s going to have a molded, rough 
deck like a meat tenderizer so the kids 
won't have to scrounge around for 
deck tape. 


I’ve noticed that you usually wear 
shoes when you ride. 

In the Bahne-Cadillac contest | was 
still riding barefoot .. . it was just kind 
of a transition between then and now. 
| was skating eight hours a day, and 
my feet had so many blisters they 
were getting chewed up and leprosy of 
the toenail was setting in. | was also 
developing bone bruises on the arch 
of the foot where you hang your toes 
over the side of the board. With those 
bone bruises, I'd wake up in the 
morning and couldn't even walk on my 
feet, it was so painful. So | started 
wearing shoes and taking care of my 
feet, and have never had any 
problems since. Shoes, !'ve found, 
give you more confidence. You can go 
faster and stub your toes more times 
with less pain. 


How do you prepare for a day of 
riding? What physical preparations do 
you make? 

There’s a lot of physical preparation. 
You have to have a bag of M& M's in 
your back pocket—that’s mandatory! 
Can't get through a contest without it! 
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“I kind of feel that it’s 


not what goes into your 
mouth that makes you 
what you are; it’s what 
comes out of it.”’ 


So you don’t worry too much about 
your diet? 

| guess | should—l’ve really got a 
garbage diet. | drink a lot of milk, 
though . . . | kind of feel it’s not really 
what goes into your mouth that makes 
you what you are; it’s what comes out 
of it. 


What about mental preparation? 
How do you psych yourself up for a 
contest or demonstration? 

That’s the biggest enjoyment | get. 
The best example was at the Orange 
County Fairgrounds—that was such an 
emotional contest! Guy, you just pump 
yourself up, and you think, ‘Wow, let’s 
do it. This is for the people. | hope 
they enjoy it, ’cause, God, i'm going 
to enjoy it!’’ And after all the other 
finalists had gone through and people 
were coming up and telling me that 
there was no way | could win, | just 
said, ‘‘Oh. That’s OK. If | can’t win, I’m 
at least going to have some fun.’’ So 
| was feeling good and talking to the 
people as | went out to lay down some 
boards for my routine. Even during the 
routine, | remember skating past the 
judges doing a nose wheelie, and said, 
‘Hey, far out, look at this!’’ | was just 
laughin’ and gigglin.’ 

| think as far as mental preparation 
goes, the more you can smile, the 
more that reminds you that you're 
supposed to be out there enjoying 
yourself. And if you’re enjoying 
yourself, the audience and judges will 
think, ‘‘He’s having fun. We may as 
well have fun too!’’ At Orange County, 
they responded. (Russ took first in the 
men’s freestyle at Orange County.) 


Are there any religious or 
philosophical inclinations which 
contribute to your attitude? 

For a long time | didn’t believe 
anything. And then when | got in the 
service, some guy gave me a book 
entitled, ‘Good News For Modern 
Man.” lt turned out to be pretty good 
news! | got into trouble with it in the 
service though. 


So you didn’t always have your 
perpetual smile? 

| used to smile a lot, but | lost it 
when | went into the service. The Bible 
kind of helped me get it back. Ya 
know, you don’t really have to worry 
about anything, ‘cause... birds don't 
worry, and they eat OK. 

It really helps you maintain 
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equilibrium, stay balanced, and not 
become upset about a lot of the things 
that would normally worry other 
people. Like, when there was big 
money at stake in a contest, people 
used to argue, cheat, and stab each 
other in the back. If someone or 
something can push your spirit around 
that easily, you really don’t have it too 
much together. 


| know you've done most of your 
skating in and around the Bixby Park 
area of Long Beach. Has the flatland 
nature of the area dictated your 
emphasis on trick riding? 

That really does have a lot to do 
with it. Being a flat area, there’s no 
speed runs or bank riding places—no 
La Costa, Spillway, or Toilet Bowl. So 
everybody around here is into 
freestyle. Also, being a physical 
education major, I'd like a part of 
skateboarding that | could teach in a 
classroom-type situation that would be 
of maximum physical fitness benefit. In 
freestyle, the handstands build upper 
body strength, and general skating 
builds lower body strength. 


On the subject of handstands, you 
probably use them more and have 
more handstand variations than any 
other competitor. 

When | got into handstands, | 
figured it was another maneuver that 
could stand some innovation. At Del 
Mar, | did a handstand on one hand 
and one finger, and tried to vary that. 
But then we got into other tricks, and 
now it’s handstand wheelies. 


“It’s all a gift from your 
Creator.” 


Few Holds Barred 


Could you imagine someone 
finishing a routine with a two-minute 
handstand wheelie? 


Yeah, I’ve got something to say 
about that. Ya know, these static tricks 
are great for exhibitions, but in 
contests ... like, that one trick where 
the guy stands on the nose for two 
minutes and chatters his teeth. Could 
you imagine Janet Lynn getting out on 
the ice and standing on the tips of her 
ice blades for two minutes? You know 
what they'd do to her—they’d throw 
her off the ice! If it's skating, you skate 
with movement. It’s a dance 
form—that’s what I’ve seen from other 
sports. As far as exhibitions go, the 
static trick is far out, but certain things 
belong in certain areas. 

For instance, I’ve thrown out a lot of 
things . . . like that handspring. That’s 
far out to see for the first time, but it’s 
strictly gymnastics, not skating. 
There's other things | don’t do in 
routines anymore because I’ve 
recognized that it’s not part of a 
freestyle skating routine. Too bad 
some guys haven't realized that same 
thing about their routines yet. 


| know you’ve done some bank 
riding in the last year. Do you have a 
favorite spot? 

| guess I'd rather ride Spillway than 
anywhere else. You can get a little 
more radical on banks and get more 
speed. But it’s harder for me, so it’s 
more of a challenge. | like the learning 
aspect of it—always learning, 
experiencing something different. 


How do you fee! about the recent 
closing of Spillway, Vermont and other 
spots? Will the trend toward outlawing 
the sport continue? 





In Australia it started out the same 
way. The first reaction people have is, 
““Skateboarding’s dangerous. | know 
‘cause | saw a kid fall off and get 
hurt!’’ But you look at other sports, 
like bicycle riding, where you've got 
ten to thirty thousand kids killed in 
America each year from bicycle 
deaths. And Muhammad Ali doesn’t go 
into the ring to put band aids on Joe 
Frazier—that’s a full-on vicious thing. 
Football, too, those guys aren't out 
there shaking hands—that’s a violent 
sport. And if our population continues 
to use double standards in allowing 
only certain sports to go on. . . that’s 
just nuts! Skateboarding’s so safe if 
it's organized and run properly with 
good supervision. 

Even spillways have to be 
supervised. Like, | noticed when we 
first got to Spillway, everybody went 
crazy. They went way beyond their 
limits. Myself, | think it was three or 
four days before | even really got into 
the place. You have to realize your 
limits, stay within them, and get the 
place wired. And then you go crazy! 


How do you fee! about mandatory 
use of helmets at certain spots? 

At places like Spillway, | think it’s a 
good idea. If it protects the skaters, 
then it protects the sport. And what’s 
good for the sport should overcome 
personal preference. 


Regarding the future of the sport, 
how much importance do you give to 
technological advancement? 

Technological advancements are 
really good. | know we were doing a 
lot of tricks on the clay wheels, but we 
learned most of our tricks on the 
urethane wheels. . . | think more 
important than equipment, though, is a 
kid's attitude to express himself. It’s 
really up to the individual, and a lot 
more credit should be given to the 
individual than to his equipment. 


What about skateboard parks? 

I'd like to see a skateboard park to 
accommodate everybody. Because, if 
it's going to reach out to the 
population, it will have to hit all 
aspects of skating—things designers 
might not know about. You’ve got 
bank riding, freestyle, slalom, an 
obstacle course, pool riding, and 
they're all separate, though they’ve 
got a common bond: you do it ona 
skateboard. 


| know that Scott Dittrich (‘‘Fluid 
Drive’) has some footage of you at 
Spillway. How do you feel about the 
crop of upcoming skateboarding and 
skateboarding/ surfing films? 

Some of them will act as a positive 
force. For instance, there’s guys doing 
safety films for unified school districts, 
and also (sequences) for promotional 


films to be shown in other parts of the 
world so that skateboarding will get a 
good name. Naturally, different films 
give different opinions, and they can 
either be good or bad. Like, the 
networks want to see the crashes, the 
blood and guts, the ‘‘excitement”’ of 
the sport, ‘cause that’s what the 
spectators will be after. Who wants to 
watch a Saturday afternoon 
tiddley-winks game? | think if we give 
into that, sure we’re going to get a 
million people watching, and a million 
people who will, when it comes to their 
town, want to ban skateboarding. 
What would be good is a full-on family 
entertainment film that dad and mom 
could bring the kids to—kind of like an 
“On Any Sunday” type thing. 


Some friends of mine saw you 
recently in a commercial short shown 
in a regular movie theater. (Russ looks 
surprised.) You didn’t know about 
that? 

As far as exploitation goes, it’s not 
so much of the sport as of the riders. 
A lot of kids don't realize the business 
aspect of getting on film. A lot of film 
producers are taking advantage of 


“*_..and if elected, I'll 
put two skateboards in 
every garage.” 


them—I| mean, they're actors, 
performers. | think they should be paid 
as performers. 


Have you been paid or offered 
payment? 

No (lightly), | get exploited... | 
think everybody does; and, true, you 
have to look at the publicity aspect— 
and then you pay your $2.50 and see 
yourself in the movie. But | guess I'd 
rather be skateboarding or skiing than 
watching myself in a movie. I’m 
not much of a spectator. 


What's this obsession with skiing? 

| like snow skiing so much; there’s 
so many reasons. It’s the best feeling 
I've ever got into. Like, you can really 
scare yourself, whether you’re going 
fast or jumping off a cliff—l mean, you 
can just turn your hair straight up! And 
it’s a friendly sport: you'll fall, and 
people will stop and ask you if you're 
all right. It’s just so beautiful. But it’s 
expensive, and | can’t do it all the 
time—distance makes the heart grow 
fonder. So, | really love skiing; and I’m 
going to love it to death for the next 
two weeks. 


Before you leave, I'd like to ask why 
you think skateboarding is evolving 
into more of a sport than a fad? 

A sport, in my definition, has to have 
body motion, some kind of kinesthetic 


control—control of body movements— _ 
and there should be some kind of 
physical exertion, some kind of 
physical fitness benefit. 


Doesn't that apply to hula hoops? 

(Grinning) | think hula hoops would 
be a neat sport... . we had a girl who 
went to our school who was so good 
with a hula hoop, there’s no way that 
that’s not a sport—she does nine of 
them at once! That’s crazy .. . | have 
trouble with one. 

You know, they call fly fishing a 
sport. You stand there six hours— 
that’s no body motion—and drink beer. 


That’s a sport! 

Really . . . | think the difference 
between ten years ago and now is first 
the equipment, and second, it’s gained 
a lot more popularity and media 
coverage so that more kids are into 
what can be done on a skateboard. 

\’m really glad to see a lot of girls 
getting into the sport, too. Like, one of 
the highest paid sports people is Janet 
Lynn, where she makes $750,000 a 
year, some outrageous amount, for ice 
skating. Girls are definitely athletes. 
I’m not a big hit man for women’s lib, 
but women have a place in every 
sport, and skateboarding is no 
exception. They're definitely better to 
look at in competition; they're 
physically built where they can 
perform better than a guy, except 
maybe some of the strength moves. 
They havea lower center of gravity, 
and usually more grace. 

| think the individual level of 
competency is so much higher now 
that kids won't be as willing to let it die 
out as a fad this time. Also, ten years 
ago there was more emphasis on team 
competition from various products and 
corporations. This time there’s more 
individual emphasis, and kids can now 
relate to, say, their favorite star. 


Do you have any other general 
thoughts on the future of the sport? 

Ah, yes... and if elected I'll put two 
skateboards in every garage... 

Skateboarding could be big if people 
wanted it to be. It's big now, but it 
could continue to grow. We've got to 
work together. For instance, | think 
skateboarding’s just about the neatest 
sport you could put into a school 
system. I’ve worked with kids and 
done enough demonstrations to know 
what really works. But | don’t say, 
‘Hey, turn every kid on to 
skateboarding,’’ ‘cause some aren't 
meant to skateboard. Like, | didn’t dig 
a lot of sports in school. Baseball— 
God, | hated it, but they make you play 
it... this is a government for the 
people. School systems are part of 
that government, and they should 
work with people. Kids are people, no 
matter what anybody says! —® 
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The unbelievable aon, Means (above and been) in a frontside and backside aeeguit at an abandoned 
pool in Long Beach. Kenny's cool demeanor and smooth flow belies his true speed. In actuality, he’s faster 
than any skateboarder, and consistently blows minds at every major spot. Photos by Jim Cassimus (above) 


and Bob Smith (below). 
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Mark Dittmer and friends are into extended flights from the top of 
a two-story house. As far as they're concerned, they'll take a filled 
pool to an empiy pool any time. Mark’s father took both photos. 
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Skate chicken. Photo: Scott Dittrich. 








Tim Piumanta (jumping) and Jim Antony (prone) from Team Santa Cruz take on the ‘‘human hurdle."’ Photo: Progressive Message. 
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Chuck Rios and Darren Ferrara take 
catamaran skating to new heights in 
a photo by Jim Cassimus. 
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A three-shot analysis of 

hot Floridian Phil Del Cueto’s 
stylish drainage ditch attack. 
Photos this page by Darrell Jones. 














If you look carefully, you can pick out some of Santa Barbara’s 
better bowls. Photo: Dan Tower. 


Photographer David Abell captured the action of Tom Sims taking place in some 
of the aforementioned bowls. 





Although we weren't able to find out this contestant’s name by 
press time, we would like to say that this guy has a lot of heart. 
Despite the loss of a leg to a motorcycle accident, this guy has 
repeatedly competed at all the major contests in both slalom and 
freestyle, taking falls, but always getting back up. SKATEBOARDER 
applauds him. Photo: Richard Rutledge. 
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Cary Bishop caught cutting ‘‘dead man's curve” on 
the north shore of Lake Tahoe. Photo: Brad Bishop. 
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Photographer David Abell captures an unidentified skater in the Santa Barbara area. 


The below award-winning photo of Adalberto Muinos was set up by 
Adalberto, but his sister clicked the button, the button, the button. 
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Operating right under the noses of the 
American mainstream, David Peterson 
(ermal Ld MAIL CMM ale ltne Rel Are) 
connection with photographer Steve 
Haag. 
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jPhotographer Jim Cassimus caught skater Bill Smith in a super radical frontside commitment at the Long Beach pool. Most skaters will tell 
lya’ there’s nothing more difficult than skating a pool frontside, due to the fact that it’s more natural to weight with your heels than your toes. 
4 Bill must not have been reading the book of rules, but he’s leaning so far below his board that it's become a legitimate weighting position 


anyway. —® 
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“The amazing Brian Parry is back with still another empty 


‘pool in Westchester. Photo: Scott Jacobson. 


Brian Sorenson put this Brookhurst park wall to a use that the city 
planners never envisioned. Photographer Tony Freeman caught the 


action. 





Operating right under the noses of t 
American mainstream, David Peters 
(left and right) makes his undergrou 
connection with photographer Ste 
Haag. 
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Photographer Jim Cassimus caught skater Bill Smith in a super radical frontside commitment at the Long Beach pool. Most skaters will tell 
ya’ there's nothing more difficult than skating a pool frontside, due to the fact that it’s more natural to weight with your heels than your toes. 
Bill must not have been reading the book of rules, but he’s leaning so far below his board that it’s become a legitimate weighting position 


anyway. 
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Stoker Hill attack, 
Californian, Jay Adams 
arches to avoid losing 
rear-wheel contact while 
picking the best place to 
descend. Photo: Gary 
Terrell 
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Right now it’s pouring rain, hard, 
and the wind is blowing straight 
onshore, as a big Kona storm 
moves in over Oahu. The more it 
rains, the worse you know it will be 
for driving your car. Formerly 
smooth roads are suddenly filled 
with holes where the asphalt has 
caved in, and you know it will take 
the road crews months to get 
around to patching them, while 
working on Hawaiian time. The 
water is pouring down from the 
high peaks and down through the 
valleys where the drainage ditches 
funnel it into the sea. 

As | sit here on the North Shore, 
I’m thinking that just about every 
top skateboarding spot on this 
island is probably right now 
inundated with debris and 
fast-moving water. Most of the top 
spots are drainage ditch canals like 
Wallos and Uluwatu, which are 
located at the mouths of valleys in 
the Aina Haina, Hawaii Kai areas. 
Because of our Hawaiian weather, 
most of these places have very 





“The Californians were easily 
identifiable by their tennis 
shoes.’’—Aaron Chang. 

Brad Logan takes to the flat at 
Stoker Hill to practice the more 
delicate freestyle moves. Photo: 
Steve Wilkings. 





Hawaiian hot-shot Roy Jameson _ 
into a high speed vertical drop: 

the Peari City pool. Photo: Aaro 
Chang ‘ 







rough concrete, and coupled with 
the way these ditches are 
designed, it makes for very gnarly 
conditions. Brad Logan, who 
knows cement intimately, said that 
the way the cement had been done 
at most of the spots he had seen, 
if you happened to fall, it would 
really shred your skin. The way 
most of these places are designed, 
there is a very hard edge at the 
bottom of the bank where the flat 
center part of the ditch meets the 
vertical bank. This really slows you 
down as you come down off the 
top. Skateboards make a loud 
clacking sound as they come 
speeding down off the banks and 
hit this edge. Tony Alva told me 
that a lot of the places over here, 
especially Stoker Hill, reminded 
him of Funnels in Arcadia, which is 
famous for ripping people up, and 
has the same hard edge contour at 
the bottom of the bank. 
Skateboarding in Hawaii is gnarly. 
| spent a couple of months in 
San Diego last summer, and really 
got into buying beers and chips 
and hitting it up to La Costa for as 
many runs as | could physically 


handle. To me, La Costa was the 
ultimate skateboard paradise, and 
probably the place | would go more 
often than checking the surf in 
California. The Black Hill run was 
equivalent to surfing Laniakea on a 
perfect day all the way from the 
outside point through the inside 
bowls. And then it was back to 
Hawaii and flashing on the contrast 


- between the mainland runs and 


here. 

| used to think that the Comsat 
road above Sunset Beach was a 
good run until La Costa. When | 
came back, Brad and | tried to go 
down it and have fun, but the 
narrowness and gnarly asphalt 


WARNING 
KEEP OUT - DANGER 
NO TRESPASSING 
ANY PERSON ENTERING OR REMAINING UNLAW- 
BULLY IN, UPON, OR WITHIN THIS DRAINAGE CANAB 
MAY BE SUBJECT TO ARREST AND PROSECUTION 
FOR VIOLATING PROVISIONS OF SECTION 708-814 
(1) (A) OF THE HAWAII REVISED STATUTES. 


OWNER. CTY. COUNTY OF HONOLULE =f 


“No easy way to be 


free’’—Wallo’s reminder by Steve Wilkings. 


“Mellows’’—alive with potential. Photo: Gary Terrell 





precluded any good sessions. Also, 
if you lose your board off the side, 
it flies off into heavy jungle and 
thorny bushes on a very steep 
incline, which means you might as 
well write your skateboard off if it 
happens to go off the edge. The 
redeeming factor is the beautiful 
view overlooking Sunset Beach 
and Velzyland, as you skateboard 
down. 

I've been to a couple of sessions 
at the notorious ‘‘drainage ditch”’ 
up behind Kammies market and 
across the valley from Comsat. | 
was very wary the first time | went 
there, because three days earlier, 
my friends had been shot at 
traveling over the same route. | 
went with a crew of about nine 
people, including Brad Logan, 
Bernie Baker, Yuri, Peter Townend 
and Steve Wilkings, which made 
my paranoia even worse, for this 
wasn't the place to be blatantly 
obvious. Just after you get past 
Papa Espere’s house, you come to 
a pasture gate where there is 
posted a rather heavy warning: 
“Rifleman on guard, trespassers 
will be shot.’’ As | was crawling 
under the gate, helping with fluid 
heads and other camera gear, 
visions of ricocheting bullets 
danced in my head. We made it 
through thé pasture without any 
wounds, but not all of us would 
survive the day. The ditch is a 
steep, narrow drainage ditch, with 
the typical Hawaiian edge system. 
Tony Alva calls the ditch one of his 
favorites, and says that Jay Adams 
really rips it too. The ditch offers a 
heavy ending, with two big 
drainage pipes which Alva claims 
to have gone upside down in, but 
not quite making it. Yuri, Leonard 
and Bernie were setting up to film, 
record sounds and have Brad use 
the camera helmet. Townend and |, 
along with the others, were 
watching as Brad and Jack were 
flying up and down the banks, and 
as we watched, we wondered if it 
really was all that hard. Peter 
decided it wasn’t all that hard, and 
had begun to ride the banks on 
Brad’s Earth Ski and seemed to be 
quickly getting it wired. Then it 
happened. Peter came flying down 
from the top, threw it up the bank, 
but then hit a tuft of grass on the 
hard edge at the bottom. Peter’s 
board completely stopped as he 
flew and smashed hard against the 
flat middle part of the ditch. He 
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really hit hard, but immediately were amongst the scanners, movie, _ oblivious to the fact that this was 


jumped up and started brushing still scammers and various other a bad pool, they had it wired. Yuri 
himself off, seemingly unscathed. A — skateboard-surf enthusiasts. Brad did the lay down in the deep end 
few moments of nervous laughter, kept spinning out at.the top, and by __ with a super wide angle, and filmed 
thinking he was all right, and California standards, he rated it a looking straight up as the local 
suddenly he says, ‘| need a ride to bad pool, being too smooth and boys fired off the lips and teamed 
the hospital.’’ Peter had just too tight. Enhhhh, but da local up zooming around Yuri’s head in 
flashed on his baby finger, which boys, dey ripum brah! Roy pairs. 

had been completely torqued and Jameson and his friends were firing Jackie was running around the 
twisted around with the bone around the pool as if they were out pool grining in his classic stoked 
sticking out. Blood on the tracks, surfing at Chuns or Queens, way. The only thing he could say 


and we all immediately started 
wondering if it would ruin his 
chance to compete in the 
upcoming surfing contests. Bernie 
supposedly outran three cops, 
speed shifting in Leonard’s VW, 
taking Peter to the hospital. We all 
left soon thereafter, having to 
gingerly wind our way through a 
herd of cattle. | was especially 
nervous being caught between a 
baby calf and its parents, which 
I’ve always heard was the worse 
place to be in a herd of cattle. Tony 
claims the ditch is unreal, but I’m 
not kidding, my friends were shot 
at! 

A month or so later, | was once 
again caught up in that infectious 
skateboard excitement. It was a 
wild carpool of about four cars, 
with Paul Miller and Jackie Dunn 
commanding one, and trying to cut 
me off at all corners, fading me into 
the curls and generally driving their Roy Jameson on 
car like it was six-foot Rocky Point ashore runway Rolo: 
and | was behind them on a wave. Agronenarg 
We were heading for a pool in 
Pearl City, which unlike California, 
is a rare thing to come across in 
Hawaii, especially an empty one 





Pearl City pool crew. Photo: Aaron Chang 


with the owners willing to let the Light footed 
Nazi’s hang out and ride it. And Eon Ohere 
then there it was, and there we Photo Aston 


Chang. 





was “the pool is too heavy man.”’ 
And as we once again were 
grinding gears in the car pool 
mania, you could read Jackie's lips 
through the car window, ‘‘Hey, 
Paul, the pool is toooo0o heavy 
man!”’ 

As we pulled up to Stoker Hill in 
Waipahu, we flashed that maybe 
Saturday was the wrong day to 
come. All up and down the long, 


“Oblivious to the fact that 
this was a bad pool, they 
had it wired."’ Gary Owens 
photo by Gary Terrell. 


sloping drainage ditch were young 
kids firing Bertleman turns, 
spinning out on cutbacks at the top 
of the bank, and generally 
terrorizing the whole area. The 
walls of Stoker Hill are covered with 
that orangish colored dirt which 
drifts onto it from the nearby cane 
road where the big two-ton cane 
trucks fly by every half hour or so, 
raising clouds of dust. Kurt 





Mastalka was in the middle of all 
these people, running down the hill 
following a guy and filming him 
with his highspeed camera as the 
guy flew off the banks. He never 
crashed once. Another day at 
Stoker Hill, | saw Yuri totally crash 
into Steve Wilkings doing the same 
running along with the rider. This 
day there was only Brad, Tony 
Alva, Wilkings, Yuri and myself, 
along with about four other guys 
who had been skating all morning 
and were now sitting in the shade 
up at the top of the hill. We all had 
our cameras, and Brad and Tony 
quickly began shredding the 
banks. Tony was firing straight up 
the bank and then nose walking, 
going straight on the bank. His 
control is incredible. 

Meanwhile, it’s getting towards 


| two o'clock, and the young Nazi's 


who've ditched school early slowly 
begin to filter over to Stoker Hill, 
excitedly talking as they see Brad 
pulling nose wheelies at the tops of 
the banks. The Hawaiian kids 
haven't been exposed to freestyle, 
trick-type skating, so seeing Brad 
and Tony was a show they've never 
seen. About six or eight kids had 
gathered and just sat at the top of 
the bank hooting, laughing and 
blowing their minds at the 
skateboarding they were seeing. 
Tony was trying to do backside 
360’s at the top of the bank, and 
kept spinning out in the orange 
dirt, raising dust and shooting 
rocks around. The wheels on 
Torger’s old crucifixion model were 
coming loose, and Tony, after 
about six or seven attempts, just 
threw the board high up into the air 
and out of the ditch, disgusted. A 
hush went through the group of 
kids, “‘Eehhh you see da guy!” 
Tony blew their minds. Many of 
these kids are very hot themselves. 
Most of them are very young and 
small, but have riding the banks 
wired. Nine-year-old Casper, who 
had his pant legs rolled up forming 
perfect knee pads, would do 
Zephyr turns off the banks all day 
long. A lot of the kids have G.T. 
models because of the cheapness 
and availability of them in all the 
stores. You also see many 
homemade wood boards, soul 
Cruisers. 

Wallos is a whole different 
experience. This place has pretty 
crusty concrete, but a very 
interesting design. It’s a tiered type 
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“da local boys dey 
ripum, brah!” 

Roy Jameson 
"=| photo by Gary Terrell. 
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Still another spot called ‘‘da Bowl,” with Larry 
Bertleman working the terrain. Photo Gary Terrell. 








Stylish bank flow at Stoker Hill by Gary Owens. 
Photo Gary Terrell. 


“Wallo’s is a whole different 
experience.’’ Photo Gary Terrell. 
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“Buttons” eyes the 
reentry into reality ahead 
as he carves his line : 
through ‘‘da Bowl.’’ Photo 
by Gary Terrell. 





of thing, with banks on the sides | 
which you go up after you’ve come 
down off of about two tiered levels 
of flatness. There’s one spot on the 
bank where everyone hits at high 
speed and where Steve had 
situated himself with his 15mm. 
and F2 motor drive. The boys 
would sometimes come down in 
groups, clack-clack, while Wilkings 
fired off bursts as they flew by so 
awfully close to his new thousand 
dollar lens. One shot he got was of 
Tony where he’s doing a wheelie 
off the lip at the top of the bank 
with the nose of his board not 
much farther than about six inches 
from the lens. The only time | saw 
Steve flash in this dangerous 
position was when Alva spun out 
just before he got to Steve. Steve 
first heard a spinout sound before 
he saw what happened, and for a 
few mili-seconds, thought it was a 
board in the mouth, head or 
camera lens. 

Farther up the ditch from Wallos 
is Panics, a pretty steep, wide, 
smooth drainage area, but still 
weird because of the typical sharp 
edge. When we first arrived, Brad, 
Tony and | checked out the graffiti 
arrows at the very top, which is 
supposedly where you take off. 
Those guys said no way, but you 
never know how radical some of 
the locals probably get. Panics 
looked like a really good spot, but 
we couldn't get into it because of 
a lot of water running down the 
middle. 

This summer on Maui, Torger 
and Brian weni for a run down a 
long, steep hill, doing what only 
they can do on a skateboard. Nose 
wheelies, spinners, head stands 
and all the other tricks they did, 
plus style—an accumulation of 
years of experience. By their 
second run, the people who lived 
in the houses lining the hill, young 
and old, had come to the edge of 
the street to watch the two masters. 
By their third and fourth runs, the 
whole hill was lined with people 
clapping, hooting, screaming, dogs 
barking, flipping out on what they 
were seeing. Skateboarding in 
Hawaii is still in its early stages, but 
with the enthusiasm and potential 
I've seen in my limited experience, 
| know it’s here to stay. Hawaii just 
needs more horizontal concrete. 
Potential super skaters are 
everywhere. —® 
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ve , The electric Tony Alva, full throttle 
) < te Se off the top at Wallo’s. Photo by 


ren : Steve Wilkings. 


® ‘i. 7 
na 
my 

(i 
hg 

» "7 











FANTASY 
\ 


by Brian Gillogly 


On any Saturday or Sunday, just 
off the main road on the west side 
of Terminal Island, by 9 a.m., 
engines begin to roar and dirt flies 
as young motocross riders cut 
through the morning haze on a 
half-mile track aptly named Honda 
Haven. About a year ago, | 
remember driving past the track 
and stopping to watch the youthful 
daredevils practice their sport, a 
sport which, when placed in a 
competition setting, is regarded as 
one of the most dangerous in the 
world. And as | watched that 
morning, a fantastical thought 
came to me: ‘‘What if similar parks 
could be constructed for 
skateboarding?”’ For a few short 
seconds, the idea of a skate park 
with elaborate banked runs and 
deep-dished bowls teased my 
sensibilities. Moments passed and | 
drove on. 


q" April of last year, a conversation 
with South Bay’s outlandish 
skateboarding cult figure Bob 
Moore, drew my thoughts back on 
the subject of skate parks. We 
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traded ideas about simulated 
waves and tubes, and movable 
banks under a carpet of urethane, 
and agreed that anything was 
possible in an age of cassette TV 
and frozen pizza. 

But it was all just a fantasy, a 
surreal dream—that is, until | got 
my first look at a few of the existing 
“parks’’—dry drainage ditches, 
spillways, and cement 
riverbeds—which were just 
beginning to be ridden in the 
spring. Taking the drop at Vermont 
proved to be a revelation. And 
when | climbed the hill and caught 
my first glimpse of the huge Brea 
spillway, clean white cement 
stretching down the hill before me 
(undoubtedly, the Waimea of 
skateboarding), | felt a certain 
reverence. It was as if these 
structures were predestined to 
serve man, beyond the purpose for 


SKATE PARKS: 
OR REALITY? 


ZA 


which he designed them. 

Early last summer, there was 
even talk that L.A. City and County 
might give in to the kids, as well as 
the local police (‘It keeps them off 
the street!’’), and make Vermont 
“legal’’: turn it into a park with 
grass, trash cans, and his and her 
latrines. On August 27th, they 
chose another option, one which 


had proven simple and effective at —_ 

the Toilet Bowl the month before: 

speed bumps. S\ 
In the case of the Toilet Bowl, as . 

former local Randy Clark related, 

there were legitimate grievances NY 

leveled against the skaters by area BN 

homeowners: defacing public S 


property, Causing a public 
nuisance, etc. . . ‘We have only \ 
ourselves to blame,’’ Randy \ 
admitted. But at Vermont it was a 
different story. A spokesman for 
the L.A. County Flood Control 
District explained: 
“We granted permission to the 
city to open it as a park, but they 
backed out without explanation. |’d 
personally rather see the place 
open to the kids—! have kids who 


skateboard too! But we have to 
protect ourselves against lawsuits, 
and a single lawsuit can cost us 
more than $150,000.” Put in those 
terms, $2,000 for cement, fencing 
material, and labor is a good 
investment. 

In September, a young speed 
freak attempted to spear the Brea 
spillway from the top a la Shufeldt 
. . . He splattered at the bottom (no 


irreverence intended), and Spillway 
got the axe. More recently, L.A.’s 
Super Bowl was done in because it 
attracted a number of 
“undesirables’’ into the 
neighborhood (a local burglary was 
attributed to visiting skaters). 


E arly in December, | discussed 
this pressing situation with Jack 
Dimon of the Skateboard Racer’s 


Ro Teer mare re 


Association (SRA). | asked him 

whether the SRA had made any .- 

efforts toward opening up the more 

popular drainage areas for skating. 

Jack replied that they hadn't, 

simply because it was an | 

unrealistic course of action. | 
“Spillways and similar areas are 

dangerous,” he explained. ‘‘The 

transitions from one plane to 

another are usually too radical, 





“Taking the drop at Vermont proved to be a revelation.’’ Photo: Jim Cassimus. 


Vermont aftermath. 
Photo: Vince Ray. 
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and, as such, accidents occur 
frequently. 

“What we must do,”’ Jack 
continued, “is take those 
configurations that the kids have 
utilized—such as the Toilet 
Bowl—borrow from that, and create 
skating areas designed toward 
furthering what the kids are already 
doing on their own.” 

In other words, Jack Dimon, like 
many other people within the sport, 
sees the creation of new skate 
parks as important, if not vital, to 
the future existence of 
skateboarding. Toward this end, he 
has been working with Nick 
Apadaka of the L.A. City Parks and 
Recreation Department, Special 
Services, with the hope of 
developing a prototype park 
somewhere in Los Angeles. As of 
this writing, they are putting 
together a budget to present to the 
L.A. City Council which will include 
$10-12,000 for pre-construction 
engineering and development 
alone. 

In presenting their initial proposal 
to the City Council, Mr. Apadaka 
made reference to a fact sheet 
drawn up by the City of Ventura 
Community Outreach Coordinator 
Rusty Vardy, concerning a 
280-foot skateboard track 
constructed last summer in 
Ventura’s El Camino Real Park. 
The track is seemingly geared to, 
and best utilized by, the younger, 
inexperienced skaters; while 
Ventura’s more advanced riders 
tend to characterize it as a “‘push 
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track.’ Though Mr. Vardy should 
be commended for carrying the 
project through to completion, he 
concedes: “The track would be 
better if it was not quite so long; 
because the length of the track 
causes the skateboarder to lose his 
-or her momentum.”’ The track was 
done in-house at a cost of $4,420, 
and is believed to be the first of its 
kind in this country. 


ast summer, while the City of 

Ventura was dealing with the 
reality of skateboarding and trying 
to meet the present and future 
needs of their youth population 
(they also opened up certain hilly 
streets to ‘‘skateboard traffic 
only’’), groups and individuals in 
other areas were moving in similar 
directions. Foresight, concern for 





| (above) The Super Bowl rendered unskate- 
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the sport, and thoughts of possible ey 
monetary reward—not necessarily 

in that order—sparked a lot of easy % 
talk about new skate parks. But 
elementary research into costsand “A 
liability has since reduced the 
ranks of potential promoters. 
Among those people who have 
decided to pursue the dream, 
despite the cost in time, money, 
and patience, a few have decided 
to keep a low profile for various 
reasons of their own. Of the more 
vocal promoters, the following 
three are probably the most likely 
to have skate parks operating this 
year: Skatepark Constructors in 
Carlsbad; Sidewalk Surfin’ Centers, 
Inc. in the San Gabriel Valley; and 
Randy Clark in the San Fernando 
Valley. 

CARLSBAD SKATEPARK John 
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able at a cost of $12,000. ‘... we have 
only ourselves to blame.” 


Hot bowl rider Kevin Anderson 
attempts to ride around the bumps only 
to end up in a heap at the bottom. 


O’Malley and Jack Graham have 
formed Skatepark Constructors (a 
skate park construction company) 
and have begun work on a park 
which they are also funding. In 
November, they began clearing 
brush and leveling ground at their 
site on the grounds of the Carlsbad 
Raceway. Construction of a 
beginner's area of 12,000 square 
feet will come first, and it is 
expected to be opened to the 
public at the end of February. This 
area will feature ‘‘probably, four 
small valleys”’ and will have an 
indoor-outdoor carpet section for 
the very young skater. The 
beginner’s area will be fenced off 
from the rest of the park and will 
be supervised. 

The major area of the park will 
have approximately 88,000 square 
feet of finished surface, as 
compared with ‘‘the Reservoir’ 
which is 3,500 square feet. The 
runs will be constructed using 
formulas developed through the 
testing of skateboards on various 
slopes. John O’Malley explained: 

“We have a theoretical formula 
for the acceleration due to gravity 
down an incline of a rolling object. 
We use that as a basis; then we 
take the skateboards under actual 
conditions and relate that to the 
theoretical, correcting this 
formula.’’ Allowances will also be 
made for the effect of ‘‘pumping’’ 
toward speed on flat, irregular, and 
bowled surfaces. 

For example, in applying their 
formulas to the first U-shaped bank 
of the “Valley Run” (the longest 


The Corpus Christi Park in Texas (above) will be completed in April, 
1976... the first fully completed skate park of its kind. 





Carlsbad Skate Park co-designer/ constructor John O’Mally standing on 
the site of a future 13’ high bowl. Entering this bow! will exert 2 G's on 
the rider. Photo by co-designer Jack Graham. 


run in the park), the rider will go 
into the bank at about 25 m.p.h., 
applying a force of 2 G's to his 
body (in effect, he will double his 
weight). Thus, this will be a steep 
bank (it will actually have a ridable 
overhanging lip), ‘‘in order to 
capture and direct the momentum 
to where it’s challenging enough to 
the various levels of ability.”’ 

In addition to the Valley Run, the 
tentative design includes a mogul 
area, two freestyle areas, and two 
50-meter slalom runs. (The main 
slalom run will have a 16% slope, 
as compared with the favorite run 
at La Costa which is 6% at its 
steepest point.) The park will be 
paved in blacktop, except the steep 
banked areas which will require a 
gunite surface. Safety 
equipment—helmets, knee and 
elbow pads, shoes, and 


gloves—will be mandatory. No total 
cost figures are yet available. 
SKATEBOARD HEAVEN is the 
brainchild of William R. Russell and 
Joseph W. Gee Jr. of the San 
Gabriel Valley, who have set up 
Sidewalk Surfin’ Centers, Inc. to 
promote this and similar ventures. 
Funding for the project, which will 
run an estimated $180,000, is 
“expected” this spring, with the 
project completion date 
approximately five months 
thereafter. 

Russell and Gee have completed 
extensive research on the need, 
viability, and economics of their 
proposed park. Careful attention 
has also been given to the safety 
aspect of the operation, with air 
bag retaining walls to be used 
“whenever possible,’’ and 
complete safety equipment to be 
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required. The gunite surface will be 
coated with a urethane resin 
(reportedly, at 6 or’7 cents per 
square foot) to make for better 
traction and softer landings. 

The park will have 32,000 square 
feet of skating area and will deviate 
from the architectural drawing to 
allow for a slalom area ‘‘with about 
the same dimensions as the Bahne 
Ramp.” An unusual feature, ‘‘the 
Tube,’ may possibly be 
constructed to simulate actual 
“green room’”’ conditions: water 
curling overhead through curved 
sheets of plexiglass, accompanied 
by the necessary auditory effects. 
RANDY CLARK’S SKATETOWNE 
will feature a more simplistic design 
than either the Carlsbad Skatepark 
or Skateboard Heaven, and will 
have a more modest budget as 
well. Randy figures he will need 
approximately $60,000 for fencing, 
lighting, excavation, grading, 
surfacing, and drainage, with the 
nonessential elements of the park 
(such as a large pro shop) to be 
built with early profits. 

The basic design, Randy 
explains, is “a series of seven runs 
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that are excavated from 0 to 8 feet 
in depth, with a continuous banked 
wall on both sides in S-turn 
configurations.’’ The freestyle area 
will have sloped walls on the sides, 
so that a rider may easily maintain 
constant speed. The slalom course 
(not shown in the artist’s rendering) 
will run 200 feet in length and have 
banked walls, so as to 
accommodate both head-to-head 
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Bowl maestro Randy Clark's preliminary design. 


The name Skateboard Heaven was a natural for this beauty. 





and giant slalom (using the banks). 
Paving will be done in gunite rather 
than asphalt, the former being a 
more permanent surface. 

Randy’s concern for liability, as 
well as safety, has strongly 
influenced his design. Although he 
has been called ‘‘the King of the 
Toilet Bowl,”’ his park will not have 
any bowl-shaped contours due to 
“the increased risk of collisions.” 
























Wooly Langbein: Photo lan Borland. 


Greg Weaver into clean strokes at the Reservoir. 
Photo: Art Brewer. 


Edmonton Bowl... 
just another hot place. 
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(Above and right) Ty Page 
performs his own special magic 
at the Reservoir. Whether on 
front wheels or back, steep 
slopes or bowls, the guy is 
incredible. Photos: Warren 
Bolster. 














For this same reason, intersecting 
runs have been eliminated from the 
design. 

The park will be built on one acre 
square (43,560 square feet), 
somewhere in the San Fernando 
Valley; ‘because 40% of L.A.’s 
population lives out there.” 


t is Curious to note that, unlike the 

Carlsbad park or Skateboard 
Heaven, Randy Clark’s Skatetowne 
would not require its clientele to 
wear protective gear. Randy states, 
“We do want to push the safety 
aspect, but about as far as we 
could go would be to make the 
skaters wear shoes. Requiring the 
use of helmets and pads would be 
rough because you'd turn away a 
lot of business.” 

Whether or not Randy is 
accurate in his judgment of his 
fellow skaters is debatable. Randy 
is clearly correct, however, in 
assuming that safety gear protects 
only the skater, and is not crucial 
to the liability of the park owner. In 
essence, the skater would enter the 
park ‘‘at his own risk,’’ with the 
park owner primarily only legally 
responsible for negligence in 
design or upkeep of the facility. 
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This is the case with the Ventura 
skateboard track, which is 
unsupervised and open to the 
public 24 hours a day. 

Although skate park liability boils 
down to the question of direct 
negligence, liability releases (or 
“waivers’’) would still be a legal 
asset in court. Yet, the problem 
with such releases is obvious: 
many of the park users would be 
minors, who would require the 
signature of their parent or legal 
guardian on the release. 

The promoters of Skateboard 
Heaven, however, feel that even a 
legally invalid release would serve 
a purpose: ‘‘to inform everybody 
who goes onto the park that there 
is an inherent risk, . . . as in any 
sport like this—roller skating, ice 
skating, snow skiing.’’ Such a 
waiver does not have any bearing 
on the $1,300,000 liability 
coverage which Skateboard 
Heaven would carry in case of 
lawsuits. 


here are at least two definitive 

conclusions to be drawn 
concerning skate parks: first, they 
would be a positive force within the 
sport; and second, they will be too 





Steve Cathey deep in a Reservoir bowl. Photo: Lance Smith. 


long in coming. 

Skate parks will attract good 
press to the sport, and they will 
begin to accommodate a stable 
skateboarding population in this 
country of between 10 and 20 
million people. But these parks will, 
unfortunately, crop up very slowly: 
because there is an element of risk 
involved in any type of new 
venture; and because uncertain 
economic periods are conducive to 
“safe,’’ that is, conventional 
iong-term investments. (William 
Russell of the Skateboard Heaven 
project points out that it’s in times 
like these that low-cost recreation 
and entertainment profit so well.) 

Maybe these first few parks will 
get the wheels rolling and convince 
the good skates with big money, 
the open-minded civic groups, and 
the more aware politicians and 
other government officials, that 
skate parks are a good thing. 

In the meantime, we'll just have 
to make do. And if you happen to 
fall off your suicide toy while 
cruising your favorite drainage 
ditch, and you land in the doctor's 
office, tell him you did it playing 
football. That always seems to go 
over much better. ~® 











Larry Myers on a steep tunnel flight. 
Photo: Sam Jones. 





“In the meantime, we'll just have to make do.”’ Randy 
Clark takes on the steep walls of the Mini Bowl, while 
Pat Darin films for Scott Dittrich’s new movie 
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“Freewheelin’. 


(7 





Creative areas, is 15-year-old Steve 
Monahan. 

Steve is not usually considered a 
surf-skater, although he started out 
as one over a year ago, and is 
again following his natural 
inclinations. In the intervening 
period, Steve concentrated on 
St learning all the tricks, as well as 

Cve how to apply them in winning 
contests. In his second 
sel Monahan competition, he began jumping 
over obstacles such as ropes, 
15 years old, low-set flags, or anything handy, 

‘ 7 just to add a little flash to his 
rides for Sims Skateboards — joutine. At his third contest, he 

skated off a four-foot-high table, 

The Ventura-Santa Barbara area which, reportedly, “freaked people 
of California has produced some of __ out.’’ (‘‘I just knew | needed to do 





the hottest surfer/skaters to something radical to win.’’) By the 
emerge in competition during the end of the summer, Steve’s hard 
last year. Tom Sims, Richard work and strategy had paid off with 
Vanderwick, and Davie Miller are eight first places, $225 in earnings 
three that immediately come to from demonstrations, and stunt 
mind. They are all style-conscious work in an upcoming feature 
skaters who rely on arcing turns movie. 
and power moves for the But, now that things have 
substance of their riding. Another simmered down for the winter, 
local skater, one who began under Steve is concentrating on his 
one + erent a aN the tutelage of this school but surfing, and bringing “more flow”’ 
Proto. Richard auvecge: quickly branched out into other to his skateboarding. His 
#} 
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A wall discovered at the Belmont Park contest provided another new challenge. 
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slide-arounds have never been 
lower and his overall style, never 
smoother. As for future contests, 
Steve will ‘most likely’’ be in there, 
flowing on the ground and flying 
through the air, demonstrating why 
he has been called part acrobat 
and a thoroughly professional 
skateboarder. “® 





written by Brian Gillogly 
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Steve, frontside and backside, at a pool near his home. 
Photos above and above right by George Billinger. 





Concentrating on his flow. Photo: Richard Rutledge. 
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Bob Skolberg and Henry, fair stoked indeed 
over a recent monetary transaction. 
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Gordon & Smith Fibre Flex 
23 years old, rides for the 
Team 


Contrary to many hot riders, 
Henry considers himself very 
conservative. ‘'| never ever go fast. 
The fastest ever was the speed 
race at the Hang Ten contest (24 
m.p.h.). I’m just chicken to go flat 
out.”’ This puppy attitude has been 
very successful, as Henry is the 
all-time leading money winner in 
skateboarding. Included in his 
technique, ‘‘the very best 
equipment is a 100% must.” 


Henry’s into full body extensions, as well as his consistent inertial weight, over the median 


board arc, slalom attack. 





In competition, helmets and 
kneepads aid in confidence. ‘‘Just 
compare my knees to guys who 
don't wear ’em.”’ 

Henry's success may have 
something to do with what's written 
on the bottom of his board. Good 
luckK—good traction. He realizes the 
essence of slalom is traction. 
Practice on the sandy-covered 
Shores boardwalk has been an aid, 
learning to shut off a pump when 
you lose traction. 

He feels contrary to surfing, 
skateboard technique can be 
taught, stance, weighting, etc.; and 
he has been quite an aid to tuning 
and polishing the G & S team. 

“Some of my favorite riding is 
sidewalks with the little kids. 
They’re stoked and open to take 
criticism to advance their skills. My 
favorite riders include Chris 
Yandall, Stacy Peralta and Torger 
Johnson.” 

“| can’t see much improvement 
in equipment, it’s so good already. 

As some of the locals check the 
surf at the Shores sea wall, a 
curious sound can sometimes be 
heard—whoosh, whoosh, here 


comes Henry. You can tell him 


from the way he pumps his board. 
After a couple of runs up and down 
the walk (over a mile long), he pulls 
in. 

How do you keep that thing 
going without pushing with your 
feet? Henry answers with a 
demonstration. ‘You punch it and 
snap out each turn while thrusting 
ahead. To keep it going you use 
rhythmic body movement, using 
your whole body. Keeping your 
arms moving is just as important as 
your ankles.”’ 

He also feels surfing helps his 
skateboarding. He’s been riding 
sub-six-foot surfboards for the last 
five years. ‘| was a slow starter at 
surfing fifteen years ago.” Yet with 
time and patience, Henry’s 
considered one of the best 
short-board riders in California. His 
short-board experience and the 
fact that you must pump the new 
short sticks to keep ‘em going is 

-surely a factor in his ability to pump 
a skateboard. 


He cites weight as a factor, ‘‘l’m 
one of the heaviest racers on the 
circuit (191 Ibs.). | even eat a lot 
before contests to have plenty of 
punch in my pumps.” Henry’s even 


been seen pumping up hills! 

He sees two basic types of riders 
on the circuit today, the pumpers 
or flatland riders, and the 
downhillers. ‘| consider both 
groups equal, although the majority 
of racers are downhillers. The 
downhill guys ride without braking. 
They must be light on their feet 
because they are closer to the 
edge. Having a feeling for that 
traction edge is the key to a good 
downhiller.”’ 

Henry considers himself, Paul 
Engh and Stacy Peralta pumpers or 
flatland riders. The flatland guys 
are more controlled, using the 
pumps to not only accelerate, but 
also brake to adjust speed if 
necessary. 

While Henry does not consider 
skiing as closely related to 
skateboarding as surfing, there is 
comparable technique, although 
having twice as many edges makes 
for the opposite weighting in skiing. 

Henry spent last season at Sun 
Valley, where he witnessed Doyle 
and Cabell on Bahne’s Single Ski. 
“That is the closest thing to 
skateboarding on snow that I’ve 
ever seen.” 

The riders and equipment are so 


advanced beyond the terrain that 
skateboard parks will be a must. 
People are ready to go upside- 
down in pipes, so available 
concrete is the key.”’ 

As Henry heads home, you can 
almost see his mom’s artistic and 
dad's architectual lineage showing 
creative, controlled lines, pumping 
on down across the granulated 
pavement. “® 


written by Gary Keating 
eon 





Henry speeding through the cones, body full extended, utilizes his rapid oscillation Ahilitiag fac teint 
land. Henry has also recently attained the prestigious na 
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14 years old, rides for 
Makaha/Logan Earth Ski 


Talking about skateboards, for 
Laura, is almost as exciting as 
riding one, or at least more exciting 
than talking about anything else. 
While relaxing with her friends after 
a good hour’s workout on her 
board, she is enthusiastic and 
attentive when the talk is of new 
tricks or how she likes ‘‘showing 
up the guys,”’ (radical feminism has 
hit skateboarding, too, after all). 


But when conversation wanders off _ 


onto other topics, she becomes 
restless and jumps back up to ride 
a while longer. It is only natural, 


Written by Cindy Berryman 


because it is what she likes doing 
best. 

Laura is a relative newcomer to 
skateboarding. When she saw 
skateboards appearing around her 
hometown of Torrance, she 
decided they looked like fun and 
that she would like to try riding 
one. So for her thirteenth birthday, 
just a year and a half ago, she got 
her first skateboard, and has been 
on it as much as possible ever 
since, which is, as she says, ‘‘at. 
least three hours every day.”’ 

The amount of riding that Laura 
does shows in her style and grace. 
She does the tricks that the guys 
do—nose wheelies, 360’s, kick 
turns—but with the flow and grace 
characteristic of the women 
skaters. She excels at the difficult 
wheelies, and her natural rhythm 
puts her on top in slalom. Freestyle 
is Laura's favorite style of riding, 
although she is also quite 
impressive in slalom (in the San 
Diego World Contest, she clocked 
in the fastest time for the women 
that day). All this adds up to a style 
that is uniquely her own, although 
she is no doubt influenced by the 
styles of her favorite riders Greg 
Weaver, Steve Cathey, Bruce 
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Skatin’ more mellow days at La Costa before 
the crowds, bulldozers and eventual closure. 








Logan, Ty Page, and Chris 
Yandall—quite an impressive (and 
tasteful) list. 

When Laura is learning a new 
trick, she devotes most of her time 
to it until she gets it down the way 
she thinks it should be done. She 
has no real teachers, but instead 
watches to see how a particular 
trick is done, then goes off by 
herself to practice. Her newest 
trick—the one she’s working on 
now—is the nose-to-tail wheelie, 
which she says she ‘‘stole from 
Bruce.”’ Her hardest trick is the 
space walk, and just the 
mentioning of this trick sends her 
back on her board to try it again. 
She’ll have it wired in no time, too. 

Laura's favorite place to ride is 
“The Reservoir,’’ a mellow-sloped 
bowl where she likes to let loose. 
‘| feel like I’m flying over these 
walls,” she says. ‘'l love it.”’ 

Laura says she is going to keep 
quiet about her ‘‘Who’s Hot’’ until 


the magazine comes out—"'I’m not - 


going to tell anyone; I’m just going 
to let them see for themselves.” 
The same philosophy applies also 
to her riding—there’s no need to 
say more, for we can see for 
ourselves, ~® 





Poise at speed. 


Laura’s relaxed composure and style recently paid off ina 
filming/ modeling session with the French Vogue magazine. 
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surprising about ‘‘Aki’’ is that he 
traveled over 7,000 miles at his 
own expense to compete in the 
contest, only after winning his 
regional competition three months 
earlier—the Japanese National 
Championships. 

Eighteen-year-old Aki lives in the 
greater Tokyo area where he is a 
Datsun mechanic by day and a 
compulsive skateboarder in the 
evenings. On weekends he often 
does demonstrations for ‘‘The 
Surf” Surf Shop, whose owner, 
Masahiko Kito, ‘“‘discovered”’ Aki’s 
instinct for skateboarding, and 





‘ 18 years old, pushed him on his way. 
rides for ““The Surf” Masahiko’s home movies of 
Surf Shop skateboarding in Santa Cruz, 


California, in 1973, provided some 
early inspiration for Aki, along with 
Hironori Akiyama is an unusually a few surf films and surf 





dedicated skateboarder. The truth magazines—hardly thorough 
of this statement came at last instruction. The rest was 
summer’s San Diego-World imagination and a synthesis of his 
Contest, where, after only four or varied background in athletics: 
ont : five months of skateboarding, he . roller skating, ice skating, 
HirenorlAkiyama. . . Japanese National placed around tenth in the men’s free-exercise gymnastics, judo, and 
Brereuca nee naMinie” freestyle, out of a field of 35 karate (he is a black belt in both). 
accomplished riders. (He would Aki learned so rapidly that 
have very likely placed higher had Masahiko was quick to refer to him 
his shoelace not come untied as ‘‘a born skateboarder.’ 
during the first few seconds of his Aki is currently into downhill 
routine.) Yet, what is even more free-form, but he also has a full 


Photos by Masahiko Kito 
Tokyo, a vast wonderland of concrete and asphalt, was ‘‘a natural’’ for skateboarding. 





One-footed nose wheelie with style. 
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repertoire of standard, contest 
freestyle tricks (handstands, 
wheelies .. .), with a welcome 
spicing of original maneuvers. For 
instance, Aki will start off his 
routine by taking off on his knees, 
then jumping to his feet, a difficult 
move on a short 24-inch board. His 
agility and looseness are similarly 
evident in his fast, radical gyrating, 
from which he'll go into power 
slides or backside bottom turns 
that look even more ‘‘Weaver”’ than 
Weaver's. 

Aki feels that much of his style 
and technique will be adaptable to 
his surfing, of which he is only now 
learning the fundamentals. (Is the 
natural progression from surfing to 
skateboarding, valid in reverse? 
Jim Pilkenton, whom Aki stayed 
with in California, reports that he 
showed strong wave-riding 
potential on one of his first times 
out, especially in employing his 
skateboarding pumping motion to 
his surfing.) 

However, Aki plans to continue 
skateboarding, putting to good use 
his observations in San Diego of 
his California counterpart. ‘And, 
maybe next year I'll corne back,” 
he stated only half jokingly, ‘“‘and 
win!” 


written by Brian Gillogly 








Aki and “‘The Surf" crew pumping through Tokyo parks. 


A nose wheelie with a twist. 
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Denis Shufeldt.. . downhill master. 





Generally regarded as possessing the fin- 
est combination of the surf-ski style, 
Denis graces the asphalt with every 
Sweep. 
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Shufeldt 


25 years old. Team Captain, 
Bahne Skateboards 


“There’s Shufeldt,’’ the murmurs 
speed chain reaction through the 
weekend crowd which is poised on 
top of one of San Diego County’s 
finer, steeper hills. Indeed, it is 
Shufeldt—slowly weaving his VW 
fastback up the hill through the 
crowd, about to make what’s 
becoming a very rare (outside of 
contests) appearance, preferring 
normally to practice with the team 
at a more private spot nearby. 

Denis is more careful now; as a 
celebrity among skateboarders, he 
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Although seldom practicing, Denis hasa full working knowledge 
of most tricks, and can still pop wheelies with the best of ‘em. 


picks when he races, having more 
to lose than just one race—he 


makes his entire living from the 
reputation gained through hard 
work, “‘blue’s dues’”’ and an 
abundant amount of skill gained 
from 17 years of skating. He’s not 
about to throw it away on an 
unofficial race in which the danger, 
too, is always hanging over your 
head. He now waits to pick the time 
when the money, Official times, and 
safety precautions will insure that 
it’s worth his while to put it all on 
the line. 

As much as anything else, Denis 
is acutely aware of the safety. 
aspects of speed racing, and the 
effects that, as an example, he 
might have on someone seeing 
what he does in the magazine and 
attempting to imitate it without the 
same necessary experience. 
“People don’t really seem to grasp 
what I’m trying to do,”’ he says, 
rather unhappily. When asked to 
explain, he expresses his concern 
for promoting safety, improving 
equipment and competitions while 
working with the media to gain 
public acceptance for 
skateboarding. His participation in 
each of these fields, in one form or 
another (descriptions of which 





could easily take up the whole 
magazine), pretty much takes all of 
his time these days; that is unless 
he’s off for a weekend of skiing or 
surfing. It’s not at all unlikely that 
after careful consideration of all 
facets of the skating experience, 
Denis Shudfeldt could be considered 
the top professional skateboarder in 
the world, without ever having 
entered a contest at all. (Side note: 
Denis did complete at Anaheim in 
1965, taking 12th overall in the 
slalom division, and then again in 
1975, taking 1st in the Celebrity 
Slalom at the Hang Ten Pro/Am, 
but so far he has not competed 
professionally.) 

Paid well for riding for Bahne, as 
well as technical advice, officiating 
and endorsing products (mostly 
safety products), he has amassed 
wide-ranging sources of income, 
while others mostly pursue the 
narrow path of contest earnings or 
board sales percentages. 

The question might then be 
asked—why doesn’t Denis step up 
and finally prove beyond a doubt 
that he’s so hot? Well, the answer 
is simply that in 1975, he felt that 
he could do more for skating, while 
at the same time earning more from 
working with the contest otticials as 
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an organizer, figurehead 
spokesman and announcer, than 
he could as a competitor. Under 
these circumstances, it would 
naturally be difficult to compete 
and remain objective. 

Nineteen-seventy-six, however, 
looks to be a whole different story: 
with the advent of top dollars in 
formalized contests (well 
underway, thanks to people like 
Denis), he hopes to surface and go 
for it all. ‘It looks like ’76 will be 
a good year if | handle everything 
properly—I'd like my wife, Julie, to 
be able to quit work in a month or 
so.”’ 

Standing at the top of the hill 
now, Denis surveys the scene 
below and decides to put in a few 
runs before sunset. Dressing up in 
pads (soon to be replaced by 
custom leathers), gloves and a 
helmet, he’s ready. The skaters in 
the area have been waiting for this, 
and while pretending to go about: 
their business, keep one eye on the 


top of the hill. As he walks to the 


push-off area, the street clears as 
if a gunfight is about to take place. 
People excitedly yell to those at the 
bottom to “look out! Comin’ 
down!’ 

The first solo run will begin with 
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giant, precisely timed 
steps—pushing his short (by speed 
race standards) 24” skateboard. 
After 6-10 well-placed pushes, he 
quickly tucks into a 
fairing-pumping up and down to 
free the wheels from the ground, 
summoning all the forces available 
in this weight-unweight manner. 
Approaching the steepest section 
of asphalt, he settles into his 
well-recognized, full body fairing, 
eyes peering just above his 
outstretched fingertips, knees and 
feet tucked perfectly together. All is 
still now except for the flapping of 
clothing, as the wind ripples 
through it, his relative calm broken 
only by slight arm movements as 
he slices through the wind, 
pressing his hair against his head 
and tugging at his eyes. 

The crowd stares silently— 
they’re seeing a rarity—the 
total presence of a beautiful 
downhill flight. Denis, on the other 
hand, is into his total bliss phase. 
The phone ringing off the wall, the 
incessant never-ending questions 
and busy work that waits for him at 
home is far removed. Free-flying 
down this hill, he’s finally 
alone—nothing else matters.-® 









The curious few catch a rare glimpse of ‘‘the fastest man in the west.” Even at the top of the hill, “it's all a blur.” 
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Campbell 


21 years old, rides for the 
Gordon & Smith 
Fibre Flex Team 


Paul is a surf skater, riding for 
both the Gordon & Smith Surfboard 
and Fibre Flex team (in the 
Capistrano Beach area). He started 
skateboarding on a steel-wheeled, 
two by four, at the ripe old age of 
5. ‘‘l used to spend summers 
working out in a friend’s driveway.”’ 
From there, the progression was to 
Watertower Hill, where he learned 
respect for dangerous inclines. 
Paul gives credit to top surfer Brad 
McCaul for taking time to help him 


develop both his skating and 
surfing skills. 

Paul is currently employed at the 
energy center of skateboarding, 
SKATEBOARDER Magazine. His 
duties include working as a design 
consultant. This job is a 
skateboarder’s dream, often riding 
as a test pilot for many of the new 
products long before their 
commercial introduction. 

Paul states his commitment to 
Jesus has allowed him the laid 
back, peaceful lifestyle he enjoys, 
and reflects in his skating which is 
smooth and clean. “You can be 
hot and do lots of tricks, but style 
is what stokes me.” 

Favorite riders include Greg 
Weaver, and “‘Yandall blows my 
mind!” 

His favorite terrain is sloped 
walls, which he feels helps develop 
overall ability. 

During the Hang Ten World 
Championships, Paul was a judge 
in the freestyle. He felt the ability 
of the riders to do tricks was 
unreal, yet they lacked style. 

‘I'm not too into contests; | feel 
my riding is a form of expression, 
just having fun on waves of 
cement.” —® 


written by Gary Keating 


A true-to-life image of the man, seen Hawaii to 
Washington, California to Japan, as a skate 
action silhouette. 





P. C. speeding long lines and inclines. 
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Body boogie with firm direction in mind. 


Paul is fully aware 
of the facets of grace. 
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Bob Mohr, turning in a clean, inverted 
performance at the Hang Ten World 
Pro/Am. Photo: Steve Haag. 


Written by Cindy Berryman 





One-foot wheelie at speed. 
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26 years old, rides for 
Bahne Skateboards 


Take one faded denim cap. Add 
a head, body, strong arms capable 
of raising the body from an L-sit to 
a hand stand, legs that can put a 
phenomenal 4’3” of nothing 
between the body and the 
skateboard, a cast or perhaps an 
Ace bandage on some vulnerable 
part of the body, give it a 
saxophone, flute, or skateboard, 
and a voice repeating, ‘‘No one 
even knows who | am,’ and you 
have Bob Mohr. 

Master high-jumper, expert 
on-the-hands artist, and general 
skateboard jockey par excellence, 
Bob is ‘‘one of the original 
skateboard pioneers”’ (as he so 
aptly puts it). He began his 


illustrious skateboarding career 
around 1964 or ’65 in that 
birthplace of stars, Los Angeles, 
riding the old metal-wheeled 
skateboards for Kip’s Skateboard 
Team. In those days, the 
skateboard stars were real stars 
(‘‘look, there’s Bob Mohr!’’). 
Skateboarding was a regular event 
on Stan Richard’s Surf’s Up TV 
show, where each week there 
would be a televised mini-contest 
in the parking lot of the TV station. 
It was there in 1965 that the world 
got its first eyeful of the 
L-sit-into-hand-stand originated 
and performed by Bob Mohr. 
Following the general trend, Bob 
hung up his skateboard for eight 
long years. Then in April of last 
year, he noticed that there was 
going to be a skateboard contest in 
Del Mar, California, only about five 
miles from his home in Cardiff. He 
unhung his skateboard, brushed 
off the cobwebs, brushed up on 
some tricks and rushed down to 
the Bahne-Cadillac Ocean Festival 
to sign up. ‘It was right down the 
road, so | thought, what the heck.” 
With that typically casual attitude, 
Bob got the highest score in men’s 
freestyle the first day of 
preliminaries, then somehow 
wound up with a third place by the 
time the contest was over. Well, 
what the heck, anyway. That was 


“.. one of the most underrated talents 
in skateboarding.” 


still impressive enough for Denis 
Shufeldt of Bahne to approach Bob 
with an offer he couldn’t refuse. 
Bob has been riding for Bahne ever 
since. 

Besides riding for Bahne, Bob 
has proved himself to be a valuable 
coach by working with the other 
members of the team on their 
tricks. “‘It’s really nice to see the 
kids learning some of the harder 
tricks. It was a stoke to teach Ellen 
Berryman a backwards head stand 
in half an hour.” 

Fortunately for Bob, he has a 
well-rounded repertoire of tricks 
from which to choose. At the San 
Diego World Contest, he had a 
sprained foot (a momento of a 
filming session with Sports 
Illustrated), and had to go through 
his routine, for the most part, on 
his hands (although he threw in a 
little foot action). Yet, despite this 
handicap, he still placed third. 
Then at the recent Belmont Park 
Freestyle, due to a broken arm, he 
had to stick to his basic bread and 
butter tricks—wheelies, endless 
series of 360’s, jump spinners, 
etc.—all of which he does with a 
characteristic finesse. The 
cumbersome cast put a cramp in his 
style (and definitely thwarted his 
on-the-hands tricks), but he came 
away with another third place. The 
cast still carries the black felt ink 


The Logan's say that Bob knows more tricks and their variations than anybody. 


list of tricks he scribbled on it 
minutes before he went on, only 
now it is partly covered by the 
flashing, flaming, brazenly bold 
nom de plume—HEAT 
TREATMENT—the name of his 
seven-piece funk band. Even with 
his cast, Bob’s sax, flute, and 
harmonica playing contributes 
greatly to the band’s sterling silver 
sound. 

Along with carrying his boards 
on to bigger and better gigs, Bob 
plans to work on jumping for 
extreme height, which is helped by 
his unique style of tucking his legs 
to the side of his body. He is also 
working on the difficult one-footed 
jump (foot as in body, not as in 
distance). He is an innovative and 
progressive skateboarder, and 
excels at these difficult tricks that 
require perfect balance and timing. 

With his stylishly flowing 
skateboard artistry and general 
all-around savoir faire, Bob will no 
doubt be heard of, and from, quite 
a bit in the future. He has 
consistently been one of the most 
underrated talents in 
skateboarding, although he has 
placed in the top four of every 
contest he has ever entered. We 
hope, too, that we won’t be hearing 
his chants of, ‘‘no one even knows 
who | am,” anymore. Well, what 
the heck, Bob, this should do it. ~® 








The one-foot jump: watching Bob go 
through his routine, it becomes 
obvious he’s done it thousands of 
times before. 
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17 years old, rides for Hobie 
Skateboards, Dana Point 


With new hot skate spots being 
discovered and destroyed at an 
alarmingly fast rate, the hardcore 
Southern Californian of today is 
forced to travel extensively (often 
up to hundreds of miles) to stay 
ahead of the game. 

Such is the case with radical 
skater, Mike Weed, one of the most 
amazing performers anywhere. He’s 
been existing on a steady diet of 
bowls and tunnels for the last year 
or more, from the last days at the 
Brea Spillway to more recent times 
at the San Juan pool (where he’s 
the undisputed king), The Reservoir, 
and the fabulous Mt. Baldy Pipeline 
(to be featured in upcoming issues 


Photos: Warren Bolster 





Mike Weed... clean skating bowl magician. 


Equally at home sliding softer terrains. 
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of SKATEBOARDER). 

Existing just below the surface of 
the competition mainstream for the 
last year, Mike finally began to shine 
brightly around the time of Steve's 
South Bay contest at Torrance last 
summer, where he went through a 
surprisingly improved freestyle 
routine to amaze those that had 
not expected so much so soon. In 
spite of this, he still failed to place, 
but was to later win in the Pro 
Freestyle at the Big Surf Contest in 
Arizona where he picked up a lot 
of valuable momentum and 
confidence. This, along with fine 
equipment designed by friend, 
Skitch Hitchcock, should make him 
a force to be reckoned with in 
future meets. 

An excellent surfer for many 
years, Mike, or ‘‘Squeak,”’ as his 
friends call him, divides his time 
between the beach and the streets, 
depending on which is happening 
most at the time. His style is surf 
oriented, which most complements 
the radical tactics he employs when 
skatin’. Of all the skaters that come 
to mind when thinking of riding 
these radical places, it’s fairly safe 
to say that ‘‘Squeak’’ exhibits one of 
the finer styles, even in the most 
incredible of circumstances where 
others are merely intent on ‘‘making 
it.”’ It’s also likely that he’s the best 


pool rider to be found anywhere, 
having put in a lot of flying hours 
in the blue tiles at Larry Ramo’s 
San Juan pool. 

To date, all the film makers have 
shot Mike at Larry’s pool, so you 
can expect to see some dynamic 
footage making the rounds this 
spring and summer, as well as the 
most radical footage ever shot to 
date at the Mt. Baldy Pipeline. 

As a brief preview, the Mt. Baldy 
Pipeline consists of a seemingly 
endless 15-foot round pipeline. 
Rides over one-quarter mile long 
are not uncommon while working 
both sides all the way to the end. 
The better riders like Mike use their 
momentum to carry them well over 
halfway up the sides, sometimes 
nearly all the way around in a loop 
(a full loop has been unsuccessfully 
attempted, by the way). Don’t 
bother trying to find the place—it'll 
be closed by the time you read this. 

What does Mike think about his 
sudden public emergence as a 
super skater? Probably not much. 
As one of the more quiet people 
in skateboarding, it shouldn't affect 
his lifestyle much except to possibly 
enable him to earn some money for 
his efforts. Perhaps that’s why they 
call him ‘“‘Squeak,’’ cuz in self- 
evaluation, he speaks with more of 
a “squeak” than a roar. ~® 











Yale Products Means 


PRECISION 


The leading manufacturer of skateboard components machined to the most exacting standards. 
















































YALE PRECISION SKATEBOARD ACCESSORIES 

@ All-new custom engineered, stamped and hardened 
steel bearing cup inserts with engineered race 
contour. Available individually or as a unit with 
welded in spacer. 

@ Precision self-contained, shielded ball bearings at a 
remarkably low price 

® Custom-machined axles. Also available in high- 
strength tool steel, hardened or plated to your 
specifications. 

@ Precision-machined, hardened-steel bearing cup 
inserts 

@ Precision-machined truck wrenches. Standard or 
Yale type 


@ Rubber or Polyurethane cushions 


@ Rubber or Polyurethane tips 


@ Rubber truck riser cushions. 





MALE/FEMALE 
SAFETY LOCKING RACE 


@ Hex or truss slotted bolts 







@ Hardened-steel lock nuts 


e@ Hardened-steel cone nuts 





Introducing Yale’s exclusive inter- 
locking precision double-bearing race 
assembly. Eliminates cone nuts and 
“D” washers, provides maximum 
bearing efficiency, and reduces 
wheel assembly time. 





@ ‘D” washers 






@ Internal star lock washer 





e Retaining washer 






@ Nylon lock nuts 








Hotdogger Freestyle Pro Slalom Downhill Racer Traction Master Big Gripper 
1-7/8" DIA. x 1-7/8" DIA. x 2" DIA. x 2-3/16" DIA. x 2" DIA. x 2-3/16" DIA. x 
1-1/4" W. 1-5/8" W. 1-1/2" W. 1-1/8" W. 2 Ww. 2-1/4" W. 






Distributors and manufacturers buy direct and save. 


Yale Products 


Bat toad 12405 Woodruff Ave. 
© Dealer inquiries invited. Downey, Calif. 90241 
© Call or write us for dealers price list and catalogue. (213) 923-7262 or 773-3426 





| 


SUPER OFFER $19.95 
New, Dynamite Performing 
Competitive Fiberglass «© 
Skateboard 


At an amazing low price! 










You'll be a 


on your new, Super Fiex Skateboard! 


Order yours today. It’s the real thing. (Don‘t be confused with plastic, aluminum or R 

wood prices.) Competition tested FIBERGLASS. Take your choice of sizes 24" or 27" eg. 34.95, 
(Please specify below.) Check out these features: ne 

: Competition team-tested W y 

- Fiberglass board and trucks guaranteed (1 yr.) Ou can 

» 24" or 27" unidirectional extruded fiberglass chassis S 5 00 

* Peel ply textured non-skid deck Save 4 a 

« Engineered flex for ultimate power control 

- Blue integral finish with red and white graphics. Hot! on di Super Flex. 
All-new °356” aircraft aluminum die cast trucks & mounting hardware 


* Super 2” wide red urethane wheels 
* Fully assembled, high-performance, all-around package 


Only 
F ay Direct & Save $15.00 & More! “IT $192° 


Super Flex, Inc., P.O. Box 1041, South Pasadena, CA 91030 














YES! Rush_________ (quantity) Super Flex Skateboards for $19.95 each, plus $2.00 for postage. 
handling. Enclosed find: [[] check [-] moneyorderfor$_____.. (Sorry, no C.O..D.'s. 
| Please add state tax where necessary.) 
Check your size [] 24” [] 27” 
Name 
Address fi lM A a eR ga 
City : State__ ith oA Yin heen te 


URW 
HAN ly 


A 
3 
a 
= 





NEW 
PRODUCTS 


What's non-staining, odorless, colorless, non-flammable 
and makes skateboards go fast? That’s what the Lubri-Kote 
Company says about their dry lubricating Super Skate Spray, 
and they're backed up by Bruce Logan, a true skate star. The 
spray reduces bearing friction, as well as prolonging their me- 
tallic lifespan without attracting damaging (and unsightly) dirt 
and grit. 

See and Sea Products have come up with heavy duty 
nylon-backed belts, armbands, and ankle bands whose 
daylight color is red/orange, but during night under head- 
lights is brilliant white. The belt utilizes Velcro fasteners, and 
the bands are elastic-backed, granting the skateboard ‘‘we 
only come out at night'’ set at least some safety through 
visibility. 

Roller Sports, Inc., along with continuously improving their 
line (no easy task when you're dealing with equipment like 
precision stokers) have brought out an inexpensive, extraor- 
dinarily clear urethane Tuit wheel that'll spin as long as any- 
thing we've seen. They're lookin’ real good. 

Con is currently handling the windskate (you'll recall the 
Jamie Budge invention as the land version of windsurfing). 
Jamie was last seen tacking into the wind with control. Ben- 
nett, famous for the notorious Hi-Jacker ads, as well as one of 
the most widely acclaimed trucks on the market, is announc- 
ing the release of a new pro truck and totally sealed bearing 
Alligator wheel. Because of his commercial soulfulness, Mr. 
Bennett's become sort of a cult figure, but remember, we had 
his autograph first. 

We've seen a prototype two-wheeled skateboard with a 
Hobie sticker on it that rides in a most interesting manner. | 
could easily feature the machine with a few improvements 
which, they're working on now, sweeping slalom competition 
for bucks and kicks. Ah, it’s just so jazzy man, so cosmetically 
fine. 





Jamie Budge, inventor of the vehicle, and therefore, founding father of windskating. 


4 TAY 
SKATEBOARD 


ELEPHANT BRAND 
4-WAY TOOL 


FOR THE ULTIMATE 

IN FINE-TUNING! 
ACCOMMODATES 

ANY SKATEBOARD. 
COMES WITH CARRYING 
CLIP — EASILY. MOUNTED 
ON THE BOTTOM OF 
YOUR BOARD. 


Dealer Inquiries Invited. Elephant Brand, A. Hess, P.O. Box 
5221, Garden Grove, CA est toe 



















Design and engineering to incorporate versatility, 
capacity, safety and challenge for all levels of ability 
in community and competition parks. 


Contact John O’Malley 
or Jack L. Graham, 
P.O. Box 542, 

Carlsbad, California 92008 
(714) 436-0043 


S 


SCATEPATC 
CONSTRUCTORS 


DESIGN © ENGINEERING © CONSTRUCTION 
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SKATEGOARAS 






30 VARIETIES OF THE ULTIMATE IN SKATEBOARDS. 
15 VARIOUS SIZES and TYPES OF WHEELS. 
10 TOP BRAND TRUCKS and ACCESSORIES. 


Repair 
SERVICING and CUSTOMIZING SKATEBOARDS. 


Wholesale 

ENCASED BEARING POWER-PAW WHEELS, 
WAYNE BROWN ,OUR OWN ROADRASH 
and ROADTOAD SKATEBOARDS. 


Ve onal oe “ 
ow Ye og PARTEDORREL Up 
=~ G g ° 
| Yi oN UNLIMITED 
y ae @ 
ef _. 







Saxmms” 216 JECONO AVE *SAN MATEO. CALIF 94401+C415343-9300 
DEALER INQUIRIES WELCOME 






Laminated Plexiglas ? * Laminated Plexiglas: 
Low Rider Sranapcaert —No Two Alike gy Low Rider Transparent — No Two Alike 
Hand Finished — 21” ‘and Finished — 21 


Pultruded Fibreglass 


Surf Pultruded Fibreglass Speedster 
21, 24” 21°, 24°, 27" 


No. Item Amount/inches 


| Introducing AR/BEAU‘s New Interlocking ____Low Rider—complete 49.95 
| Precision Douple: Bearing Race! Aasembly 10 Rider — board only 33.95 = 
idi i i iciency. ae : a 
Providing Maximum Bearing Eiffici Y actos Ineuinisednvited —Surt = complete 31.95 a 
___ Speedster — complete 24.95 
____Speedster — board only 10.95 
____ Wheels — 3.00 ea., Sean, 10.80/4 ae 
g (Enelosedtieimny, Check .2 \More Trucks — 3.25 ea., 6.50/pair 
i ea aime eae dl r AR/BEAU * trae ee residents enc. 6% sales tax 
L 4751. W. Washington Bl: *Postage $2.00; Foreign $6.00 — 
‘ard No , CA, 90016 
| Credit Card No Interbank No. (M.C. Only) eR 9 AmountEnc. —_ 








} Signature Expiration Date 





Skateboarder 
MAGAZINE 


New long-sleeve SKATEBOARDER “‘T”—/ i ee | a 
with pro style imprinted arms. ae LE oo ya x 4. 






3 New SKATEBOARDER Posters 


we 


snvarder 


Shake 





C. Tunnel Vision 24” x 22” 
17” x 22" 2-color Poster B/W Graphic 


ee Hn EE EE Re EE Ge EEE EE) 
‘ ; ; Off Order Coupon 
Dec | a er Mark appropriate box. 
One year of Skateboarder (6 issues bi-monthly)........ : oe 


The S der T-shirt (Short sleeve)....................-- 
A SKATEBOARDER subscription (1 year, 6 issues), along with a ester Gubetmanoné Ry BS ERED) 


a short-sleeve SKATEBOARDER T-shirt and a decal, all for ( blue 1 yellow O sand 
$10.00 (a $10.95 value). O Sm. OM Ol O XL 
0 Skateboarder Decal bai 





(0 Please send me all three fo 
( Skateboarder long sleeve . 
(color substitutions may be necessary) 
O blue 1 yellow sand 
Os OM OL O Xt 
POSTERS 


$ 7. 
fall A. Speed Flow) ci22:.2). Bese Ee ee { | 
2. 





O B. Skateboarder 
( C. Tunnel Vision 
Name. 
Address. at 
City. 
State. = Zip. 
Send with check or money order to: 
Skateboarder Magazine 


P.O. Box 1028, Dana Point, CA 92629 
(use the convenient sub envelope in each issue) 





























Tunnel Flex single kick 24” 









Power Glide 





Roller Sports 













Tracker Bonzai 
Bennett Power Paws 
X-Caliber Gordon & Smith 
Chicago Precision 
. : We are one of the original skateboard outlets JL es SEN 
Swallow tail 24” featuring only the best quality skateboards Bonzai Mac | aluminum 24” 





and accessories. Every board we sell is guar- 
anteed to be of the highest quality. We do not 
sell seconds or ‘‘blems.”’ All boards and run- 
ning gear are guaranteed against defects in 
material and workmanship. We offer person- 
alized customer service and immediate mail 
order delivery to help you get the most pleas- 
ure and enjoyment out of your skateboarding 
anywhere. We also design and manufacture 
our own quality skateboards, too! 













All of the boards pictured are available with 
any combination of equipment listed above— 
to include precision bearing wheels. For mail 
order information, write or phone us for prices. 


Mitch’s 
4ist Avenue Skateboards { 4 
14 West 41st Avenue Mi ” 
San Mateo, California 94403 remap Eulludedies 
Phone (415) 349-2573 
Dealer Inquiries Welcome 



















| 


ann 


Compass Diamond Kicktail 24” G & S Fibreflex Freestyle 26” Tunnel Flex double kick with camber 24 

















A few words 
about good. 


Skateboards. 

















Super strength means su- 
ility— one of, if not the most 

: made.— in all lengths 21”- 
24”-27”. 2 


STRENGTH: Special aluminum-Magnes- 
ium alloy 2-1/2 times stronger than other 
aluminum boards means virtually no per- 
manent bending or sag—jump on it and see. 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 


Strength. 

Filexibilit 
ality. 

Ho 


ly. 








a. SS 







y. 


QUALITY: Precision M sanded 
edges, grained surfaces. An in Blue, 
Red, Green, Gold, Black, an r, Means 


no paint to chip or peel. 


HOLLY: Holly Enterprises, leading the way 
in advancements of skateboarding. Manu- 
facturer of Holly Hi-tail, inventor of protec- 
tive bumper strips for aluminum and fiber- 
glass boards; Publisher of complete skate- 
board repair manual. 


HOLLY is the last word in SKATEBOARDS 


Available at quality skateboard dealers 


B&K ENTERPRISES 
730 N. Anaheim Blvd. 
Anaheim, CA 

(714) 635-7450 


OAK STREET 
1096 S. Coast Hwy. 
Laguna Beach, CA 
(714) 494-7538 


TOYLAND DISTRIBUTORS INC. 
2400 Ketner Blvd. 

San Diego, CA 

(714) 234-6396 
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GAMES 


by Chris Yandall 


Besides the competition spheres 
in which we all get wound up in, 
lies a leisure one that makes the 
sport of skateboarding a laid back 
experience. Whether you choose to 
wind and whither down the hill, or 
schuss, it’s always nice to have a 
group happening. The Gordon and 
Smith Experience, which witnesses 
a dynamic style of living, generally 
lives the ideal of “the family that 
plays together stays together.” 
There are thousands of possibilities 
which may suit your need for group 
participation, while the G & S Comp 


Team, along with the Turner, Bahne, 


Tracker, and others submit to these 
games in a very special way. 
NOSE WHEELIE SQUARE 

In a Square approximately ten by 
ten feet, a skillful nose wheelie 
game can be performed. Players 
agree on a starting position 
somewhere outside the square, and 


commence to find out who can 
perform the most consecutive 


circles inside the perimeter. Rules 


are simple, disallowing back 
wheels touching, and foot contact. 
Record to beat is held by the 
incredible Dan Trailer, 16% 
revolutions (helicopters count). 
RODEO 

If any game increases one’s skill 
in slalom technique, this game 
dissolves all other attempts. The 
game is strictly for flat ground or 
up slight inclines. It involves torque 
and body gyration for propelling 
movement. In essence, it is a race 
that, depending on the area, any 
amount of people may participate. 
An area with twenty to thirty yards 
between a well-marked start and 
finish line yields a formidable 
“rodeo” arena. Game starts when 
contestants place boards in front of 
them on finish line and stand two 
to three yards behind board. On 
“‘go,’’ contestants get a running 
start by jumping on their boards. 
After board contact, no part of 
body may touch ground, and each 
player relies solely on body torque 
for propulsion. Record holder on 


this game is Bob Skolberg of La Jolla. 


HILL TAG 
On a hill, preferably with a wide 
road, hill tag is a game everyone 


The Nose Wheelie Square. 
Little Bobby Frost turning 360° turns into 360° spins as the circles within the square grow folate 


can enjoy. In the long run, it 
increases one’s skill in turns, and 
remains one of the most strenuous 
games to date on a skateboard. 
The game generally calls for 
peddling uphill and very skillful 
tight turns. The rules are relatively 
the same as the conventional tag 
game. 
BASKETBALL ON WHEELS 

This game is a potentially 
dangerous one, as well as an 
intensely skillful one. After a few 
minor adjustments, one can 
dribble, shoot, and fast break all on 
a skateboard, and may witness a 
potentially enjoyable experience. 
Rules may vary proportionately to 
the players involved, yet still 
basically the same as rules in a 
regular “‘foot’’ game. 
RELAY RACES 

Following the same rules as a 
foot relay race, with an obstacle 
course between racers, the game 
allows a stimulating contest. 
Bananas, cucumbers, and squash 
are excellent passing objects. A 
course that involves banked turns, 
jumps and sand traps is one of 
many ways to pull off hours of 
leisure Competition. —® 





Rodeo. (L. to R.) Chris Yandall, Steve 
Cathey, Neil Graham, Bobby Frost 
and Joe Roper in a sequential hill 
climb. “Leave the gyrating to us.” 





Photo: Bob Talbot 


Power Gloves 
‘‘For Concrete Comfort’ 


Finest protection for any type of skateboarding. 
Nylon stitching - Reinforced tips 
Neoprene backing - 100% rugged leather 
Dealer Inquiries Invited 


Double pigskin padding on palms 
LUO 
E. T. Company vs 


Mail order: $15.95 
(send pattern of hand) or S, M, L, X-LG. 
916-E Aviation Blvd. Hermosa Beach, CA 90254 
(213) 379-7660 


Calif. residents add 6% sales tax. 


ENTERPRISES 


@ trouble-shoot 
e adjust wheels 
euntreeze wheels 


THE FIRST COMPLETE 


SKATEBOARD 
REPAIR MANUAL 
* illustrated « 


erepair trucks paes 


ebase hole-patterns 
nd... 


§909888e8e0*DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED +e meee Ow 





ADD 30¢ POSTAGE & HANDLING 


a ee Enclosed autSiceiae 
s HOLLY REPAIR MANUALS.(Ca. res. add 6%) 
: epi ead Name. 
.BOX572 | add 
@ SANTEE,CA. Ta 
a 
B 


104 

















Se FOOT-TRED - 


ee 


Ty rh 
AT 
Cte 


doo Levitz— Per e 4 
Fox/Lightning Bolt ¢ ee 
Photo: Richard Foree R 


MAKES THE DIFFER 


Self-Adhesive Anti-Slip Surface 


Increased performance, more speed, added safety, hotter 
riding than ever before. 

FOOT-TRED permits the maximum transfer of power and 
torque from your legs and feet to your skateboard. The 
difference is felt immediately. FOOT-TRED will take your 
skateboarding performance to new heights. 

FOOT-TRED reduces dangerous slips, permitting maximum 
power skateboarding. 

FOOT-TRED is comfortable, easy to apply, made of top 
quality, long lasting, self adhesive 3M-Scotch silicone car- 
bide material. Use it with shoes or barefoot; works wet or 
dry; full size or cut to fit your skateboard shape. 
FOOT-TRED = An instant, inexpensive, skateboard 
supercharge. 

Ask for FOOT-TRED at your local shop, or order by mail. 
ECG FOOT-TRED Dealers Invited 

P.O. BOX 402003 Many sizes by the roll or precut 
MIAMI! BEACH Immediate delivery 


FLORIDA 33140 Special orders 
Tel. (305) 534-3984 


SKATEBOARDERS CAN ORDER BY MAIL 
(Immediate delivery — instructions included) 


CITY, STATE, ZIP —————__-__—_____—_ 


Size Color 


Quantity 


Price each 


3 x 4 Patch Pack includes three 3” x 4” patches (36” sq. total) 
Black $1.20 per package a 


Red 1.30 per package ge Ebb ad 

1x12 Strip Pack includes three 1” x 12” strips (36” sq. total) 
Black $1.20 per package re, 
Red 1.30 per package BIVNE Wee 

4x5 Patch Pack includes two 4” x 5” patches (40” sq. total) 
Black $1.25 per packae dees Joe 
Red 1.35 per package pe 

_ 31, x 7% Patch Pack includes two 3," x 714" patches (52¥,” sq. total) 

Black $1.40 per package beet te 
Red 1.50 per package hens ance Ee, 

6x24 Deck Pack includes one 6” x 24” deck surface (144” sq. total) 
Black $2.50 per package soestal nets dla 
Red 2.70 per package 


All prices include First Class Postage. 


Fla. residents include 4% state sales tax. pa 

Send check ECG FOOT-TRED aly. 

or money order to: p.O, BOX 402003 il sce 
MIAMI BEACH, FLA. 3314 














X-caliber Ashboard | 


, We have a giant selection of skateboards and ac- , 
| cessories. If you’re looking for skateboard gear of | 
| any kind, we’re the people to see. So stop in to see 
us or buy it direct through the mail. Check the 
| items you want, fill out the coupon and enclose 
your check or money order. Send it to: Steve’s | 
| South Bay Sporting Goods, 2577 Pacific Coast | 
Highway, Torrance, California 90505. 

Add $1.00 for handling and postage. California 
residents include 6% sales tax. Foreign orders 
' payable with International Money Order only. 
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CP @riieci 








Nona Spoiler 





Dear Sir: I've enclosed $___——SSS—SSs in Check or money X-caliber truck w/regular wheels $6.75 






































order for the product checked (all international orders add $9.00 echoes Huck we large ieels eee 
j i _ = r truck w/wide wheels ‘ 
for air mail). Send them to: X-caliber truck w/stokers $10.95 
Name. X-caliber truck only (no wheels) per truck $3.75 
Address. Wheels 
City. CO A. Regular Wheels @ $1.75 wheels = 
State Zip (| B. Large Wheels @ $1.95 wheels = 
L] C. Wide Wheels @ $2.25 wheels = 
Skateboards (blank only): (| D. Stoker Wheels @ $3.75 wheels=__ 
OD X-caliber, 4" pultruded fiberglass [| orange (] yellow [7] 24’'$11.95 
(J Ashboard [] 24” [] 27" [] 30” $7.00 ' . ——— 
(D Kick Back, laminates fiberglass [[] red, white, blue [] orange, black, a eae 
yellow yellow, black, orange green, black, orange 26” $15.95 ’ __ aa p 
0 Nona, oo pesaten molded finsralale 25” $16.95 Steve's South Bay 
( GX-caliber, polypropylene [] green [yellow [red [ blue T-shirts i| 
(J orange [j white 24” $6.95 Hi | 
C) Wayne Brown, laminated fiberglass, 25” $16.95 i 
CL) Banzai, aluminum flex, 26’ [] green ([] black [] purple [7] blue 
o silver [] gold $16.95 
ona Spoiler, compression molded fiberglass, 25 $17.50 ‘ 
A Suniice laminated tiseralees 24" 5 27" $15.95 Steve's South Bay T-shirts $3.95 
For skateboards complete with trucks and wheels: ‘ v 
wheeis/trucks + board = total size: [] small ([] medium 
regular wheels add $13.50 + UH large =] X-large 
large wheels add $13.90 + : Ps Specify your color choice on all 
wide wheels add $14.50 + products. Substitution may still 
stoker wheels add $21.90 + be necessary. 





Continental 


The Revolutionary Wide-Tracker Truck 


Offers the ultimate in traction-grip and performance. 


° Precision engineered 

SMES) ysis (Mab CR ee me Cd el Ces 1.4 
e 5/16" diameter steel alloy axle 

 All-steel alloy truck and hanger plate 

° Interchangeable axle housing 

wae Epil mid itet:) more mv ee 

e Long-wearing king pin spacers and pivot 


PV Mer i eULCl Me Celie Mime standard 
with sealed U.S. precision bearings. No more leY=¥-1 al ale) 
loss or adjusting necessary. 





Coe a eee eae] 
« Sealed U.S. made precision 
bearing 
e Dust and dirt resistant 
¢ Better weight distribution 
to wheel 
° Fully guaranteed 


¢ Super-grip urethane 

° 2%" x 2%" wide 

e Sealed U.S. precision 
bearings 


° 
e 
O 
° 
r 
















Pe ead Mem Lh | 
e Ultra-sticky urethane 
2 2%'' x 3" wide 
* Sealed U.S. precision 
bearings 


Continental’s New Surfer Model 


24" extruded fibergalss 

6" width 

Sealed U.S. precision bearings standard 
Sold exclusively by Jack 

Chassis only or completed board available 


| lL Lhe Ci Dee LCL Ee ee had a Lk 


ooo a ea ee ee — 


A as ars 





Jaws Kick-tall 





Continental all-steel alloy truck. 








EX eas oN ya 


Continental offers the best, most reasonable prices for quality merchandise and 
workmanship. Available at finer surf shops, department and sporting goods stores 
throughout the world. 
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Jack cruising the Jaws Kick-tall model. 


Continental 


ss 


9 i 
1. Continental 4. Wide JAWS 7. Curved skid 10. Wheels and Skateboards 
truck and axle Pte | oF bearings. p 
Eile tom bearings. MN (> er] a ea (oe 11. Urethane king- 1 939 East Pomona 
2. Continental CP tae ods board wrench. pin spacers and 
truck and wide pad spacers Eee Viele M(t oe pivot. co oye . Bea/ Ly A @ \s 
Continental POT ree hele 12. Single truck FT) PAT: B Lo J 92705 
Eesti om 6. Continental Pail ft : | 7 )) E y 
3. Completetwo- slicks andaxle. Phone 7 1 4) 547-7551 
truck and Con- eee oe 
tinental wheel ealer inquiries Welcome 
PTS Dealers only write tor free catalogue and wholesale pricing information. 
All of the above accessories are shrink-packaged for easy point-of-purchase display, and are Look to Continental for new innovations 


shipped 24 units per case. Completed skateboards are shipped 6 or 12 per case. in skateboard equipment. 


by Bruce Channon 


The new era of skateboarding 
came slowly to Australia—its growth 
being retarded by the slow seep of 
the new urethane wheels. However, 
as the importers grew more 
confident of the market, the 
numbers participating increased at 
an astounding rate. 

At the moment, skateboarding is 
well on its way to becoming a full-on 
nationwide sport. The media, in 
between reporting on our 
outrageous political happenings of 
late, have given it plenty of attention. 

As Australian skateboarding is still 
really in its infantile stages, everyone 
here looks to California for any new 
innovations—both in the board itself 
and for new maneuvers. For a while, 
we were all content to be doing the 
odd 360, walking end to end, 
zapping a slalom or imitating surfing 
turns, etc. However, as the rare and 
coveted SKATEBOARDER Magazines 
trickled into the country through 
various sources, we began to see 
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Jim Kavanaugh. Photo: Peter Crawford. 


wssell Lewis leaves 
) down recent ap 


that our repertoires still had a hell of 
a long way to go. 

At the height of all this, Russ 
Howell, the U. S. Freestyle Champ 
(or something) surprised everyone 
by suddenly turning up on their TV 
screens, or at their local shopping 
complex. On any hill today there are 
guys imitating the variety of tricks 
that Russ opened their eyes to. 

The first large-scale contest was 
sponsored by Coke, promoted by a 
local paper and organized by 
American-Swedish es-patriot, Thor 
Svenson (who was the man behind 
the famous Windansea Surf Club). 
The backing of Coke, and the 
energy of Thor made the contest an 
incredible success. 

The venue was the parking area of 
Coke’s French's Forest offices 
(French's Forest being one of 
Sydney's northern suburbs). 

The Freestyle area was excellent, 
an extremely slight slope being 
conducive to high-performance trick 








riding. The Downhill and Slalom 
were held on a slope about a 
half-mile away. The hill was ideal for 
either, but as both events had to be 
run simultaneously, the slalom 
suffered slightly. 

The judging of the Slalom and 
Downhill events was made easy by 
the utilization of an electronic timer, 
which was acquired from the local 
drag racing strip—with times being 
calculated down to something like 
one-thousandth of a second, there 
were no arguments. The judging of 
the Freestyle couldn't, of course, be 
as Clear cut; however, the system 
devised by one of our finest surfing 
judges, Victor Ford, seemed to work 
out OK with very few problems 
coming to light. 

The winner of the Open 
Tricatholan (being decided from 
points accumulated from the three 
events) was Mick Anastis. One of 
Australia's surfing pros, Peter 
Townend, who lives at Mick's 
Cronulla home, had only just 
returned from California and Hawaii, 
a trip in which the acquisition of 
superior skateboarding equipment 

- was of high importance. This refined 
equipment and firsthand rapport 
with the world’s leading 
skateboarders was no doubt passed 
on to Mick, and was probably the 
catalyst that Mick’s undeniable 
talent needed to produce the 
winning effort. 

Mick's only first placing in the 
actual events was in the Slalom, 
where he used the same long 
wheelbase board as he used in the 
Downhill. Second in the Slalom was 
Australia’s kneeboarding maestro, 
Peter Crawford, who certainly 


showed that he could stand up when 


he was required to do so. Third was 
Peter Townend, sporting a broken 
finger courtesy of the drain-pipe run 


behind Kammie's. (Bernie Baker 
described it as a routine fall, but 
P.T. had it built into the class of an 
Evel Kneivel disaster.) 

The Downhill winner was Brian 
‘“‘Runna”’ Langbein from Dee Why 
Beach—his coffin-ride approach 
took him to a convincing win. 

The winner of the Freestyle was 
one of Thor Svenson's fellow 
schoolteachers, David Hill. David 
seemed to have given his 
performance a great deal more 
thought than the others, and won 
despite strong challenges from Dee 
Why Point surf-skate peers Russell 
Lewis and John Connors. 

The overall winner in the Juniors 
was yet another product of the Dee 
Why Hill—‘‘Woolly’’ Langbein. It 
might be interesting to note that the 
Junior Freestyle winner was a young 
Narrabeen surfer named Ken 
Oliver—Kenny’s elder brother is 


Russell Lewis’ electronic start in 
the Downhill. Photo: Crawford. 


Photo: lan Borland 





Grant Oliver, who came third in the 
‘72 Smirnoff at Haleiwa. 

To add further weight to the 
theory that good surfers make good 
skateboarders, the Cadet 
Tricatholan winner was a young 
ripper from Bondi named Cheyne. 
Horan—a kid that many people are 
tipping to become one of Australia’s 
best contest surfers. He’s about 
four-foot nothing, but still surfs and 
skates like a seasoned veteran. 

The aspect of the contest which 
most impressed me was that the 
older guys performed fairly 
unimaginative freestyle routines, 
consisting of 360’s, wheelstands, 
handstands, etc., while the juniors 
powered into aerial 360’s over 
jumps, and other such amazing 
feats, not always pulling them off, 
but having a go anyway. | guess in 
the long run, that’s what it’s all 


about. —® 


Mick Anastis (white helmet) and Jim Kavanaugh match racing. Photo: Bruce Channon. 
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ose SKATER-AIDS 


ANTI-SLIP FEET 


@ SELF-ADHESIVE 

@ STICKS TO ALL BOARDS 
@ POSITIVE TRACTION 

@ SMOOTH TO THE FOOT 


FOR COMFORT 


Send $1.60 for each 
packet. Price includes 
sales tax, postage and 


handling. 4 FEET 
TO A PACKET 














Send cash, check or money order to: Number of Number of ! 

TOTO ENTERPRISES (dept. SK) pes eeciadttns ees 

| 465 W. Avenue 44 —— ARCTIC WHITE 

Rs Los Angeles, CA 90065 ey UAPSSIAL BLU ___ ROMAN GOLD ! 
rivets. SMO BoA Wet — ___ AQUATIC BLUE 

Ni, eddies sie = en OI AP ei ____ FLAMINGO ORANGE BLACK* . 

iy city DEALERS WELCOME — Write for 1 

j State & Zi Ta aA UTP Pe Se wholesale information or *Black is medium grit, all/others | 

j__State Zip —__ phone (213) 875-0355. fine grit. iki 


An Exclusive 
for Bike Shops 















auity SKATEBOARDS 


ALUMINUM 


R & R SALES offers 
“The Sidewalk Screamer” 
& “The R & R Sailer” 


The pulltruded fiberglass decks are 
24 and 27" long; are yellow, orange, 
blue; and are drilled for X-Caliber 
type trucks. The designs are screened 
on. Boards are available with or 
without wheels. 





27 


Designed by and for top competitors. Extra-wide deck— 
fore and aft bluntness and optimum post-to-post truck 
placement offer maximum flexibility in both Freestyle & 
Slaiom. 














Skateboard only 
Complete with Bennett Hijackers, 

Alligator wheels & drag $50.85 
Other options available 















Also available are poly, fiberglass kick- 
tail (rough or smooth), and Banzai 
boards — and a complete line of parts 
and accessories, including die cast 
trucks and poured or injection molded 
wheels. Skateboarder Magazine, too! 






Dealer and Distributor 
inquiries invited: 





Recommended by many ‘'Pros’’ for the younger com- 
petitor or novice. Lighter in weight and smaller area—but 
plenty of deck give maximum maneuverabllity. 






( Skateboard only $16.95 
( Complete with X-Cal or S. G. trucks r & r sales 
and Roller Sport Slicks $33.45 





p.o. box 6467 
orange, ca 92667 


Other options available 


Please send orders (with additional $2.00 for postage 
and handling) and request for free price list to: 


11468 Beach Bivd., Stanton, CA 90680 714-897-0104 









Larry Bertleman/Photo Divine 


NEW CONCAVE SEALED BEARING WHEELS 


Demand the finest for outstanding performance. The Rolls Royce wheels are scientifically poured, not in- 
demand is for ROLLS ROYCE WHEELS, the leader of jected, into precision molds to guarantee perfect den- 
the pack. Highrollers like Tommy Ryan, sity to prevent uneven wear and structural 
former National Skateboard Champion; weaknesses normally found in more 
Bruce Logan, first Men’s Pro Freestyle conventional wheels. Bearing races 
World Pro-Am Hang Ten; and cham- are heat treated for super strength, 
pion surfer Larry Bertleman agree that then zinc plated. Attention to all details 
for traction, grip and durability Rolls lets you know your Rolls Royce wheels 
Royce is the best. Rolls Royce Wheels are the best. 

were designed by engineers and the Rolls FOR THE RIDE OF YOUR LIFE write 
Royce Skateboard Wheel Team for perfect ROLLS ROYCE SKATEBOARD WHEELS, 
round, safety, performance and durability. P.O. Box 269, Cardiff-By-The-Sea, 

Rolls Royce...the standard of the world. California 92007. (714) 753-8838. 

Note: Add $2.00 to help cover postage and handling. 


© Set of 2 Silver Shadow Wheels and 1 Chicago truck-$9.50 
© 24" fiberglass, flex-memory skateboard with Phantom WIs-$24.95 






( Sealed bearing Silver Shadow (2"' in diameter by 1%" wide) 
set of four with bearings—$22.00 


(J Sealed bearing Silver Cloud (2%'' in diameter by 2’' wide) 24" fiberglass, flex-memory skateboard with 
set of four with bearings—$26.00 This design on each T-shirt. a See Shadow Ween 
© Phantom Wheel (2” in diameter by 1%" wide) set of 4-$8.00 C1 24” fiberglass blanks-$13.95 
CI Silver Saree Wheel (wide: 2) indlametcby x72 wide) 1 ROLLS ROYCE WHEEL T-Shirt-$5.50 (please include your size) 
set of 4-$11.20 ry, [_] Wheel of Champions Full-Color Poster—$2.00 
© Stoker (extra-wide, 212" in diameter by 2%" wide) -$4.00 each. 
© Set of 2 Phantom Wheels and 1 Chicago truck-$7.95 Send to: ROLLS ROYCE P.O. Box 181 Cardiff, Calif. 92007 


Manufacturer, dealer and distributor inquiries invited. 



































WOW! LooK ar ITS EASY ON THESE NEW | | WHAT AR: THEY'RE THE NEW 
ULTRA FLASH PRIMO WHEELS! 4 | PRIMO W WHEELS? 7 WHEELS WITH 


Go/ 






LUBE, ABEc-1 
PRECISION 
TKS BEARINGS! 
L THEY'RE DUST 
PROTECTED 







OR APJUST- 


WT A OA 
MENTS 


DOES IT 
AGAIN! 


INFACT WITH PRIMO WHEELS you NEVER HAVE TO 
TOUCH YOUR DOUBLE SEALED BEARINGS AGAIN/ 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO GIVE 
‘EM A TRY? 




















GET IN ON THE NEW INTRODUCTORY 
OFFER BY POR CAUNG, DEALERS, 


BUY 3 AND 
GET 1 FREE! 


AT LEADING 
SKATEBOARD 
(\ AND SURF SHOPS, 
AND SOME OF 
YOUR BETTER 
DEPARTMENT 


THIS 1 UNREAL £ 
IWISH I HADA SET a 


PRIMO WHEELS 17, | 































ees ease LO good thru Feb.-Mar. '76. 
















15 THI5 THE ONLY BOARD IN 


THE NEW PRIMO CLASS? 


SAY ULTRA, WWE NEVER IT 16 NEW/ THE ——— 
BEEN A SKATEBOARD MBX) PRIMO CLASS B0ARD/ 
LIKE THIS BEFO THIS GBKATEBOARD |S MADE 
OF EXTRUDED 6061-T6 
REYNOLDS ALUMINUM / 
THE TRUCKS A 


STEEL HEX 
SCREWS 
















EVERY BOARD HAS PRIMO WHEEL. 












ULTRA FLEX HAS 5 NEW MODELS IN THE 90 ALL OF THESE 











0 CLASS- BOARDS HAVE WITH THE FACTORY LIFETIME LUBE, ABEC- = 
ce ee Bree NENT ee THOSE SUPER 9 PRECISION IKS ' BEARINGS! 
ead ALUMINUM PR WHEELS : AND GHERE: 5 A 








RANGE OF 
SKATEBOARD 
COLORS / 


















HAND POURED DOUBLE SEALED 
URETHANE. BEARINGS! (714) 292-7717 


FE WE PRL OLS 


MOULDED f ALLEY CAT PRIMO CLASS my Ne Mgt UNS 
PLASTIC ff W/PRECISION BEARINGS WITH PRECISION BEARINGS; 


(a “@ For more information write or call: 
a * » SCT ONG KS 
Pes U TOT MN ae 
oe rid Sale rca A 
ARE 2 7} 3) ay VN) | ec 


Ampul’s lineup for 1976 


The most comprehensive line of skateboards available. 
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The latest full-color photo pictorials. F The Standard Amflex 24” or 27” x 6" wide 
The Surfer Motocross available in all colors & patterns 


Bicentennial Pattern G The Freestyle Symmetrical Profile is ideal for tricks. 
Multicolor pattern Red, Blue, or Orange H The Junior Profile available in all colors and patterns. 
Hawaiian pattern Blue or Orange 1 Now available 6%” wide in both 24” and 27” 


The Downhill 32” for use with double trucks. pin tail or square tail. Dark blue, red, yellow, It. blue, 
white. 


Send for complete information and price list. 


Ampul 100 W. Alameda Ave. Burbank, California 91502 (213) 841-0300 





Pa ee 


Mail 
Send check or money order 
with name, address, zip, and 
ff d skateboard choice to Fox ad- 
Nea \0/ dress nearest you, not includ- 
ing our Cape Hatteras shop. 


Bruce Walker Photo by Darrell Jones S KATE BOARDS Daslerinatinge invited 


Blank Only Complete Complete prices include your 
"pj i f Chicago, Sure Grip, 

lel) 24 ye $ 4.95 $20.95 choles 
" " ” or Bahne trucks and MK IV 
24" Walnut [] 24’ Oak [] 24 Mahogany 8.95 24.95 urethane wheels. For big 
[_] 24” Teak : 15.95 31.95 wheels or wide slicks add 
[] 36” Walnut [] 36” Oak [] 36’’ Mahogany 13.95 29.95 $1.20. For stokers add $8.00. 
36” Teak 22.95 38.95 For %"’ rubber shockers add 


48" (4 ft. $2.95. Fla. residents add 4% 
Cc Seas 19.95 $5.95 sales tax. Shipping and han- 


[] 48” (4 ft.) Teak 29.95 45.95 alin 

" : g add $1.00 per blank 
L) 24” Fox Fiberglass : 16.95 31.95 and $2.00 per complete 
-] 24” ([] 27" [] 30” Bahne Fiberglass 18.95 (33.95 skateboard. 


Skateboard Service Centers 


Fox Surfing Products Fox Surf Shop Fox Surf Shop Fox Surfing Products 

c/o General Delivery Box 626—317-C Ocean Ave. (A1A) 10 Ocean Drive 6821 Norton Ave. 

Cape Hatteras Melbourne Beach, Fla. 32951 Miami Beach, Fla. 33139 West Palm Beach, Fla. 33405 
Buxton, N. Carolina 27920 (305) 723-9572 (305) 673-6899 (305) 585-5023 
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The Wride=-Track Slalom 













California “Turbo” 
Newest Performance Breakthrough 


If you| know’ skateboards, 

you'll know what a breakthrough 
tem ay California “Turbo” wheels 
ele ee ay trucks wal make. 






a pseEl ain Babu 
ch aVv sign gives maximum traction 
rite and flexibility ols nate most difficult Of maneuvers. (Slalom) 
wide-track, a new concept in trucks, has been specially engineered 
for the “Turbo” wheel, yet will fit most board patterns. 


But, cont take our word for it. Try it! You'll discover this winning combination 
offers... 1. Greater speed, 2. Maximum strength, 3. Longer life, 4. Maximum 
aration), 5. Ultimate flexibility, 6. Greater stability... and the winning edge! 





Be first to out-maneuver them all! 


We offer a complete line of skateboards and accessories. 


California “Turbo” Wheels 
California “Grabber” Wheels 
4E California “Smoker” Wheels 
Skateboards: 
1. Sunset=24” molded plastic 
2. Waimea-kick tail—24” fiberglass 
3. Waimea-double K.T.-24” fiberglass 
4. Banzai=24” aluminum double kick tail 
5. Nona-K.T.-24” fiberglass 
6. Malibu-K.T.-24” fiberglass 
7. Rainbow=24” multi-color acrylic 


(Boards available with all wheel combinations.) 


+ Prices available upon request. Dealer inquiries invited. 
P., Sure-Craft Enterprises 

9735 E. Rush Street - So. El Monte, CA 91733 
20 (213) 285-5885 U 














Unreal 


Hobie Sundancer 











ont and back, with an amazing new space-age “Solo Suspension System,” 
rwear. The wheel bearings are precision double sealed for fast, quiet, trouble- 


Chis Ey at Hobie Surfboards, 34195 Pacific Coast Hwy., Dana Point, and will soon 
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Aidala lacentia Avenue, Costa Mesa, CA 92627. Phone (714) 646-2404 
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by Kurt Ledterman | 





, Sequential deep end interplay. Spider Wills 
and Mike Weed in total harmony. Photos: Bolster. 


® There’s much more involved in 
riding pools than simply taking off 
in the shallows and aiming for the 
bowl, although that’s maybe all 
that’s visibly happening. First, 
there’s the local vibe level, in this 
pool’s case, owner Larry Ramos’ 
go-for-it attitude, as evidenced by 
‘the long line of gold records in the 
hall when he was ripping in the 
Association, and the low-profile 
plexiglass shell for kneeling speed 
assaults. This feeling carries over 
into the backyard where the gang 
is tuning equipment and generally 


warming up for the assault on 
height. The pool light has been 
covered with layers of silver 
fiberous tape, and with the 
additional enrichening of some 
recorded sounds bouncing around 
the smooth, banked curves, the 
first riders start to take off. 


The scene develops slowly as 
the new riders (as well as the 
old-timers) get a textured feel of 
the terrain and become 
accustomed to the speed, 
acceleration and idiosyncrasies of 
the day and the pool. Somewhere 


Photographer Art Brewer - 
exhibited his usual 
photographic expertise by 
taking these unusual nighttime 
shots (this page) of midnight 
rider Mike Weed. 





‘long about this time, an almost 
tangible feeling of group press 
becomes evident, urging the 
individuals to greater and greater 
heights around the deep end, well 
above the light approaching the 
tiles and pool's lip above (well over 
ten feet from the drain). The next 
usually occuring event is someone 
going for the max to approach an 
excessive apogee and crash (in a 
most intimidating manner) into a 
heap at the bottom of the pool. If 
this crash was accompanied by a 
percussive skull bongo against the 





gunited concrete, the action will 
cease as everyone becomes 
certified worried, especially if the 
heap makes no move to arise. It is 
at this moment that everyone, 
riders and spectators alike, flash to 
the foolishness of not wearing a 
helmet, for everybody makes a 
mistake occasionally. These impact 
accidents and abrating burn jobs 
are painful and colorful reminders 
that swimming pool skating can 
have heavy consequences, but 
getting vertical is also an 
undeniable rush. As caution wears 
off, the riders start pushing again... 





es y 
PES 
Craig Chastney (above) was consistently hitting the rock 
above the tiles until a ‘percussive skull bongo” (left) 
caused the ‘‘red light’ to come on. He wears a helmet 
now. 





Miguel Munoz goes it the hard way. The left wall of this 
pool has added dimensions to contend with. 








a 


Just as every pool has its own personality, every rider has his own 
style of riding it. Stacy Peralta’s projection technique doesn't get 
him quite as high, but is just as radical. Photos: Warren Bolster. 
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Photos these pages 
by Warren Bolster. 


Soulful benefactor Larry Ramos soaking 
in the cosmic energy. 


Craig Chastney, later on—not as radical, 
but still getting his kicks. 


Colin Hurst. . .“‘tis only a cat’s lick, but 
it’s clean.’’— Irish saying. 





Kenny Means and Mike Weed 
showing a lot of confidence in one 
another on a nearly intersecting 
line through the bowl. 


Kenny Means again with 
legs acting as individual 
shock absorbers. 
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The Magician (double kick) 


a aes) Freestyle III (gradual kick) 


Canvas Tote Bag Freestyle wheels 2” x 2‘ regular or precision 


All boards made from hand-laminated fiberglass. Wheels made from poured urethane (not injected). ae 
Products of Sports West 


. Freestyle Il Kicktail 24” 


. The Magician 24" 
*d. Freestyle Ill 24’ 
. Canvas Tote Bag with zip pouch and shoulder strap 
fits 27” or 24” red blue yellow green 
. Freestyle wheels 2” x 2” 
Freestyle precision 2” x 2’ with bearings 
* All skateboards quoted are equipped with Freestyle wheels. Add $10 for precision wheels. 
Send Mail Orders To: Sports West 2702 Country Club, Stockton, CA 95204 209/467-0246 or 464-2971 
Add $1.00 for postage & handling. Calif. residents add 6% sales tax. Foreign orders payable with international money order only. 


Dealer and Distributor Inquiries Welcome 
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SKATEBOARDS 


PARTS @ BOARDS @ SERVICE 


NEW from 
Land Surfer 


Fiber Glass Boards 
w/urethane wheels 


24’ COMPLETE BOARD 
ONLY $25.00 


Includes 


@ Urethane Type 
Ultra-slick Wheels 
@ Stoker Size Wheels 
© Double Acting 7 

Trucks 
e Full Fiberglass 
Board 


BI-CENTENNIAL 
by Land Surfer 
Red/ White/Blue 
“*Molded-in”’ color 











Th HAWAIIAN 
PIPELINE PELICAN SKATEBOARDS 
ASK . 4 by Land Surfer BR 08888 a 
<a Colorful Surfer Photo i WHITEHOUSE, NJ (201) 534-2534 
YOUR MEE si s a ae aa | Enclosed please find to cover the cost of i 
EALE ee : aad eae skateboards(s). Certified check or 
D R i y ord | 
a Ship to: i 
i NAME A 
Land Surfer Company ees i 
i CITY/STATE/ZIP i 
P.O. Box 15475, Los Angeles, California 90015 ] r 


(213) 749-0915 


! New Jersey State residents add 5% sales tax ) 





INSIST ON THE FINEST. . .TUF-TRUCK 
Rugged Tuf-Trucks peter greater dura- 
bility, action and top quality. . .for eA 
trucks and the finest hardware accessories 
with precision performance. . .Insist on 
the finest. . .TUF-TRUCK 


INTRODUCING 
SUPER WIDE TRACKERS 


The latest addition to our SCATEBOARD line . . . Can be easily 
mounted on any existing 5/16” axle truck. No additional hard- 
ware is needed ... Many custom combinations of wheel mount- 
ing may be used. Also, additional wheels may be Pre-Mounted 
for Quick Wheel Changes ...““SUPER WIDE TRACKERS” 
make any SCATEBOARD extremely stable, eliminate high speed 
wobble, and add appearance to the board ... Case hardend and 


plated. “SUPER WIDE TRACKERS” 
$ 2.25 per pair JOINER ENTERPRISES, INC. 
; ; : 10609 SO. PAINTER AVE. « 
7 SANTA FE SPRINGS, CA 90670 
(213) 941-3025 


| 2020 W.LOMITA BLVD.LOMITA,CALIF. 90717 Dealer Inquiries Welcome. Attention dealers, distributors and 


530-1207 Og ici F 
DISTR.& OEM WELCOME ©.E.M.'s: Special pricing available upon request. 
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HOOK YOUR 
SHARK NOW 


A " SHARK TAIL® Raised kick tail 
makes 180’s, 360’s, 747 landings and - 
other tricks a cinch. 


ENGINEERED © ser 
TORSO-FLEX™ Scientifically 


he designed flex for optimum pending ®. 
even on the host radical runs, . ~~ 2-2 














SHARK-SKIN DECK® 


Integral slip resistant surface ...a 
proven safety and performance feature. 


HARPOON RESISTANT 
POLYMERS® make SHARK 


decks tougher than the most voracious 
skateboarder. 


EXTRA WIDE 2 inch 
URETHANE WHEELS 


OCEAN TRANSPARENT 


COLORS™ Choose from 
“water-clear” blue, green or amber. - rs 
NATIONALLY ‘UNIVERSAL BELLY ccc 
OME RINEIEO) PLATES® contains hole patterns 
' - > ofovera dozen populartrucks..:buya - 


SHARK deck and use. your hardware. 





. . ee ) _- BCUSTOM BUILT SHARK 
y re fh ‘TOOTH SCREWS® suppiied 


FREE with every SHARK deck to provide 
: Jaw-like gtip for. your favorite trucks. 
COMPLETE BOARDS $29.95 — $32.95 
- DECKS ONLY > $16.95 — $19.95 
Ask for the SHARK™ at your bicycle, sporting goods, surf shop or department store. 








Data Technology Corporation Leisure Products Marketing 
125 Baker Street, Costa Mesa, CA 92626 ; : 


Skateboards made from polypropolene in red, blue, yellow and lime green. Boards come complete with wide, clear ure- 
thane wheels. Board tops are available in the above colors. We also have clear, non-skid urethane wheels (with races) In 
two sizes: wide size 1% x 1%, and jumbo size 2 x 2%. Die cast zinc metal trucks with rubber shocks and cone bearings are 
available with or without either size wheels. For a complete sample skateboard with 2 wide wheels In front and 2 Jumbo 
wheels in rear, individually boxed, send $12.50 (check or money order only). Outside continental U.S., send $10.50 (check 
or money order), plus freight. Dealers, OEM’s and retailers, send for our catalogue and quantity prices. 


Joseph T. Walker Products, 18903 Anelo Avenue, Gardena, CA 90248 
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ORIGINAL DESIGN 
SPECIAL SPACERS AND CUPS \linses 
BEST URETHANE MONEY CAN BUY 


iDOZEES SHIELDED PRSClENOM SEARS) AV EAB EE 
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| © SPEED SPRING » 
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Dhue asta legion, livelier rid 


them soon! 





8532 Hamilton 


5 (714) 536-2587 
~~ NAME 
fi ADDRESS 
CITY 
& STAT Ey eadals bel etie 





INNOVATIVE DB 










1 A S oxseh 
<ts ae ome 





a than on & 


Huntington Beach, Calif. 92648 














CALIF. RESIDENTS ADD 6% SALES TAX. 
ADD 2,00 FOR SHIPPING AND HANDLING. 








SEND CASH, CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: 
g INNOVATIVE DESIGN 











ENT PENDING 


PATENT PENDING 











2X 2 POWER PAW @ 3.50 EA. 
REGULAR POWER PAW @ ZOO EA 
2X 2P.P. PRECISION @ 6.60EA. 
REGULAR P.P. PRECISION @ 4.60 EA, 
SPEED SPRINGS @ 4.50 BA. gece enen 
FULL COLOR POSTER @ 2.00 EA, 





TOTAL ENCLOSED 
























for greater speed 
are now available. 


BANZAI 
skateboards 
are made 
from 
virtually 
\ indestructible 
. anodized 
aluminum 
and come 
in 
seven 
super 
colors ! 






BANZAI 


STANDARD 
MACH I 


BANZAI 


GLUMINUM Rye ods s y >, meine 


INVITED 


___by , 
Tila ee aS anne 


[213] 334-9393 





757 NORTH CONEY AVENUE e AZUSA, CALIFORNIA 91702 








SKATECHINES 


be J 3 


ae oO 








=) = 
The Rugroden-Posey skatechine. Photo Rugroden. 


Although the genre of motorized 
skateboards is not new—backyard 
technological wizards have been 
cooking them up since the 

advent of skateboards 
themselves—witness even Laguna 
Beach civic activist John Gabriel’s 
first motorized patent applied for in 
1964—but I'll tell you straight away, 
these mechanical items still blow 
my mind. St. Petersburg inventor Al 
Nicholas is into some king-sized 
motorized skates that could appeal 
to the Kenny Means contingent. Al 
experimented with bulky dry cells, 
but is now utilizing a tiny 
one-horsepower gas engine behind 
each skate, with hand throttle 
controls that are cruzing him up to 
and beyond 25 m.p.h. He envisions 
professional racing complete with 
paying spectators on a banked 
track. Al is also into a pretty far-out 
“motorized broomstick.” 







1 MOR Salata ie 
eRe rare ets 
Al Nicholas’ motorized skates and broomstick. 
Photos Harry J. Miller. 

Bill Posey and Jim Rugroden are 
three years of development and 





considerable bucks into a 1.5 
horse gas and oil 
two-cycle-powered machine that 
will propel two hundred pounds up 
a hill, “no problem.”’ They're 
aiming for a retail price of $229, 
and state that the three or four 
pounds of engine is not hardly felt 
except as surging power. They 
strongly recommend body 
protection while riding. 

THE ROMANCE 

OF THE SKATE FILM 





Chris Carmichael filming at speed. 


Bud Browne is continuing his top 
action shooting for insertion in 
“Going Surfing,’ coming around in 
February. Remember it’s not for 
nothin’ that Bud’s nickname is 
Blood Browne—the man goes for 
the energy. Spyder Wills and Greg 
Weaver will soon be showing their 
film, ‘Downhill Motion,” a 
skate-surf combo that | expect to 
be blown away by, at the Surf 
Theatre in Huntington Beach. Even 
though I’m not yet sold on the idea 
of mixing skateboarding with 
surfing, both this film and Chris 
Carmichael’s utilize the 
combination so we'll all be able to 
check out the cosmic compatibility 
ratio. “Spinnin’ Wheels” is looking 
good in 16mm, only awaiting words 
and music. ‘High Drive,” an avant 
garde skatetoon by master John 
Lamb (whose whole artistic career 
was spurred on by the results of a 
rather horrendous crash on the 
aforementioned hill) could put the 
icing on Carmichael’s cake. 
Lamb’s long-awaited definitive 
‘Junk Food”’ is almost completed, 
fulfilling a heretofore empty cavity 
in every sSkateboarder’s heart. 
MacGillivray-Freeman Films are 
rejuicing 5 Summer Stories (now 
plus four) for the most extensive 
showing its had yet. One of the 
new sequences will feature some of 
the most bizarre skateboarding 
ever captured on film. 

Hal Jepsen (late of the unburned 
Topanga Jepsenia estate) is now 
into production for ‘Skateboard 
Madness,”’ featuring Raymond 
“Rusty” Allen and Dennis Dragon. 
Jepsen’s in with some Hollywood 





pros shooting in 35 at an 
undisclosed budget. Hal’s also 
adding some intense new 
skate-sessions to ‘‘Super Session,”’ 
coming around in late February 
and March. 

Scott Dittrich Films is now editing 
a full year’s footage of over 60,000 
feet of film (about 30 hours worth). 
Following a story script, the film is 
meant for the 35mm. general 
audience, along the lines of ‘‘The 
Endless Summer.”’ It features hot 
guys: Means, Peralta, Weed, Sims, 
Howell, and a beautiful girl narhed 
Camile. With Scott directing a 
completely professional production 
crew, the film features 
heart-stopping 500 fps super slow 
motion, a California skate surfari 
through Big Sur to San Francisco, 
all the hot bowls and banks before 
speed bumps, Australian and 
African footage, and a certified 
concrete Pipeline. Now called 
‘Freewheelin,’ the film will be 
released this spring at a cost of 
reportedly over $100,000. 
CONTESTS 


Fn: at 
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Tommy Ryan, top Turner turn-on. Photo: Art Brewer. 


The World Professional 
Skateboarding Association has 
been holding regular weekly 
competitions, featuring giant slalom 
and straight cone runs. This has 
developed into a heated yet still 
friendly contest, mostly between 
the G & S Fibreflex and the Turner 
Land Ski team, featuring such 
notables from the past and present 
as Tommy Ryan, Henry Hester, 
Vince Turner, Bob Piercy, Joe 
Lynch, Bob Skoldberg, Danny 
Trailer, and the ever-intimidating 
Chris Yandall. While principally a 
La Costa area gig, it's drawing 
people, both skaters and 
non-skaters alike, from far and 
wide, including some suspicious 
local limos. Sometimes the whole 
hill’s covered by several hundred 
people, but Mellow Catnip reports 
that it’s still cool because there’s 
an abundance of hills and some 
beautiful skate princesses that ride 
upon them...pant, sigh... —® 
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VAL SURF 
(pressed 
fiberglass) 
eyev aN ad 
(pressed 
fiberglass) 
“2 G&S FIBREFLEX 
ax VAL SURF 
(abstract 
fiberglass) 
VAL SURF 
(fiberglass 
surf design) ° 


“SAIN 


T-SHIRTS $5.25 
children's $4.25 





§ 


~The World’s First & Still Most Complete Skateboard Outlet 
ADULT SHIRTS — $(34-36), M(38-40), L(42-44), XL(46 3 26 Fibreflex Skbds. OSS OC OSOMOLOXL © License Plate Frames: © U.S.A., Surfing © California, i'd 

Short Sleave (S8)86 a ong Stare (Ls) S630 © VAL SURF fiberglass skateboard O 24” O 27” © pressed Rather Be Surfing © Set of 2 $6.95 C1 frame $3.95. 

Tie Die (TD) short sleave only $6.50 $24.95 OF abstract $28.95 © kick tail 0 and nose abstract Cl Leashes: © cinch up $2.50 © velcro $4.50 © power cord 
CHILDREN’S — S(6-8), M(10-12), L(14-16) $7.95; O deck mounting $3.95 0 box screw attachment 


i i { ly (C) $4.25 $1.95. 
Ce ERS SMe $425 5 Summer Stories Soundtrack © Record © 8-track $6.50. 











$29.95 © air brush design $31.95 © surf design $27.95. 
J VAL SURF aluminum skateboard 0 24” 0 27” C flat $28.95 
CO kick tail or CO double kick $29.95. 


The style of shirts that are available with a given design are 
indicated after design title and ONLY THOSE STYLES. 


It desired, list first three color preferences. Color substitution 


© G&S FIBREFLEX skbd. © 24” 2 26” 
© BAHNE fiberglass skbd. 0 24” 0 27” 0 30" $31.95 


© VAL SURF mahogany skateboard 3 24” 0 27” () varathane 


finish, textured grip deck $22.95 © air brush design $27.95. 
0 28" $37.95 





VAL SURF Wax, 10 for $3.95 OC cool 3 tropical O cold 

VAL SURF floral sun visor $3.50. (2 Ding Tape $1.95. 

Books, Guides to: 3 Surfing, Cal. CO Surfing Hawaii $3.50 
Bumper Stickers 75c; CO) Keep Surfing © Surf Bare 0 I'd 


oO0o000 


may still be necessary. 3 GT or © GX Cal, plastic skbd. $19.95. Rather Be Surfing © Surfers Hit the Lip J Surfers Do It In The 
























1 Val Surf 3SSOLSOC IS OMGLOXL J WEBER CAMBER FLEX fiberglass 29” $37.95 Tube 1 I'd Rather Be Skateboarding 
2 Cadillac Wheels DSSOLSQC OS OMOLOXL All above skateboards include skate key, Roller Sports wheels, & © Decals 45¢; CO VAL SURF VAL SURF Skate © Pray For Surf 
3 Bahne Skbds. OSSOLSOC IS OMOLOXL Chicago, Sure Grip, or X-Cal trucks; additional to the above: QO Bing 4 G&S 9 Hansen 3 Hobie © O'Neill 9 Hollow 
4 Ski Stoned, (also: O Ski Bare, j Bennett Hidacker ” trucks $5.50; Roller Sports © ‘'Slicks’’ $2, W.A.V.E. © Aloha Hawaii CO Hang 5 Huntington © Pair foot 
)Ski U.S.A.) DSSOLS JSOMOL XL 5 “Stokers’’ $8; Cadillac C regular $2, 9 wide $3, © “'Stoby” prints © Kanvas by Katin 3 Lightning Bolt, Hawaii 1 Surfer 
5 Tropical 0 SS 0 TD ISOMOLOXL $8: Mr. Bennett's new Alligator wheels (stoker size), "J Skateboarder. 
6 Oly (also: DO Coors 3 Michelob : J precision Turbin’’ (incl. bearings)$23. © loose ball $8; Road J 24” Skimboard, Resin/Wood $17.95. 
7 Bud © Primo) © SS only IS OMOLOXL Rider © slicks $12, ©) stoker size $19 (incl. precision bearings) 
7 Malibu, Cal. (also 7 22” Wood Skateboard w/Super Surfer wheels, $9.95 
Huntington Beach © Trestles) ea © One truck w/hardware $3.75 (1 Chicago (© Sure Grip 
iSSGC SOMOLOXL } X-Caliber 
8 Alligator Wheels 3 SS 3C iISOMOLOXL ] One Bennett HiJacker truck w/hardware $6.50. 
9 Hawaii Dolphin 3 TD only SOMOLOXL 1 Two trucks complete w/key, screws, & wheels (Bennett add 
10 Freedom SS LSOC I$ OM AL $5.50); Roller Sports 9 reqular $13.95 (J “'Slicks’’ $14.95 
11 Sun Surfer DSSOLSTCGH 3 J y L we Stokers’’ $21.95: Cadi a regular $14 BS 1 des ea 
12 Stoker 7SS OLS IC L OXxt $16.95 J “Stoby”’ $21.95, Alligator” (see above details) PLEASE SEND MAIL ORDERS TO 
13 Ogden, Bird 3 TD only $OM OLOXL iurbin $36.95 loose ball $23.95 Road Rider - 5 
14 Ogden Sea Shell 3 TU only iS OM L XL 1 slicks $25.95 © stoker size $32.95 Nalisurt BOX 008 uNorth Hollywood es S607 50e 
15 California Surier Wheels, each: Roller Sports regular $1.50 ‘Slicks Fae es Ee SUE eo I a 
SSOLSOCSHOTD 1S OMOLOX $1.75 0 “'Stokers’’ $3.50; Cadillac ©) reguiar $2.00 1 wides acer 
16 Lightning Bolt, Ha so: surfboards by 3 Bing J G&S $2.25 (] “'Stoby’’ $3.50, Alligators (see above for details) DO ae es 
Hobie © Rick) SOMOLOAL Turbin’’ $7.50, loose ball $3.95: Road Rider (incl 
‘ SOMOLOXL precision bearings) 1 slicks $4.75 (i stoker size $6.50 
IS OMOLOXL Socket T-wrench, truck style $2.50 
c 1S M L XL flat wrench 50¢ elevator shock pads, each Vs" 95¢ 
SOCoSOMaGLOX } ¥2" $1.50, 9 ball bearings 2¢ each (16 per wheel), skbd 
C SOMOLAaXL non-slip grip tape, per foot, J 1” 30¢ “J 2” 60c ‘1 3” 80¢ eile 
Churchill Fins $20.95 Shoe size Fin Tethers $3.98 ie 
H  OSOM OL OAL SANDALS: [ Hawaiian Slaps (grass mat, velveteen straps) ~ 
SSO DCH SOM OL Gxt $5.95, ©] BEACHCOMBER BILLS (Neoprene, nylon straps) 
$9.95. 1 STYLED STEER (leather) $9.95, shoe size 
SoM al Gx LEATHER: © Belts, surf design, $7.95, waist ity 
S ( 5 Mb xt Wallets “1 Visor $5.95. “1 Key Chain, surf design, $1.95 tate Zit 





_ Faniastic-Radical-New 
_XCaliber Spring Tuck 
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ie «*¢ Revolutionary coil spring Cen replaces‘rubber “rebound” pads, SS shock and provides unreal performance for both 
PP efumetit ao 1 We ‘’ x i 
‘ ° Adjustable spring tension*tor individual requirements makes every other truck Cyst ee ; F es |e 
__ *¢ Every rider becomes an expert performer. is Se tae 
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CAUTION: Because of the Spring Truck’s speed and tarred lites it is recommended for experts only. 
To order the Spring Truck by mail, send $40.95 per rt (check polit atelal =) order). A 
rx ‘ 4 Pr 4 vy ' ; ‘ 
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Torrance, CA'90505 } 
(243) 539-4444 { 
Dealer Inquiries Invited a . 
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